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The Fire-capped Tit Cephalopyrus flammiceps from
Odisha: An addition to the state’s avifauna

The Fire-capped Tit Cephalopyrus flammiceps is a small
migratory passerine and the sole member of the monotypic
genus Cephalopyrus. It breeds in the temperate forests along
the Himalayas across Pakistan, Nepal, India, Bhutan and around
the Myanmar-China border (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). In
India, the nominate subspecies breeds between 2,000-3,500 m
in the Western Himalayas from Gilgit, Ladakh, Kashmir, Jammu,
Himachal, and Uttarakhand (Ali & Ripley 1973; Praveen 2025).
During winter, it migrates southwards to the Gangetic plains
of Haryana (historical), Uttar Pradesh, Bharatpur (historical),
Central Indian highlands of Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
and north-eastern Maharashtra (Praveen 2025). The olivaceus
subspecies, found in the Eastern Himalayas, ranges from eastern
Nepal through northern Bengal, Sikkim, Arunachal, and Assam
at altitudes between 300 and 2,300 m (Ali & Ripley 1973;
Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; Praveen 2025).

On 28 November 2023, at 0700 h, during a birdwatching
survey at Soleguda Reserve Forest, Talabhali Beat, Soleguda
Section, Sole Range (21.958°N, 84.598°E; 487 m asl), Bonai
Forest Division, Odisha, we observed a mixed flock of small
passerines, including Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus,
White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus caerulescens, and Black-hooded
Oriole Oriolus xanthornus, foraging on an Indian Ash Tree Lannea
coromandelica on a hill slope. Photographs of the birds were
taken and the observations were uploaded on eBird (Pattnaik &
Shukla 2023). Within the mixed flock, there was a small olive-
yellow bird that resembled a tit or a warbler and remained
visible for 5-6 minutes before disappearing into thick foliage.
The species was identified as a female Fire-capped Tit [69] from
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69. A female Fire-capped Tit photographed from Bonai Forest Division, Odisha on 28
November 2023.

Correspondence

the photographs, showing narrow conical, pointed bill, olive-
yellow plumage, and pale wingbars (Burton 1836). Searches
through eBird, GBIF, and iNaturalist, along with a literature review
confirmed this as the first record of the species from Odisha.
The nearest observations from the present location include
three records from Chhattisgarh—Raipur (Parmar 2022), Bilaspur
(Tripathi 2022), and Kangar Valley National Park, Bastar (Bharos
et al. 2019) and one from Sushunia, Bankura, West Bengal
(Mukherjee et al. 2024).

This observation extends the species’ migration range further
east and suggests that forests of Odisha may serve as potential
wintering or stopover habitat for individuals migrating southward.
However, much of the Bonai Forest Division lies within a mining-
influenced landscape, though the Sole Range itself is not affected.
Forest fires, however, remain a recurrent threat to wintering
habitat. Prompt enforcement and fire-control efforts by the local
forest department help mitigate these risks.

This record represents the first evidence-based occurrence of
Fire-capped Tit in Odisha. Further systematic surveys would help
clarify the species’ status and movement patterns in the state.
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