Pearson, D. & Kirwan, G. M., 2020. Common Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella
naevia), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (J. del Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. A.
Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA.
https;//doi.org/10.2173/bow.cogwar1.01

Pittie, A. 2024. Bibliography of South Asian Ornithology. URL: http://www.
southasiaornith.in. [Accessed on 06 April 2024.]

Raman, TR. S., 1997. Webpage URL: https://ebird.org/checklist/S25613979. [Accessed
on 25 December 2022 ]

Rasmussen P. C, & Anderton J. C,, 2012. Birds of South Asia, the Ripley guide \lols.

1 and 2. Second Edition. National Museum of Natural History: Smithsonian
Institution, Michigan State University and Lynx Edicions, Washington, D.C,,
Michigan and Barcelona. Pp. 1-683.

Sashikumar, C,, Praveen J., Palot, M. J.,, Nameer, P. O. 2011. Birds of Kerala: status and

distribution. 1-835. DC Books. Kottayam, Kerala
— Karthikeyan R. & Suryaprakash S.
Karthikeyan R, 4/21, Rangaswamy west street, Kuniyamuthur, Coimbatore District - 641008
Tamil Nadu, India.
Email: karthikeyan181189 @gmail.com [Corresponding author]
Suryaprakash S, 248/A, Kilkodappamund, Ooty, The Nilgiris District- 642005, Tamil Nadu, India.
Email: suryawildlifeooty @gmail.com

Black-throated Parrotbill Suthora nipalensis from the
East Khasi Hills, Meghalaya

On 21 April 2024, JB, MK, and RS were birdwatching along
the Mawkdok Dympep Valley while traveling towards Sohra. At
around 1100 h, we reached Khatarshnong Laitkroh (25.393°N,
91.766°E; 1780 m asl), where a flock of small birds grabbed our
attention. The birds were observed and photographed [181]. They
were Black-throated Parrotbill Suthora nipalensis. Identification
was straightforward as no other similar-looking species exists.
They were feeding on small seeds in a mixed flock with Green-
tailed Sunbirds Aethopyga nipalensis and Whiskered Yuhinas
Yuhina flavicollis (Baishya 2024). There were ten Black-throated
Parrotbills in the flock. We observed these restless birds for about
five minutes before they flew out of sight down the hill. The
weather was sunny, and the sky was clear, with a temperature
of 23°C. The habitat was subtropical broadleaf forest. The birds
were foraging on bamboo and small seeding bushes.

The Black-throated Parrotbill is found in the Central and
Eastern Himalaya and adjoining Southeast Asia. This species is
variable across its large range, and ten subspecies are recognized,
with six occurring in the Indian subcontinent (Robson 2023).
The race that is extant over much of its range in Northeast India
(excluding Mizoram and possibly southern Manipur) is the grey-
breasted form named poliotis. This race is distinctively marked
with grey cheeks and breast. The birds we saw had grey cheeks
and breasts that matched the poliotis subspecies.

Our sighting is the first report of this species in eBird from
Meghalaya, and we did not find any other recent records from
Meghalaya on the internet. Historical literature and records show
this species is known to occur in Meghalaya. According to Blyth
(1851), the type locality for this race is Cherrapunji in the Khasi
Hills. He considered it a full species, ‘Grey-breasted Parrotbill’
Suthora poliotis. It was subsequently reported in historical
checklists for the Khasi Hills and Meghalaya (Stuart Baker 1907;
Stuart Baker 1923; Mazumdar & Roy 1995). Stewart G. collected
eggs of “Paradoxornis nipalensis” (older taxonomy) from the
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Khasi Hills in 1905 (Vertnet 2024a). Walter Koelz collected
multiple specimens of this species from the Khasi Hills between
1949 & 1952 (Vertnet 2024b).

The lack of recent sightings of this species in Meghalaya
is probably due to habitat destruction and hunting. However,
with increased birdwatching and conservation awareness in the
region, there is hope that species known to occur but lacking
recent records will continue to be discovered, thereby offering
hope for their recovery. This region has faced substantial habitat
destruction from agriculture, mining, and timber extraction. This
highlights the critical need for intensified conservation efforts to
preserve the region'’s rich biodiversity.

181. Black-throated Parrotbill from East Khasi Hills.
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