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One is also tempted to wonder if the Salim Ali Centre for
Ornithology & Natural History had been established here, as
promised (rather than in Anaikatty, Coimbatore), some of these

larger issuesinvolving the park’s health and longevity might have
remained more clearly infocus—simply asabenefit of its proximity.
*  Thewriter isaformer special assistant to the administrator of
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
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The Yellow-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus xantholaemus (YTB) is
endemic to peninsular India and is known to occur in southern
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu with a few records
from Kerala. Although, Ali and Ripley (1987) indicate its
occurrence in South India with the range extending, possibly till
Orissa, hitherto no record of its occurrencein Orissais available.
For that matter, no effort has been made to evaluate Salim Ali’s
suspicion of itsoccurrencein Orissa. It isalso not known on what
basis Salim Ali suspected the possible occurrence of the speciesin
Orissa.

Since 1990, after an accidental sighting of the speciesat Hampi,
aWorld Heritage Centrein Karnataka, over 25 sitesin South India
have been visited by my colleagues, J.N. Prasad, S. Karthikeyan
and myself in search of the bulbul. Further, based on a thorough
review of literature and personal communications with other
birdwatchers, in all, the species has now been recorded at nearly
75 localities spread across the three South Indian states of Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala (Subramanya et al. in press; Fig.
1). Our surveysindicate that the speciestypically occursin boulder-
strewn hillocks covered with vegetation ranging from open scrub
to moist deciduousforest, although scrub vegetation appearsto be
predominant in most Y TB habitats. Thus, the species occurs on
most inland hills of south India covering the Eastern Ghats,
inland hills of southern Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka and
on the drier eastern hill slopes of Western Ghats, from
wherethe species has been sighted at acouple of localities

(Subramanyaet al. in press). ,?“ N
In October 1998, while travelling from Kharagpur = =

to Madrasby train, | found somehillsin Orissathat |ooked
very much like those inhabited by YTB in South India.
Thesehillswerenearly akilometer to thewest of therailway
tracks between Kaluga (or Raluga?) and Gangadharapura
(found along and west of Chilka Lake). It could well be
possible that Salim Ali may have suspected the occurrence of
the species based on the occurrence of suitable habitat for the
speciesthat he might have seen during hisforaysin Orissa.
Through this note, | am appealing to all the birdwatchersin
Orissa or those who my have achanceto bein thefield inthe said
area to initiate surveys to find out if the species really occursin
Orissaand thusvalidate Salim Ali’ s circumspection. If the species
isfound in thisregion, it will be a new record for the state and a
definite range extension for the species. Once this is done, more

detailed surveys can be organised to understand its status and
distribution within the state.
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Figure 1. Distribution of Yellow-throated Bulbul localitiesin India (as per Subramanyaet al. in press).

Barn Owls Tyto alba, Black-shouldered Kites Elanus caeruleus,
Jirdsand Gerbils

Lt. General Baljit Singh
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The charms of being an amateur naturalist lie in the fact that
the process of gathering Natural History knowledge outlasts the
man. And excitement comes every now and then when the amateur
isabletorelate an outdoors occurrenceto alaw of Natural History.
TaraGandhi’smost interesting article (Newsl etter for Birdwatchers
Vol. 43, No. 6, November-December 2003) and her observations
that “The population of many species of birds of prey...tends to
follow the population uprise-decline by Lemmings and...other
rodents...” reminded meof asimilar interface between the presence
of Barn Owls Tyto alba and Black-shouldered Kites Elanus
caeruleus on the one hand and Indian Desert Jirds Meriones
hurrianae, on the other, which | chanced to witness once.

In 1984, | was stationed at a place that was the boast of the

Indian Army as the largest and the first planned cantonment in
Asia. It had been in the making since 1972. A 900-acre patch
earmarked for future needs had, by the inter-play of forces of
Nature, over 12 years, become a pristine habitat of the semi-desert
floraand fauna. Located within amilitary security area, therewas
no trespass or poaching and so grasses, bushes, trees, birds,
mammals, rodents and reptiles that inhabit the Thar Desert region
flourished herein great abundance.

There was one very large copse of “Babul” trees, Acacia
nilotica, spread over nearly ten acres and after agap of about two
kilometers, there were “Khejri” trees, Prosopis cineraria, in an
equally extensive cluster. The space between was scattered mostly
with bushes of “Aak”, Calotropis procera, “Kaer”, Capparis
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