102

Indian BIRDS Vot. 9 No. 4 (PusL. 20 May 2014)

Grey-laced Buzzard Butastur indicus from hamorta Island,
Nicobar Islands, India: First photographic documentation

A. P. Zaibin, Niranjan Sant, Krys K. & P. Pramod

Zaibin, A. P, Sant, N., Krys K., & Pramod, P, 2014. Grey-faced Buzzard Butastur indicus from Kamorta Island, Nicobar Islands, India: First photographic

documentation. /ndian BIRDS 9 (4): 102-103.

A. P. Zaibin, Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History, Coimbatore 641108, Tamil Nadu, India. Email: zaibinap @gmail.com [APZ]
Niranjan Sant, 27, Adarsh Nagar, Vadgaon, Belgaum 590005, Karnataka, India. Email: niranjansant@yahoo.co.uk [NS]

Krys K., ¢/o Oriental Bird Club, P O Box 324, Bedford, MK42 OWG, United Kingdom. Email: krys@krys.net [KK]

P. Pramod, Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History, Coimbatore 641108, Tamil Nadu, India. Email: neosacon@gmail.com [PP]

Manuscript received on 26 February 2014.

raptor with some similarities in appearance to both, the

accipiters, and Buteo buzzards. The adult has a greyish-brown
head and cheeks (greyer in the male, browner in the female),
well demarcated from a white throat with a broad dark mesial
stripe, and a white supercilium. The upperparts and upper breast
are browner, while the remainder of the underparts are white
with brown barring. The uppertail coverts form a narrow band of
white, while the upper tail itself is greyish with three very broad
dark brown bars. When perched, the dark brown wingtips almost
reach the tip of the long tail. Tail barring is not readily apparent
on the undertail unless the tail is spread. In flight the wings can
appear relatively short and broad or long and slim, depending
on altitude, with five dark-tipped fingers, the underwings being
pale with fine dark banding on the flight feathers. The legs,
iris, and cere are yellow, the cere tending to orange on some
birds (Ferguson-Lees & Christie 2001; photographs on http://
orientalbirdimages.org).

This article describes the sighting of a female Grey-faced
Buzzard from Remyok (08°07'N, 93°28'E), Kamorta Island
(Central Nicobars), Andaman & Nicobar Islands. It was sighted at
the edge of some grassland in a tsunami-affected area, less than
one kilometre from the coast at just three metres above mean
sea level [133].

The Grey-faced Buzzard Butastur indicus is a medium-sized

133 (a?rassland at edge to tsunami-affected coastal forest where the species was
sighte

The bird was sighted on 24 December 2013 at 0700 hrs
while APZ was conducting a point count survey in the coastal
and inland region of Kamorta Island. It was perched on a tree
overlooking an expanse of grassland-coastal forest habitat.
Characteristics of the bird, observed using Leica 8x42 binoculars,
included a striking greyish black tip to yellow bill, bright yellow iris
and cere, a prominent dull white supercilium extending above
ear coverts; upperparts were dark blackish brown with no spots,

134-135. Female Grey-faced Buzzard photographed at Remyok, Kamorta Island,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands.
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primaries were black extending to tail tip, three broad black bands
on tail, yellow tarsus, white tibia feathers; sides of the throat white;
features of the rest of the underparts could not be clearly noted.
However, less distinct narrow bands on underwings and on long
square-tipped tail, was observed later when probably the same
bird was seen gliding 50-100 m above the grassland-forest
matrix. The bird was photographed using a Canon Powershot
SX20 IS [134-135].

APZ originally sent a photograph [135] misidentifying it as
an immature Central Nicobar Serpent Eagle Spilornis minimus
(sometimes treated as a subspecies of Crested Serpent Eagle
Spilornis cheela) to KK for inclusion in Oriental Bird Images (OBI),
the image database of the OBC, at http://orientalbirdimages.org.
Since the first image sent to KK was rather poor, he didn't inspect
it closely before uploading to the website. NS was the first to
point out the misidentification. KK enlarged and sharpened the
image somewhat, to make the features more distinguishable.
NS and KK then confirmed it as a female Grey-faced Buzzard.
APZ sent a few more images of the bird to them to support the
identification. The Thai raptor expert, Chaiyan Kasorndorkbua, has
also independently verified it.

Grey-faced Buzzards breed in eastern Asia (north-eastern
China, Japan, northern Korea, and far eastern Russia) and
winter from south-eastern China, Taiwan, through much of
Southeast Asia to Borneo, the Philippines, and western parts
of Indonesia. The global population is estimated to number
>100,000 individuals, and the species is not yet on the Red Data
list although the population is suspected to be declining locally
owing to persecution (Ferguson-Lees & Christie 2001; BirdLife
2013).

Since their main wintering area includes Myanmar
(Tenasserim) and western Thailand (Robson 2000), just to
the east of the present sighting, the species’ occurrence in
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands is not unexpected. Samant
et al. (1995) reported a record of a Grey-faced Buzzard from
Narcondam Island during their survey but gave no further details.

However, recent field guides treat the occurrence of this
species in South Asia variously as ‘doubtful species’ (Grimmett
et al. 2011), ’sight reports require further documentation’
(Kazmierczak 2000), and ‘hypothetical species’ (Rasmussen
& Anderton 2012). A Sri Lankan specimen in the collection of
the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California at
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Berkeley is ‘probably of captive origin’ (Rasmussen & Anderton
2012) and therefore presumably of uncertain provenance.

The sighting documented here is the first from South Asia to
be substantiated with photographic evidence.

Note that the species is sometimes known as Grey-faced
Buzzard-hawk or Grey-faced Buzzard-eagle (Ferguson-Lees &
Christie 2001). As a further aside, the specific name indicus
appears to refer to the type locality of Java (East Indies) rather
than to India (Jobling 2010).
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