Snapshot sightings

Greater Scaup from Thol Bird Sanctuary, Gujarat

Adesh Shivkar & Sanjeevanee Vaze
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Our bird group spotted a male Greater Scaup Aythya marila
at Thol Bird Sanctuary (23°08'N, 72°23'E), Gujarat, on 22
February 2014. This is a second record for Guijarat, after a gap
of nearly seventy years. The first one was shot on this very day,
back in 1935, at Hathab which is about 27 km from Bhavnagar
(Dharmakumarsinhji 1935).
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Firethroat from Piyali Island, West Bengal
Partha Sarathi Mondal
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A male Firethroat Luscinia pectardens was photographed on
06 April 2014 from Piyali Island (22°22'N, 88°35'E), South
24 Parganas district, West Bengal. The bird was in transition to
its breeding plumage and was photographed by several other
photographers on subsequent days, until 15 April. This is the
second record of this species from West Bengal and the fifth
national record for India; the first one for the state being a bird
seen across several days in March 2012 in North 24 Parganas
district (Das 2013).
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Spotted Crake at Dighal, Haryana
Rakesh Ahlawat & Anshul Jain

A single Spotted Crake
Porzana  porzana was
photographed on 25
March 2014 ata pond next
to Dighal Village (28°45'N,
76°38'E), Jhajhar District,
Haryana, while we were
searching for the Marbled
Duck Marmaronetta
angustirostris. This is just
the second time that this species has been recorded from the
Delhi/Haryana region (Harvey et al. 2006), and the first record
from Sultanpur was also in March of 1979 (Vyas 2006).
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Plaintive Cuckoo at Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh

Bhanukiran BK

On 08 November 2013, an adult
Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis
merulinus  was  photographed  at
Vapagunta ~ (17°44'N, 83°11'E),
Visakhapatnam  District, ~ Andhra
Pradesh. This is the second record of
this species from the state after it was
first collected during the Vernay Survey
from Cumbum, Prakasam District
on 26 December 1929 (Whistler &
Kinnear 1934). However, there are
several recent wintering records from
the neighbouring state of Odisha
(Inskipp 2014), and this record is
probably not unexpected.
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