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Abstract

We present a description of the avifauna recorded during a survey of the Sharavathy area, central Western Ghats, Karnataka. The survey
was carried out between November 2008 and March 2010. The major habitats available in the landscape are described along with
a brief note on important bird records from the area. A total of 215 species were sighted during the survey of which 15 are endemic
to the Western Ghats. Four ‘Near-threatened, and one ‘Vulnerable’ species, as per IUCN threat category, were recorded. A complete
checklist of species recorded from the area is also given along with their respective relative abundance levels recorded during the survey.

Introduction

The Western Ghats are a “biodiversity hot spot” characterised by
high diversity and endemicity (Myers et al. 2000). The altitudinal
and rainfall gradients have created an array of habitat types all
along the ghats, from dry deciduous forests in the north, to
wet evergreen and stunted montane forests in the south. The
geographically isolated evergreen forests of this region have
many bird species in common with north-eastern India and the
greater Oriental Region. However, most of these species have
diversified to form either subspecies or unique species, which are
endemic to this region (Rasmussen & Anderton 2005). Though
considered depauperate, the Western Ghats are one of the two
bastions supporting tropical forest birds in India (Daniels 1994).
For this reason alone, the Western Ghats, and the bird diversity
they support, deserves special conservation efforts.

Bird life in most areas of the Western Ghats is well
documented. However, the present study describes the forest
bird community of an area from the central Western Ghats, which
has received almost no scientific attention. A primary reason for
this might be that this area does not have any large township or
city, is far from metros like Bengaluru and Mumbai, and is not
readily accessible. We report new records of species occurrence,
describe habitats, and give species distributions in the area, along
with a comprehensive bird list of primarily forest bird species.

Study area

The study was conducted in the central Western Ghats, an area
that lies within the state of Karnataka, India. We surveyed a fairly
large area (13°05'N-14°50'N, 74°07'E-74°52'E) of the Sagar
Forest Division (FD), the Sharavathy Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS) and
the Kodachadri hill (Fig. 1). The altitudinal range of the surveyed
area is 80—1,343 m, the latter being the peak of Kodachadri.
The area, due to its large altitudinal and rainfall gradients and
geography has a wide range of habitats situated in a small area
(Davidar et al. 2007). We have divided the study area into three
habitats, relevant to this study, as: 1) the habitat in or near the
ridge of the ghats (Kogar range of Sharavathy WLS) near Bachhodi
village—henceforth Bachhodi; 2) the habitat on the plateau near
/ around the town of Sagar; 3) the shola forest habitat near the
peak of Kodachadri. Brief descriptions of the three habitats are
provided below.

Sharavathi WS

N : Sapgar Forest
Division
10 Km
RANGE
I | Anandapuram
[0 Sagar
I soraba

Fig. 1. Map of the Sharavathy landscape study area.

West coast tropical evergreen forests: Vegetation of Bachhodi
can be broadly classified under this category listed under group
I/A-C/4 (Champion & Seth 1968). This vegetation type is
characterised by high annual rainfall, sometimes exceeding 5,000
mm and a long dry season of six—seven months. Anthropogenic
pressure on these forests is strong at low elevations, and in
areas close to villages and settlements. The climax vegetation
type in such areas has been replaced by secondary vegetation
dominated by deciduous species. Such deciduous patches
consist of species such as Schleichera trijuga, Lagerstroemia
microcarpa, Terminalia bellerica, and T tomentosa. Similar
habitat also occurs are the base of Kodachadri hill.

Southern tropical moist-deciduous forests: The trees have
a very short “leafless” period at the beginning of March. The
area has large patches of forests interspersed with teak Tectona
grandis plantations. Dominant tree species in the area include
teak, L. lanceolata, T alata, Xylia xylocarpa, T. paniculata, and
Pterocarpus marsupium. Although the forests support large trees,
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the undergrowth is highly disturbed due to frequent fires and fuel
wood collection by the local populace (Barve et al. 2009).

Wet evergreen, sub-tropical hill forests: The peak of the
Kodachadri hill is covered in rolling grass meadows interspersed
with stunted evergreen forests called 'shola’ forests. These forests
comprise tree species like Syzigium spp., Elaeocarpus recurvatus,
and Michelia nilagirica.

Methodology

The area was surveyed intermittently between December 2008
and March 2010. The Sagar area was surveyed extensively
between December 2008 and March 2009 as part of a Master's
dissertation on birds of the area and the species recorded
from there are a result of this study. Data were gathered
through transect walks (n=9, total of 67 walks) as part of the
dissertation study and by walking along roads and forest paths
for opportunistic sightings. Data from Kodachadri was collected
by trekking to the summit twice and during one day spent bird
watching around the base of the hill along forest trails. Hence all
sightings from this area are opportunistic. Bachhodi was surveyed
extensively for birds between December 2009 and March 2010.
The methodology involved walking trails (0600—1000hrs) (n=6,
total of 38 walks) covering all habitat types in the area equally.
During transect walks, at each observation, 1) species 2) sex/age
(if possible), 3) flock size, and 4) distance from observer were
recorded. Species that were not documented in the transects
but were encountered opportunistically during the survey period
were also included in the list. The lists from all three habitats were
collated to form a final forest bird checklist for the landscape
(Appendix).

Results

215 bird species were recorded during the survey. The maximum

species were recorded from the Sagar area (190), followed by

Bachhodi (141), and Kodachadri (118). The list categorises

species on the basis of the study site where they were detected.

Also all species have been categorised on the basis of a rough

index of relative abundance as Rare (<3 sightings during the

study period), Fairly Common (3-10 sightings), and Common

(>10 sightings; species that were regularly seen). We define

a "sighting” as one observation of the species (e.g, a flock of

40 rosefinches = 1 sighting). The abundance index is provided

only for the Sagar and Bachhodi areas, as transect walks were

limited to those areas. The species that were recorded only at

Kodachadri have not been given an abundance index. As the

walks were only in winter (December—March), the index reflects

the relative abundance only for that period. Previous records for

all the species from the area are based on Praveen’s (2010)

online list. Some important bird species recorded during the

survey are discussed briefly.

«  Woodpeckers (Picidae): We had one sighting of Common
Flameback Dinopium javanense from Bachhodi area in Jan-
uary 2009. We feel this bird is overlooked due to difficulty in
identification, as it has been rarely recorded from the state.
Though considered ‘uncommon’ we found that the White-
bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis is fairly common in
the Sharavathy area. While it is restricted to evergreen forests
in winter, pairs were seen feeding in deciduous forests and
teak plantations at the beginning of summer. A single bird
was also sighted once in scrub vegetation fringing paddies in

Bachhodi. The Speckled Piculet Picumnus innominatus, also
easily overlooked, was observed in the deciduous forests
around Sagar between November 2008 and March 2009.
Malabar Pied Hormnbill Anthracoceros coronatus: This un-
common bird is partial to moist deciduous and riverine for-
est habitat (Muddappa & Raman 2009). It is on the decline
due to the loss of this unique habitat in most parts of the
Western Ghats. However, where found, it is locally common.
It is seen regularly in Bachhodi. Juveniles and adults form
large flocks of up to 17 birds. Flocks of up to 25 birds roost-
ed regularly along the river-courses.

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting: We had one sight-
ing of this bird on a forest stream in the Kodachadri area in
December 20009.

Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata: This species is
generally partial to coastal areas. One individual was seen
by Sarale River (30 km inland from the coast) near Nagavalli
village in Bachhodi in February 2009.

Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii: Very little is
known about the status of this bird in Karnataka. It was de-
tected at many places in the study area due to its peculiar
call and was fairly abundant in both intact and disturbed
habitats from late January till April 2009.

Forest Eagle-owl Bubo nipalensis: We heard the bird's
screaming call on two occasions, and once observed a large
owl fly away (~15 m away) from the direction of the call in
March 2009.

Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica: This bird was seen
once in December 2009 sitting on a log at the roadside in
Bachhodi.

Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger: This spe-
cies has been reported recently from the forests near Bach-
hodi and Sagar (Barve 2010). However we found the bird in
most of the study area where suitable habitat exists and is a
common nocturnal bird of the area.

Orange-breasted Green-pigeon Treron bicinctus: A flock of
four birds was seen in January 2009 in the Chordi Reserve
Forest (RF) about 40 km from Sagar town.

Nilgiri Woodpigeon Columba elphinstonii: This uncommon
forest pigeon is placed in the ‘Vulnerable' category by the
IUCN. It was sighted once in the Kodachadri area, and once
in the Hosanagara area of the Sharavathy valley. Both were
opportunistic sightings.

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus: This accipiter is fairly
common and was seen on several occasions in many ar-
eas, including, once, just seven kilometers from Sagar, in
a moist deciduous forest patch. Here it was seen hunting
Pompadour Green-pigeons T. pompadora. Birds were regu-
larly seen during the course of the survey from November
2008 to March 2010.

Malayan Night-heron Gorsachius melanolophus: This un-
common nocturnal bird has been recorded recently from
the area. Although the authors did not see it, they were
shown a photograph of the bird on a nest, with two chicks,
from the Sagar area. There has been a record of this species
from Udupi in 2008 (Praveen 2010).

Black Bittern Dupetor flavicollis: This rare species was sight-
ed twice in February 2010 along the banks of the Sarale
River in Bachhodi.

Spangled Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus: This winter migrant
is very common and can be often seen in flocks of three—
five in Bachhodi from December to March. Nectarivores,



they were seen congregating on flowering Bombax ceiba.

«  Eurasian Crag-martin Hirundo rupestris: A flock of 14 birds
was seen in a mixed flock with Dusky Crag Martins H. con-
color and Alpine Swifts Tachymarptis melba near the sum-
mit of Kodachadri peak in December 2009.

«  Grey-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus priocephalus: This ‘Near
Threatened’ Western Ghats endemic was seen only once
in Bachhodi.

+  Nilgiri Flycatcher Eumyias albicaudata: This Western Ghats
endemic was seen thrice between November 2008 and
March 2009 in the evergreen forests surrounding Sagar
town.

«  Lesser Hill Myna Gracula indica: This highly gregarious spe-
cies was seen regularly in the evergreen tracts of the study
area. However it is only a seasonal migrant to areas around
Sagar. In Bachhodi, large flocks were seen in late December,
and January. Flocks of more than 50 birds were seen quite
frequently. The large flock formation coincided with the main
Ficus sp., fruiting season in this area. Flocks tended to dis-
perse with the progression of summer.

«  Rufous Babbler Turdoides subrufus: This bird, although dis-
tributed over a large part of the Western Ghats, often goes
undetected because of it skulking habits. It has a distinctive
call and is generally seen in small flocks in thick undergrowth
in evergreen forest. It was seen in Kodachadri in December
2009.

«  Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus: Large flocks of
40+ birds were regularly seen in the teak plantations near
Sagar feeding on bamboo seeds. They were seldom seen
in the natural forests and might have invaded the area to
exploit the stochastic bamboo seed crop.

«  Vigors's Sunbird Aethopyga vigorsii: Rasmussen & Ander-
ton (2005) consider this sunbird a species of the north-
ern Western Ghats. However it has been recorded from
northern Karnataka, and recently photographed (Mohan
Raj 2006) from the Dandeli WLS, Uttara Kannada district,
which is ¢. 110 km north of the current study site. We re-
port here two more southerly records of this species from
Shimoga district. A male was spotted once in the Chipli RF
in Sagar FD (14°07'N, 75°09'E; c. 614 m above MSL; ~20
km from Sagar town). SB spotted it at c. 0745 hrs on 26
March 2009, while conducting transects in the area. It was
¢. 8 m up from the ground, and c. 12 m from the transect
line. Vigors's Sunbird was recorded only once in this five-
month extensive survey of the area and hence appears to
be rare in the region. Another individual was spotted by RW
in February 2010 close to the Nagavalli village (14°05'N,
74°41'E, ¢. 90 m above MSL) in the Sharavathy Valley WLS.
However this was an opportunistic sighting along the road
and unfortunately no further information was documented.
These two sightings make up two southerly records for this
species from Karnataka.

Interesting absences

«  Great Pied Hombill Buceros bicornis: We consider the ab-
sence of the Great Pied Hornbill in this area an oddity as
it is found in good numbers to the north (Dandeli) and
south (Mookambika) of the study area (Mudappa & Raman
2009). Seemingly suitable habitat also exists throughout the
study area. However not a single observation of this species
was obtained by the authors throughout the study period.

Barve & Warrier: Sharavathy landscape

Although historically this bird has been known from this area
(Ali & Ripley 1983), the current status of this species in the
area needs further investigation.

«  Vultures: None of the critically endangered Gyps vultures
were recorded during the survey.

Discussion

The study site supports a fairly high diversity of bird species.
Nearly 507 species of birds are known to occur all along the
Western Ghats of which 28 species are endemic to the region
(Rasmussen & Anderton 2005). The present study recorded
216 species of which 15 are endemic to the region. A majority
of these are primarily forest species (197). However, species
diversity was not uniform across the study area. Maximum species
were recorded from the Sagar area. The high disparity in species
counts from the three areas could be an effect of both habitat
differences and heterogeneity, and inconsistent sampling effort,
since the Sagar area was surveyed more intensively. Although the
abundance index based on the sampling in Sagar and Bachhodi
is still quite crude, it definitely reflects the relative abundance for
these species in the area.

With regard to IUCN threat status four species, namely,
Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster, Malabar Pied Hormnbill,
Grey-headed Bulbul, and Nilgiri Flycatcher are classified Near-
threatened (NT) while the Nilgiri Woodpigeon is Vulnerable
(V). We found that a number of species, including Sri Lanka
Frogmouth and Crested Goshawk, which had been considered
rare or uncommon were in reality locally common. Frogmouths,
though extremely common in Bachhodi, were reported from
this landscape recently (Barve 2010). Bachhodi also supports
large patches of lowland evergreen forests. These are one of the
most endangered habitats in spite of being the most bio-diverse,
in the Western Ghats and the world over, with less than 5%
of its original forest cover remaining along the western coast of
India (Kadur & Bawa 2005). This fact adds to the importance
of strict conservation of these areas and points towards a need
to more intensive surveys of areas in the Western Ghats, which
have hitherto remained neglected. The three study sites presently
face relatively small amounts of anthropogenic pressure from
surrounding settlements because of low human densities. Large
portions of the study area fall under reserved forests or have
higher levels of protection. Hence this area has tremendous
potential for ornithological research. However increasing illegal
forest litter collection for manure in arecanut plantations, and
fuel-wood collection for heating water could be major threats
in the future. Forested areas that do not have protection are
greatly degraded, especially in the Sagar area, and are fast being
converted to other land-use practices. Several large village ponds
in the area, which harbour wetland bird species like darters,
whistling-ducks, moorhens and migratory waders, face this
threat of changing land-use practice by their being converted to
paddies. The forest department has replaced a large part of the
wet evergreen forest areas with Acacia auriculiformis plantations.
Although commercially important, this species supports little
biodiversity (pers. obs., of authors). The local people dislike i,
as it does not support any cattle-palatable plants, which restricts
them from grazing in these areas. Future conversion of such
areas should be halted. Heightened scientific attention to the
area could be used for increasing awareness about biodiversity
conservation locally. Some places in the study area, which
we believe are especially rich in bird fauna, include Bachhodi
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(lowland wet evergreen forest), Chipli RF (moist deciduous
forest), Kodachadri RF (evergreen forest and shola patches),
Avinhalli RF (semi-evergreen forest) and Anandapuram RF (moist
deciduous forest and teak plantations).
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Appendix. Checklist of birds of the Sharavathy landscape Appendix. Checklist of birds of the Sharavathy landscape

No. Species Locality Abundance No. Species Locality Abundance
1. Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger B,SK C 41, Orange-breasted Green-pigeon T. bicinctus S R
2. Great Cormorant P. carbo S C 42.  Pompadour Green-pigeon T. pompadora BSK C
3. Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster (NT) S C 43, Yellow-footed Green-pigeon T. phoenicopterus B,S,K C
4. Little Egret Egretta garzetta BSK C 44, Green Imperial-pigeon Ducula aenea S C
5. Great Egret Casmerodius albus S Fc 45.  Mountain Imperial-pigeon D. badia BK C
6.  Intermediate Egret Mesophoyx intermedia BSK R 46.  Vernal Hanging Parrot Loriculus vernalis BSK C
7. Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis S R 47 Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria B,S,K C
8. Indian Pond-heron Ardeola grayii B,S R 48.  Rose-ringed Parakeet P krameri B,SK C
9. Striated Heron Butorides striatus S R 49.  Plum-headed Parakeet P. cyanocephala SK C
10.  Black-Crowned Night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax SK Fc 50.  Malabar Parakeet P. columboides (E) BS C
1. Malayan Night-heron Gorsachius melanolophus B,S R 51.  Pied Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus S R
12. Black Bittern Dupetor flavicollis B R 52. Common Hawk-cuckoo Hierococcyx varius B,SK C
13.  Oriental Honey-Buzzard Pernis ptilorhyncus B,SK C 53.  Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus B,S,K Fc
14, Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus S Fc 54, Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii SK C
15.  Black Kite Milvus migrans B,SK C 55.  Drongo Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris S R
6. Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus BSK C 56.  Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopacea BSK C
7. Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus S R 57 Blue-faced Malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris BS R
18.  Crested Serpent-eagle Spilornis cheela BSK C 58.  Sirkeer Malkoha P, leschenaultii B R
19.  Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis B,S,K C 59.  Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis B,S,K C
20.  Eurasian Marsh-harrier Circus aeruginosus S R 60.  Barn Owl Tyto alba S C
21 Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus B,SK Fc 61.  Collared Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena S R
22.  Shikra A badius B,S,K Fc 62.  Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonensis S R
23, Besra A virgatus B,SK R 63.  Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica BS R
24.  White-Eyed Buzzard Butastur teesa S R 64.  Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum B,SK C
25.  Bonelli's Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus S R 65.  Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger B C
26.  Booted Eagle H. pennatus S R 66.  Grey Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus BS Fc
27. Rufous-bellied Eagle H. kienerii K 67 Indian Swiftlet Collocalia unicolor S Fc
28.  Changeable Hawk Eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus BSK C 68.  White-rumped Needletail Zoonavena sylvatica BSK R
29.  Common Kestrel falco tinnunculus BK Fc 69.  Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis K
30.  Peregrine Falcon £ peregrinus SK Fc 70.  Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba K

31, Grey Francolin francolinus pondicerianus S Fc 7. House Swift Apus affinis K
32. Red Spurfowl Galloperdix spadicea B,S,K Fc 72. Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata B Fc
33, Grey Junglefowl Gallus sonneratii B,S,K C 73. Malabar Trogon Harpactes fasciatus BS @
34.  Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus B,SK C 74. Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis B,SK C
35.  Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus B,S,K C 75.  Blue-eared Kingfisher A. meninting K
36.  Nilgiri Woodpigeon Columba elphinstonii (V, E) SK R 76.  Stork-billed Kingfisher Halcyon capensis BSK C
37 Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis S Fc 77 White-throated Kingfisher H. smyrnensis B,S,K C
38.  Spotted Dove S. chinensis B,S,K C 78.  Black-capped Kingfisher H. pileata B R
39.  Eurasian Collared Dove S. decaocto S R 79.  Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis S C
40.  Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica B,S,K C 80.  Blue-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis athertoni BS R
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No.  Species Locality ~ Abundance No. Species Locality ~ Abundance
81.  Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis BSK C 150.  Dark-fronted Babbler Rhopocichla atriceps BSK C
82.  Blue-tailed Bee-eater M. philippinus B,S,K C 151, Rufous Babbler Turdoides subrufus (E) K

83.  Chestnut-headed Bee-eater M. leschenaulti B,SK Fc 152. Jungle Babbler T. striatus S C
84.  Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis S Fc 153.  Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii BS Fc
85.  Hoopoe Upupa epops S Fc 154 Jungle Prinia P. sylvatica S Fc
86.  Malabar grey Hornbill Ocyceros griseus (E) B,S,K C 155.  Plain Prinia P. inornata S R
87 Malabar pied Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus (NT) ~ B,S C 156.  Ashy Prinia P. socialis S R
88.  Brown-headed Barbet Megalaima zeylanica S C 157 Blyth's Reed-warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum S @
89.  White-Cheeked Barbet M. viridis B,SK C 158.  Clamorous Reed-warbler A. stentoreus S R
90.  Malabar Barbet Xantholaema malabarica (E) BK C 159.  Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius BS.K C
91.  Coppersmith Barbet Xantholaema haemacephala S, K C 160.  Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides BSK C
92.  Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla S R 161.  Large-billed Leaf-warbler P magnirostris S R
93.  Speckled Piculet Picumnus innominatus BSK Fc 162.  Western Crowned Leaf-warbler P. occipitalis BS C
9 Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker BS c 163.  Sulphur-bellied Warbler P griseolus S R

" Dendrocopos nanus ' 164.  Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica BS R

95.  Rufous Woodpecker Celeus brachyurus B,S,K C 165.  Brown-breasted Flycatcher M. muttui B C
96.  White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis BSK C 166.  Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva BS, R
97 Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus S R 167.  Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias sordida B,S,K Fc
98.  Streak-throated Woodpecker P. xanthopygaeus S R 168.  Nilgiri Flycatcher £ albicaudata (NT, E) S R
99.  Common Flameback Dinopium javanense B R 169.  White-Bellied Blue Flycatcher Cyornis pallipes (E) B,S,K Fc
100.  Black- rumped Flameback D. benghalense BSK C 170.  Tickell's Blue Flycatcher C tickelliae BSK C
101.  Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes lucidus BSK C 171. Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis S Fc
102.  Heart-spotted Woodpecker Hemicircus canente BSK C 172.  Asian Paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi BSK C
103.  Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura B,S Fc 173.  Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea B,S,K C
104.  Malabar Lark Galerida malabarica S,K C 174.  Spot-breasted Fantail Rhipidura albicollis BSK C
105.  Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula S R 175.  White-browed Fantail R. aureola S R
106.  Eurasian Crag Martin Hirundo rupestris K 176.  Great Tit Parus major S R
107 Dusky Crag Martin H. concolor S R 177 Indian Yellow Tit P xanthogenys K
108.  Barn Swallow H. tahitica S R 178.  Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch Sitta castanea S R
109.  Wire-tailed Swallow H. smithii S C 179.  Velvet-fronted Nuthatch S. frontalis BS R
110.  Red-rumped Swallow H. daurica S Fc 180.  Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum agile BSK C
111, Streak-throated Swallow H. fluvicola S R 181 Pale-billed Flowerpecker D. erythrorhynchos B,S,K C
112. White Wagtail Motacilla alba S R 182.  Nilgiri Flowerpecker D. concolor (E) BSK C
113, White-browed Wagtail M. maderaspatensis B,S R 183.  Purple-rumped Sunbird Nectarinia zeylonica BS Fc
114.  Grey Wagtail M. cinerea BSK C 184, Purple Sunbird N. asiatica BSK C
115.  Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis S R 185.  Vigors's Sunbird Aethopyga vigorsii BS R
116.  Olive-backed Pipit A. hodgsoni S R 186.  Crimson backed Sunbird Leptocoma minima (E) BSK C
117 Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei BS.K C 187 Loten’s Sunbird Ginnyris lotenia BS R
118.  Black-headed Cuckooshrike C. melanoptera BS R 188.  Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra BK C
119.  Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus BS Fc 189.  Oriental White-Eye Zosterops palpebrosus BS C
120.  Orange Minivet P. flammeus BSK C 190.  Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus S C
121, Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus B,S,K C 191, White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata B Fc
122. Malabar Woodshrike Tephrodornis sylvicola (E) BSK C 192, Scaly-Breasted Munia L. punctulata S C
123, Common Woodshrike 7. pondicerianus S Fc 193.  House Sparrow Passer domesticus B,SK C
124, Grey-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus priocephalus (NT, E) B R 194, Chestnut-shouldered Petronia Petronia xanthocollis S R
125.  Flame throated Bulbul 2. gularis (E) B,S,K C 195.  Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus S Fc
126.  Red-whiskered Bulbul P. jocosus BSK C 196.  Red Avadavat Amandava amandava S Fc
127 Red-vented Bulbul P cafer B,S,K C 197 Malabar White-headed Starling Sturnia blythii (E) B,SK C
128.  White-browed Bulbul Alophoixus flaveolus S R 198.  Brahminy Starling S. pagodarum BSK Fc
129.  Yellow-browed Bulbul /ofe indica B,S,K C 199.  Common Myna Acridotheres tristis B,SK C
130.  Square-tailed Bulbul Hypsipetes ganeesa (E) K 200.  Jungle Myna A. fuscus BSK C
131. Common lora Aegithina tiphia B,S,K C 201, Lesser Hill Myna Gracula indica BSK C
132, Blue-winged Leafbird Chloropsis cochinchinensis B,S Fc 202.  Indian Golden Oriole Oriolus kundoo B,SK C
133.  Golden-fronted Leafbird C. aurifrons B,S,K C 203.  Black-naped Oriole O. chinensis S R
134, Asian Fairy Bluebird /rena puella BSK C 204.  Black-hooded Oriole O. xanthornus BSK C
135. Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus BS Fc 205.  Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus BSK C
136.  Bay-backed Shrike L. vittatus S R 206.  Ashy Drongo D. leucophaeus BSK C
137 Long-tailed Shrike L. schach BS, R 207.  White-Bellied Drongo D. caerulescens S C
138.  Blue-headed Rock-thrush Monticola cinclorhynchus B R 208.  Bronzed Drongo D. aeneus B,SK C
139.  Blue Rock-thrush M. solitarius S R 209. Spangled Drongo D. hottentottus B,SK Fc
140.  Malabar Whistling Thrush Myophonus caeruleus BSK C 210.  Greater Racket-tailed Drongo D. paradiseus BSK C
141, Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina B,S,K C 211, Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda BSK C
142, Indian Blackbird Turdus simillimus BS R 212. White-bellied Treepie D. leucogastra (E) B R
143, Indian Blue Robin Luscinia brunnea K 213, House Crow Corvus splendens BSK C
144.  Oriental Magpie-robin Copsychus saularis BSK C 214.  large-billed Crow C. macrorhynchos BSK C
145, White-rumped Shama C. malabaricus BSK ¢ 215. Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus BSK R
146. “?d'a” Robin SGX’CQIO’deS fulicata S R Abbreviations: Locality: Bachchodi (B), Sagar (S), Kodachadri (K); Status: Least
]]g Eﬁ?%ﬁggjtga‘gg[gapg%; z:;m ficeps B g ¢ [é Concern (LC), Near-threatened (NT), Vulnerable (V), Endemic to Western Ghats (E);
149 Indian Scimitar-babbler Pomatorhinus horsfeldi BSK c Abundance: Rare (<3 sightings) (R), Fairly common (3-10 sightings) (Fc), Common

(>10 sightings) (C).
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School took place in November 2010 when | shifted

residence to Cauvery House, a boys' hostel, as a house
parent. This meant additional responsibilities and less free time,
but it also provided new omithological opportunities unavailable
in my previous residence. Located in a corner of the campus
adjacent to the scrub woodlands at the base of low-lying hills
Cauvery House brought myriad birds to my doorstep.

Q major development during my stay at the Rishi Valley

A bevy of birds

| had always cherished a desire to live in a house where one’s
day began with the song of the Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus
saularis. When | first moved to Rishi Valley | was hoping my wish
would be fulfilled. I was in for some disappointment as none
of the few individuals on campus frequented the area where |
stayed. Even as the population of magpie-robins built-up over
several years and a few individuals moved in closer, none regaled
with their moring songs. Near Cauvery House however, a
resident pair occasionally burst into song. But they were not with
the repertoire and sweetness as those in Kerala where | have
heard birds call early in the mornings, an hour or more before
the sun rose. In contrast magpie-robins here seemed late-risers,
calling after the first light of dawn.

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus, the rarer Spangled
Drongo D. hottentottus, and the Black-naped Oriole Oriolus
chinensis are among other birds that visit us in winter. The Blue-
throated Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides took me by surprise one
morning as it called outside my bedroom window. | had spotted
it for the first time at Guindy National Park, Chennai in the early
1980s after great effort and here it was, perched right outside
my window. Each winter, more than a pair visits the woodlands
next to Cauvery House. Yet another difficult-to-see bird that turns
up occasionally is the Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneum ruficeps.
Scrubland birds that turn up include the Tawny-bellied Babbler
Dumetia hyperythra, Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii and
rarely the Jungle Prinia 2. sylvatica.

One night, within a few days of moving to Cauvery House,
| heard four different owl species—the Indian Eagle-Owl Bubo
(bubo) bengalensis, Mottled Wood-Owl Strix ocellata, Indian
Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena and Spotted Owlet Athene brama.
The other nocturnal / crepuscular birds commonly heard and
occasionally seen include the nightjars—the Jerdon's Caprimulgus
atripennis and Indian C. asiaticus.

I usually wake to the calls of the Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura,
often known as the “six o’clock bird” in Tamil Nadu. The pitta is a
winter visitor on the school campus and occurs between October
and May. | happened to listen to the calls of three individuals
one December morning and discerned variations in their call-
notes. They called continuously from three different directions,
perhaps responding to each other. Its call is a two-note sharp

whistle usually written down as “whee-tiu" or “pree-treer”. The
first bird to call that morning gave hardly any gap between the
two syllables. The next paused a while between the two notes
and the third paused as well, but elongated the second syllable;
making one wonder if these variations are individual-specific.
The Asian paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi is another
frequent winter visitor on campus. A small mixed-hunting party
of insectivorous birds visits the jungle behind Cauvery House and
these flycatchers are inevitably a part of this flock. We seem to
get more rufous males than those in white plumage, though the
latter are not uncommon. It is known for individuals to exhibit
intermediate plumage and | have seen slight variations in the
rufous males here. Recently, around sunset, | had a careful look
at two rufous males that came in for their ablutions at a nearby
pond. The first bird had its under parts, especially the breast and
upper belly, washed in grey with prominent white flanks and vent
while the second had pure white under parts and white primaries
tipped brown and appeared to be in transition to a white morph.

Of spurfowl

By positioning myself quietly by the windows, | found | could
observe Painted Spurfowl Galloperdix lunulata [49] that otherwise
are quite wary and difficult to observe in the wild. | could watch
the pair, or an individual, forage on the ground, scratching the soil
with their feet and moving about with a sense of freedom. Being
extremely alert, they would move away, never in a rush or with
a sense of alarm however, if they caught even a small glimpse
of a small movement or me through the window. On occasions
when | stayed still, they would go about feeding, coming as close
as a just a few feet from me! What a privilege it was to view
the male bird’s colourful plumage consisting of chestnut-red
and yellowish-buff unaided by the binoculars, and notice their
distinct white spots. A patient wait later, | eventually managed to
get them photographed. During school vacations, when no one
was about, the birds would boldly move in closer to the buildings.
| have seen them forage atop the roof of the hostel. Though
mostly silent, they communicate among themselves through soft
"kroo" calls, audible only at close range.
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On two occasions, | got to watch display behaviour. The first
took place on an adjacent hillside on the morning of 27 March
2011. Two males faced each other uttering low clucks; wings
slightly drooping and cocked-up tail feathers. They would fly at
or over one another from time to time. After two such bouts,
apparently not meaning to get into a serious fight they ignored
each other and went about as if simply foraging and minding
their own business! | sat observing the behaviour for about 15—
20 min after which the birds drifted away in different directions.

The second instance on 30 July 2011 took place right
outside Cauvery House around 0830 hrs. Four birds, including
three males were facing each other with drooping wings, moving
around slowly while uttering clucking sounds. The encounter
being unexpected, | was out in the open and a few feet away
from the displaying birds. Remaining oblivious to my presence,
they continued with their activity and after a while, there was
some chasing. | could not stay on since | had to attend to some
urgent work.

Early in February 2011, Gnanaskandan of Chennai
photographed a Red Spurfowl Galloperdix spadicea [50] on
campus. This was surprising because in my 13 years here, | had
not suspected the presence of a second spurfow! species in Rishi
Valley. One can easily turn complacent and take things for granted
over time and it takes fresh eyes, ears and an open mind to see
things differently! Despite several instances when | had nearly
seen and identified the spurfowl in well-wooded parts of the
campus with dense undergrowth and also heard their calls which
| am reasonably familiar with; the lack of a good sighting and their
tendency to dive for cover when someone came around, left me
unwilling to accept the presence of the species.

Confronted with photographic evidence, | revisited at least
six sites on campus where | suspected the occurrence of the
species and confirmed their presence at all spots. At some, they
were more used to the presence of people, and with a little
patience, one could sight them. | also began hearing their calls
more frequently in the wooded area behind Cauvery House and
one morning | had a good view from my window. After this, |
saw them fairly regularly and also received reports from other
colleagues on sightings near their residences. One morning
both the species of spurfowl were seen foraging outside my
window without animosity towards one another! A few days later
| managed to get a few decent pictures of them.

The Red Spurfowl were bigger of the two and more vocal,
especially early in the mornings. Their tiny crests, more uniform
plumage and somewhat confiding nature clearly distinguished
them from their cousins. Of the two species, Red Spurfowl were
more often seen on the well-wooded campus compared to the
rocky hillsides favoured by their Painted cousins. They however,
paid for their close association with human habitation at times a
little dearly. Once, | saw a few feathers belonging to the species
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strewn next to a residence in the campus, a victim of predation
by the domestic cat! Despite this, the species seem to be doing
well and | have seen small family parties occasionally.

Snake predation of birds

Snakes are regularly sighted on the school campus and in
certain seasons when cavity nesting birds are active, we have
occasionally spotted rat snakes Ptyas mucosa climbing tall trees,
and exploring these cavities much to the consternation and
discomfort of the owners of the nests. Often this resulted in a
noisy affair where nesting birds ganged up and mobbed the
predator, flying close to it and pecking it. This invariably drew the
attention of a passerby and caused the snake to withdraw from
the tree. On other occasions, | have detected the presence of a
snake from alarm calls of several passerines such as sunbirds
Nectarinia spp. Many join in mobbing it and flying dangerously
close till it moves away from the vicinity. However only twice
did | observe birds being preyed upon by snakes and on both
occasions the victims were adult birds.

On the afternoon of 21 March 2011, my attention was
drawn to an Ashy Drongo hanging in a neem tree Azadirachta
indica. On closer scrutiny, the bird was found to be dead; its
head grasped by a common vine snake Ahaetulla nasuta [51].
Well over 1 m. in length, the snake seemed considerably larger
than most specimens | have come across. Several House crows
Corvus splendens were harassing the snake but it held on to its
prey during the thirty minutes | spent at the site, watching and
photographing the proceedings along with several colleagues
and students. The bird turned out to be too much for the snake
to handle despite the latter's larger size. Even after | left the spot,
the drama continued. Later, from others | learnt that the snake
had to give up on its prey.

While “small birds” are reported in the diet of the common
vine snake (Whitaker 1978) the Ashy Drongo qualifies as a
medium-sized bird and is certainly large for a vine snake to
handle. The presence of the crows could have added to the
discomfiture of the snake, which could have dropped its prey
to avoid the harassment it was being subjected to continuously.

On an earlier instance, on 26 February 2005, two colleagues
brought in an unusual “gift". It was a dead common sand boa
Gongylophis conicus, a snake | have seen on a few occasions
killed by passing vehicles or people along the road outside our
campus. But this snake, almost 50 cm in length, was killed by
an unusual occurrence. The snake held in its mouth a little
dead bird—a Blyth's Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum—
that it intended to eat. It appeared as if the snake had choked
on the bird, whose head was completely inside its mouth. The
snake was a young specimen and must have been somewhat
inexperienced in handling large prey.
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51. Ashy Drongo and the vine snake.
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Delights and surprises at a birdbath

The transition between seasons is quite abrupt at Rishi Valley.
One day you're wearing a sweater to ward off the cold, the next
you are sweltering. The rains usually end by November, rarely
continuing in December. By early February, temperatures rise
and trees shed their leaves, there is feeling of dryness. All life
forms feel the pinch and seek water. The few water bodies in
normal years are dried-up and being few and far between, are
hardly sufficient to meet the demand. Bonnet Macaques Macaca
radiata open taps in residential areas or drink from buckets or
other containers.

| decided to place a small, shallow terracotta tray, raised a
little on bricks, outside my window under a jamun Syzygium
cumini tree. The Hibiscus spp., hedge running alongside would,
| felt, lend some sense of security and privacy for the birds using
it. My earlier attempts to entice birds with water in the city had
always ended in failure and had at the most attracted just crows.
Suffice to say, | did not expect much action at the birdbath.

Much to my delight the birdbath became an instant success.
Within a few hours, Red-whiskered Bulbuls Pycnonotus jocosus,
Common Tailorbirds Orthotomus sutorius, and White-headed
Babblers Turdoides affinis visited it. A garden lizard Calotes
versicolor too joined in after the peak traffic was through! Over
the next few days the news about the presence of the birdbath
spread far and the list of visitors swelled steadily over the next
few days, necessitating the need for augmenting supply. | soon
added another birdbath a few feet away from the first and refilled
them late mornings or afternoons.

Though | regret not having made a proper study, | made
a few casual observations over time while enjoying the close
proximity to birds and their behaviour. A few species were quite
hesitant and eyed the birdbaths with suspicion. Barring some,
most turned patrons after a while. The Asian Paradise-flycatcher,
Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda, and the Great Tit Parus
major, belonged to this category. Others eyed it carefully, never
used it (at least not when | was around); these included the
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis, Purple-rumped Sunbird
Nectarinia zeylonica, Painted Spurfowl, Lesser Golden-backed
Woodpecker Dinopium benghalense, Asian Brown Flycatcher
Muscicapa dauurica, and Blue-faced Malkoha Rhopodytes
viridirostris.

There was certainly a peck order at the bath. Magpie-Robins
would chase away Red-whiskered Bulbuls who in turn dominated
their Red-vented P. cafer cousins. Common Mynas visiting the
baths would get due respect. | have seen Red-whiskered Bulbuls
move away without protest. | have noticed a flock of White-
headed Babblers successfully putting to flight much larger Asian
Koel Eudynamys scolopacea and Rufous Tree-pie. Blyth's Reed-
warblers Acrocephalus dumetorum chased rivals as they came to
drink or bathe in the birdbath. Ashy drongos were once observed
chasing a pair of White-browed Bulbuls P. luteolus.

The Blue-throated Flycatcher appeared at the birdbath usually
at dusk. The birds would perch on the rim and sip a few drops
of water before enjoying a bath vigorously splashing water with
their wings. Once, an Ashy Drongo perched on the jamun tree
above the bath imitated the calls of the Shikra Accipiter badius to
perfection. Yet this did not have any impact on the Blyth's Reed-
warbler foraging nearby.

A male Asian Koel that came to drink at the bath on the
evening of 6 April 2012 appeared lethargic and seemed to be
in a stupor! It was around for quite some time, mostly sitting still

on the rim of the bath, occasionally sipping a few drops of water.
The bird did not fly off when | opened the window to photograph
it or when someone walked past a mere three meters away!
On closer examination, after the bird left, | noticed three to four
fruits of an exotic tree species that | have not yet identified in
the water that had been regurgitated by the bird. | noticed the
same behaviour for two more days and coincidentally found the
fruits again in and around the bath, littered on the ground or in
the water. | wonder if this fruit had some intoxicating effect on
the bird.

Usually individuals bathed in sequence, but on 15 April,
there were three White-browed Bulbuls in the birdbath together.
On the morning of 22 April, there were ten bird species and a
mammal at the birdbaths, coming in one after the other within a
short span of time.

While | had no one to keep the trays filled with water when
| had to travel out of the Valley, on my return the winged visitors
would turn out in less than a couple of hours upon refilling the
baths. There were mornings when | would hear birds calling, as
if waiting for me to fill up the empty containers. They would get
going the minute my back was turned! On days following rains,
the traffic was much lesser at the birdbaths. As monsoon set in,
they were virtually deserted.

A couple of species took me by surprise with their appearance
at the baths. The first turned up on 27 February 2012. | was
standing at the window mere meters away from the bird. It spent
a while engaging itself in an elaborate ablution. The brownish,
myna-sized bird appeared nondescript especially since it had no
distinct colours or patterns. I noticed it fly into the densest part of
the nearby hibiscus bush to preen for a while and then straight
into the wooded area, disappearing from view. It took another
visit from the bird for me to identify it, despite its noticeable
difference from the usual birds seen on campus and proximity
of sighting. Perhaps the bird was visiting all along, but it was
on 3 March when it spent two—three minutes at the bath that
| was able to observe its yellow beak and legs, malar stripes
and mottled marks on its breast and clinch its identity—a female
Tickell's Thrush Turdus unicolor, the first confirmed sighting on
campus! The same evening | took a walk to the patch of forest
where the bird disappeared on the earlier occasion, hoping to
see the bird. My luck held and | located a female and another
greyish individual against the light, leaving it undetermined if the
latter was the male. Previously, on 6 February 2011, | had seen
a bird at the edge of a pond, surrounded by dense vegetation,
where grey water was stored for treatment and suspected it to be
the thrush. There are a handful records of this species from the
southern India—near Mysore (Thejaswi et al. 2000); Bilgirirangan
Hills (Srinivasan & Prashanth 2005), Bengaluru city (Prashanth
2005), Anantagiri, Lammasinghi in north-eastern Andhra Pradesh
(Ali & Ripley 1987), and Araku Valley (Kumar et al. 2010).

| had seen the thrush on two earlier occasions along the
forested road between Ramgargh and Bhowali in Uttarakhand in
October 2007, and at the Rajghat School Campus (near Varanasi)
in February 2010.

The second surprise visitor was the Yellow-throated Bulbul
P. xantholaemus! [52] This too must have been a regular visitor
for a long time. However, | saw it for the first time on 15 March
2012 when three birds turned up at the baths. Before long, they
took off disturbed by a passerby. | could not believe my luck
at having enticed the most elusive bird in the campus to my
doorstep! Subsequently, the bulbuls were seen at the birdbaths
on eight other occasions in April and May. At most times, the
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birds turned up around 0900 hrs. Once when they visited, there
was a pair of White-browed Bulbuls at the other birdbath and
the two species did not interact, bathing sequentially. Seen next
to the Yellow-throated, the White-browed Bulbul looked quite
robust. | managed a few pictures of this elusive visitor with great
difficulty, patience and some luck. I now look forward to the next
dry season, hoping to carry out more systematic observations on
the visitors to the birdbaths.

List of the species that turned up at the birdbaths:

Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopacea Oriental Magpie-Robin C. saularis

Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus Blyth's Reed Warbler A. dumetorum

White-browed Bulbul £, luteolus Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius

Red-vented Bulbul P, cafer White-headed Babbler Turdoides affinis

Yellow-throated Bulbul P xantholaemus ~ Common Myna Acridotheres tristis

Grey Tit Parus major Blue-throated Flycatcher C. rubeculoides

Asian Paradise-flycatcher T. paradisi Tickell's Thrush Turdus unicolor

Jungle Crow Corvus macrorhynchos Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus

House Crow C. splendens Garden Lizard Calotes versicolor
Bonnet Macaque Macaca radiata
Three-striped Palm Squirrel £ palmarum

Additions and updates

Ultramarine Flycatcher Ficedula superciliaris: On a trek up
Horsley Hills from the school campus with friends from Madras
Naturalists Society on 5 November 2010, an overcast and cloudy
day, | came across a male and a female of the Ultramarine
Flycatcher. | heard and watched the birds flitting around the
canopy in a densely wooded patch along the trekking path at an
altitude of over 1000 m. A little later, | heard a couple more birds
further up, closer to the tourist complex. | could not get close
looks to determine the subspecies, the calls, which | am quite
familiar with, and the few field marks | noticed was sufficient to
identify the bird as the ultramarine flycatcher [53].

Roughly a week later, on 13 November, | heard and briefly
saw the Ultramarine Flycatcher again on a peltophorum tree in
the school campus. Despite several attempts, | could not locate
the bird until 4 February 2011, when a single bird was heard and
noticed flitting about in the canopy of a ficus tree. In the last week
of March 2011, it was seen and photographed by Arun Menon
at Horsley Hills (Menon 2011). From his photograph, it was clear
the bird belonged to the subspecies superciliaris.

After this sighting, the bird was again seen and photographed
in the campus on 4 February 2012 by Murugan Mohan of
Chennai, not far away from where | had seen it last. On 15
February, | again heard it just outside the campus in a more open
habitat.

52. Yellow-throated Bulbul P. xantholaemus at the birdbath.

SanTHARAM: Rishi Valley

53. Ultramarine Flycatcher Ficedula superciliaris.

This flycatcher is scarce but has been seen in parts of
Goa, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh, where it winters from its
breeding range in the Himalaya (Grimmett et al. 2011). There is
also a report of its occurrence in Kerala (Sashikumar et al. 2011).
| had seen it on 1 January 2007 at Nandi Hills near Bengaluru
where it is known to be a regular winter visitor. Horsley Hills and
Rishi Valley are less than 100 kms or so to the east of Nandi Hills
as the crow flies.

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo: An Eurasian Hobby pair
turned up on campus on 8 November 2012. | heard them call
from the top of a large rock, locally known as Cave Rock, on a hill
next to Cauvery House that afternoon. | confirmed the presence
of two adult birds with a spotting scope. They appeared quite
active, making sorties and flying back to their perch on the rocky
ledge. Their calls were a fairly loud, repetitive “ki-ki-ki!" | watched
them for a little over ten minutes after which they flew and
disappeared behind the hillside. Early next morning, | saw them
again at the same spot calling and circling overhead for a while till
they were lost from view. In the last few years, around the same
period | have sighted small falcons several times in the valley and
our campus, but could not confirm their identity as the birds were
usually seen briefly in flight. | presume the birds were in passage
migrating southward.

A look at the online bibliography of South Asia compiled
by Aasheesh Pittie [www.southasiaornith.in] showed that there
only scattered reports of this species in the southern India.
It has been included in Dewar's Madras list (Dewar 1905).
| had reported it from Pondicherry University Campus on 10
November 1988 (Santharam 1990). More recently, | observed
it at the foothills of the Alagarkoil Hills, close to Madurai on 1
November 2007 in the company of Dr T Badrinarayanan. This
species has been added with a question mark to the birdlist
of Kalakkkad-Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve (Johnsingh 2001). It
was reported from Bangalore on 17 June 1989 (Jayanth et al.
1992), and from Hyderabad in July 1994 (Anonymous 1994;
Pittie & Matthew 1994). There are also reports from Sri Lanka
(Grundsten 2011), and at Maldives (Anderson 2007; 2009),
where it appears to be following the migrating swarms of
dragonflies. As a postscript, | would like to add that | saw an
Eurasian Hobby flying at dusk over Cauvery House on 28 March
2013, presumably on return migration.

White-cheeked Barbet Megalaima viridis: | have earlier
(Santharam 2010) reported sight records of the White-cheeked
Barbet in Rishi Valley. Since then, the bird has become quite
common on campus and also in a few nearby areas with tree
cover. | suspect the presence of three to four pairs and at times
have heard several birds calling loudly from different directions.
| have also seen them at least once harassing the smaller
Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala and engaged
in enlarging a tree cavity that probably belonged to the latter
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species. The barbets are most probably breeding at Rishi Valley
now and seem they are here to stay.

More on the Marshall's lora Aegithina nigrolutea: Since my
first few sightings of Marshall's lora at Rishi Valley in January
2009 (Santharam 2010), | have been observing the birds at the
same locality fairly regularly. On 7 August 2011, | even noticed
the female carrying twigs in her beak, accompanied by the male
(which did not carry any twigs) flying to an Albizzia sp., tree.

More recently, on 21 November 2012, Suresh Jones and |
came across three Marshall's loras calling and actively flying from
tree to tree at the Marippadu Reserve Forest, near Vayalpad to
the east of Madanapalle (Chittoor district, Andhra Pradesh). A
few more individuals called from nearby trees. We followed the
birds and had good views for a few minutes. The habitat here
consisted of natural scrub vegetation interspersed with short-
statured trees. A little away, in an Eucalyptus plantation belonging
to the State Forest Department we came across Common loras
A. tiphia.

The Marshall's sighting prompted me to deduce that the
species may have been widely present in the natural forests in
this arid region before exotic tree plantations gave Common loras
a foothold in the territories of the Marshall's. This could easily
be the case with various other native fauna, like Yellow-throated
Bulbul and five-striped palm squirrel Funambulus pennantii,
which can be seen in isolated pockets undisturbed by plantations
of non-native tree species (Santharam 2008). A wider survey is
required before this theory can be validated.

Yellow-throated Bulbul: After initial sightings of this rare bulbul,
there have been regular reports from at least three locations
on campus and two sites outside. Usually two and rarely more
individuals were seen or heard. From Cauvery House | would hear
the birds from the scrub-covered hillside and sometimes even on
trees closer by. As mentioned earlier, the birds even visited my
birdbaths in the dry months. The birds were seen all through the
year and it seems safe to assume the birds are breeding here.
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(distributed up to 1,000 m in peninsular hills), widespread,

local, and uncommon in mostly open non-desert habitats
in India, often associated with man (Grimmett et al. 1978;
Rasmussen & Anderton 2005). The global status and distribution
of its 46 recognised races is still uncertain and a review of the
entire group is long overdue (del Hoyo et al. 1999).

Hume (1875) first described the barn owl found on South
Andaman Island as Strix De-Roepstorffi (Jathar & Rahmani 2007).
Later, Baker (1927) treated it as a subspecies T. a. deroepstorffi
of the mainland bird. Following that, some authorities recognised

The Common Barn Owl Tyto alba is known to be resident

two subspecies, T. a. stertens found on the sub-continental
mainland, and T. a. deroepstorffi on the Andaman Islands (Ali &
Ripley 1969; Grimmett et al. 1998; Kazmierczak 2000).

On the basis of Konig et al. (1999), Rasmussen & Anderton
(2005) re-elevated the island race of the barn owl to full species
level, Andaman Barn-owl Tyto deroepstorffi. This is based on
distinct morphological differences between the mainland and
island birds.

The Andaman Barn-owl is believed to be scarce, and reported
only from South Andaman Island, and from the nearby islands of
Viper, Ross, and North-, and South Cinque. It has been recorded
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54. Andaman Barn-ow! Tyto deroepstorffi in a cave at the northern west coast of
Interview Island.

Fig. 1. Google earth map showing distribution records of Andaman
Barn-owl in North and Middle Andaman Islands.

Table 1. Islands with locations of the Andaman Barn-owl detected in
North and Middle Andaman Islands

Island Name Location Mode of detection
Interview Island (Middle Andaman Island)  12°55'N, 92°40°E Sighting
Pagget Island (North Andaman Island) 13°25'N, 92°50'E Call
Thomhill Island (North Andaman Island) ~ 13°32'N, 92°54'E Call
East Island (North Andaman Island) 13°38'N, 93°02'E Call
Chalis-ek (North Andaman Island) 13°02'N, 92°59'E Call

roosting in buildings or tree hollows along the coasts and in fields.
It is believed that the species is found mostly on the large islands
with an area greater than 20 km? (Davidar et al. 2008). Since the
IUCN still treats the Andaman Barn-owl as a race of the Common
Barn-owl, it is not yet listed in the Red Data Book.

In March 2012, | surveyed all the caves on North-, and Middle

MancHi: Andaman Barn-owl

Andaman lIslands to ascertain the breeding population of the
Edible-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus fuciphagus. While surveying the
coastal caves on the north-western part of the Interview Island
Wildlife Sanctuary, | encountered an Andaman Barn-owl [54]
inside a cave (12°55'410"N, 92°40'284"E; 2 m asl). This is the
first record of an Andaman Barn-owl from the Middle Andaman
Island group. This is also the first time that the species was
recorded from inside a cave. The individual was seen roosting in
a dimly lit area on a rocky ledge on the inner wall just above the
cave's south-west facing opening. The dry cave measured 6 m in
height, and was almost 1 m wide and 5 m long. The light inside
the cave, entering through a crevice, was dim but sufficient to see
things without artificial light.

Surprisingly | also encountered the species on various islands
comprising the North Andaman Island group, like Pagget-,
Thomhill-, and East Islands (Fig. 1). At night | heard calls of the
Andaman Barn-owl on each of these three islands. | also heard
its calls near the caves at Chalis-ek (Pattilevel village), in North
Andaman (Table 1).

As the Andaman Barn-owl was never recorded in the North-
and Middle Andaman Islands, nor is there any previous record of
its roost in caves, the above observations add significantly to what
is known about this species.

Given that this owl is endemic to the Andaman Islands,
research into various aspects of its ecology should be prioritised
with a view towards its conservation.
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Introduction

Drongos are old-world tropical species belonging to the family
Dicruridae. They are medium-sized, glossy black in colour
and insectivorous. Out of 24 drongo species, 17 have been
documented associating with animal species ranging from ants
to large mammals (Bannerman 1939; Ali & Ripley 1987; Ganesh
1993; Veena & Lokesha 1993; Styring & Ickes 2001; Harsha et al.
2007). These birds follow other animals to prey upon arthropods
and small vertebrates flushed by the latter's movements. In India,
ten drongo species occur widely (Grimmett et al. 1998), with
the Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus being a
resident of the Himalayan foothills from Uttaranchal to Arunachal
Pradesh extending to cover all of north-eastern India. It occurs in
most of peninsular India east of Gujarat, and in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. It is common in broadleaved and mixed bamboo
forests (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012).

Langurs are distinctly different from macaques (both members
of Cercopithecidae), being larger in size and possessing distended
stomachs and very long tails. Phayre's langur Trachypithecus
phayrei is a diurnal animal and is predominantly arboreal—it
seldom descends to the ground, preferring to navigate from
tree to tree. It is a folivorous species that lives in mixed moist
deciduous forest, primary secondary moist evergreen forest,
bamboo dominated areas and semi-evergreen forests. Phayre's
langur is found in Bangladesh, Burma, China, India, Thailand,
and Vietnam (Roonwal & Mohnot 1977; Stanford 1988; Gupta
& Kumar 1994; Srivastava 1999). In India it is found only in the
lower north-eastern states bordering Bangladesh (Menon 2003),
especially in Tripura, Mizoram, and Assam (Mukherjee 1982;
Choudhury 1987; Srivastava 1999).

Methodology

This study was conducted between December 2009 and April
2010 at Sepahijala Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS) (23°37'-23°42'N,
91°17'-91°21'E; 18.53 km?), which was established in 1987
and falls under Bishalgarh civil subdivision of West Tripura district,
about 20 km from Agartala. The vegetation here consists of moist
mixed deciduous, secondary moist bamboo, and sal, teak, and
rubber plantations.

Sepahijala WLS hosts several rubber plantations that play a
role in the conservation of Phayre's langur (Gupta 1997). Langur
troops mostly feed and spend time in these plantations. The
feeding activity of Racket-tailed Drongos was observed using focal
animal sampling (Altmann 1974) in this monoculture plantation.

Opportunistic observations were made in the morning (0600—
1100 hrs), and evening (1600—1800 hrs), as animal movements
are high during those hours. Drongos were observed feeding on
insects that fell during the movement of Phayre's langur. The
percentage of capture rate (or success rate) was calculated by
using the following formula.

Capture rate (or Successive rate) = N/nX100

N=Number of times insect captured

n=Number of attempts made to capture insect

Results & discussion

Greater Racket-tailed Drongos foraged more actively during
morning and evening as the langurs would also actively forage
around the same time, plucking leaves and eating them while
moving from branch to branch. During such movements,
insects found on leaves and branches would get disturbed and
fall down, which the drongos captured in mid-air. At noon the
drongos would stop following the langur troops and disappear, as
the langurs reduced foraging and resorted to other activities like
grooming, and other social behaviour.

The highest success rate was 89% (N=82) and lowest was
38% (N=100) (Mean 59.4). In most cases the success rate was
more than 50%. Seldom did the drongos fail to capture insects.
The birds perched either below the langurs or 2—4 m diametrically
opposite them. There were no conflicts noted between Greater
Racket-tailed Drongos and Phayre's langurs during the study.
The only conflict noted, was once with the Large-billed Crow
Corvus macrorhynchos. Greater Racket-tailed Drongos were also
observed to follow capped langur Trachypithecus pileatus and
the pig-tailed macaques Macaca nemestrina. But their highest
association was with Phayre’s langurs. We observed that the
feeding association of Greater Racket-tailed Drongos with the
Phayre's langurs was highest during leaf-fall in rubber plants,
which shed their leaves rapidly during January—March. During
these three months the Greater Racket-tailed Drongos were
observed to associate with the langurs for foraging and benefit
from the association.
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found mainly in North America and Europe. It breeds

along coastlines or inlands in the North Pacific and Atlantic
oceans, and is common near fishing ports and colonies near
the sea. It winters at sea, ranging across much of the North
Atlantic and Pacific oceans (del Hoyo et al.1996; Svensson et
al.2009). Grimmett et al. describe it as a vagrant to the Indian
Subcontinent.

During a birding visit to the coast of Maharashtra on
24 November 2012, at Akshi in Alibag district, Maharashtra
(18°36'8"N, 72°53'53"E), we spotted an odd looking gull [55],
standing alongside a group of Lesser Sand Plovers Charadrius
mongolus and Greater Sand Plovers C. leschenaultii. It resembled
a juvenile Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica at first sight. Unsure of
its identity we took a few photographs for later. The bird had a
prominent black collar, dark primaries, and a black band across
median coverts, dark ear spot, dark legs and thin looking beak
and different structure. A literature search (Grimmett et al. 2011;
Kazmierczak 2000) did not help in identification.

An online search on www.orientalbirdimages.org yielded a
clue with the first image of the Black-legged Kittiwake by Sujan
Chatterjee, which he reported on 30 November 2012 from
Assam. | compared his image to ours and found great similarity.
Referring to Svensson et al. (2009) and Avibase, an online
checklist database, we confirmed the species’ identity. Apart
from Chatterjee’s record, we found only one other image by

The Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla is a gull (Laridae)

Mark Newsome of the Kittiwake from 2005 in Goa. We found no
other records from India, and to the best of our knowledge, this
is the second record of the Black-legged Kittiwake from India and
first from Maharashtra.
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Booby Sula leucogaster [56] off Nivati, Sindhudurg district,
Maharashtra during a survey and habitat study of small
cetaceans.

The bird was sighted on 22 November 2012 at 1019
hrs, about three kilometers off the coast. It was perched on a
polystyrene float possibly discarded from a gill net. It did not
seem disturbed by our approaching boat and we got as close
as 15mtoit

An immature Brown Booby, at first sight, appears confusingly
similar to an immature Masked Booby S. dactylatra, but can
be differentiated by the lack of a complete white collar seen in
the latter. Adult and immature Brown Boobies appear similar;
with juveniles possessing somewhat paler colours and a grey
bill (yellow in the adult). Boobies are unique in that they lack
nostrils. Owing to their rapid, deep diving habits, they have in
the course of evolution lost their nostrils as an adaptation. They
breathe through the gape by slightly opening their beaks.

The Brown Booby is believed to breed on the Lakshadweep
archipelago (Grimmett et al. 1999) but there is no evidence
of this. It is an occasional non-breeding visitor to the western
coast of mainland India and has been recorded from a few other
locations on the western coast and Lakshadweep (Table 1), as
has been the Masked Booby. Several sightings are likely to have
been confusions between these two species. Hume (1874)
reported them from the Andaman Sea off Preparis Is & Coco s,
Myanmar. The Brown Booby is also recorded from the Chagos
archipelago and other islands in the Indian Ocean (Rasmussen
& Anderton 2012).

This article describes the sighting of an immature Brown
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ntroduced alien (or exotic) species can have serious negative

effects on native ecosystems and populations. Biological

invasions are a widespread and significant component of
human-induced global environmental change through breakdown
of regional distinctiveness of the Earth’s flora and fauna. There
is substantial evidence that biological invasions contribute
substantially to extinction (Vitousek 1994; Vitousek et al. 1997,
Simberloff 2003). In 1992 the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) recognised that biological invasion is the second most
serious threat to biodiversity after habitat destruction (Jenkins
1999). Most of the introduced species have the potential to
establish in an alien environment, and they can act as agents of
change in species equilibrium and extinction of native species of
the area where they are introduced (Fritts & Rodda 1998; Donlan
et al. 2003; Ali 2004).

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are exposed to high levels
of human-mediated introduction of non-native plant and animal
species. In all, 566 plant, three snail, four insect, 12 mammal,
13 marine fish species, and one virus are known to have been
introduced to these islands (Mohanraj et al. 1999). There may
be many more introduced species not yet documented in
these islands. The primary objective of this paper is to prepare a
complete list of wild avifauna that was intentionally introduced by
humans into the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

A total of 19 species of birds (Table 1) were introduced to
the Islands from mainland India during the first half of the 19t
Century (Lever 1987; Sankaran & Vijayan 1993; Mohanraj et
al. 1999; Kazmierczak 2000). Bird surveys by Rajan on most
inhabited islands, during the last four years, reveal that of these
introduced species, only six—Common Myna Acridotheres tristis,
House Sparrow Passer domesticus, Blue Rock Pigeon Columba
livia, Grey Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus, House Crow
Corvus splendens, and Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus now survive
in these islands. Grey Francolin and Indian Peafowl populations
are small and restricted to one particular site (Rajan & Pramod
2011).

The Grey Francolin was introduced through Port Blair in c.
1890 but did not successfully establish a population; however,
it continues to survive in very small numbers in defrosted areas
of Dolly Gunj, Port Blair (Abdulali 1965; Lever 1987; Rajan &
Pramod 2011). Bump & Bump (1964) reported that the Chinese
Francolin £. pintadeanus was introduced to Andaman in the 19%
century but has not been included in the list of introduced bird
species of these islands by many subsequent authors (Lever
1987). There have been no further reports of these birds from
the Andamans. According to Kloss (1903), the Blue Rock Pigeon
was introduced in Car Nicobar. Abdulali (1965) reported that it
had established populations in the Nicobar Islands as well as in
Port Blair. The Blue Rock Pigeon is now very common in most of
the main inhabited islands of the Andaman group, especially in

the urban areas (Rajan & Pramod 2011).

Around the 1860s, Col. R. C. Tytler introduced three species of
birds—Common Myna, House Crow, and Jungle Myna A. fuscus—
in Port Blair (Pittie 1988; Lever 1987; Mohanraj et al. 1999).
Except for the Common Myna, the other two could not establish
populations. However, a small population of the House Crow was
reported by Pittie (1988), and has been recorded more recently
in 2002 with seven individuals, their numbers are now increasing
rapidly in Port Blair and nearby areas (Ali 2003; Rajan & Pramod
2011). According to Abdulali (1965), House Sparrow and Indian
Peafowl were introduced to Ross lIsland in South Andaman.
Indian Peafowl was introduced in 1868 and were apparently
killed off during the Japanese colonisation of these Islands during
the Second World War. After India’s independence in 1947, birds
were re-introduced to these Islands and there is now a viable
population of Indian Peafowl on Ross Island (Lever 1987; Rajan
& Pramod 2011). O. H. Brookes introduced the House Sparrow
in two attempts; six birds were brought first in 1882, followed
by 20 more in 1895 (Lever 1987). Sankaran & Vijayan (1993)
reported that the Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus
whistleri and the White-headed Myna Sturnus erythropygius
were both introduced to the Nicobar Islands from Port Blair.

The Common Myna and House Sparrow are the most
successful among the introduced bird species in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. Not only have they maintained their populations
near urbanised and rural areas, but also have extended their
range of distribution to many other locations. These are two of
the introduced species that may be considered as Alien Invasive
Species (AIS) with respect to these islands. During the last four
years, we have recorded several instances of direct competition
of the Common Myna with native species for nesting holes and
roosting places. The two native avian families that are directly
affected by the competitive nature of this alien invasive species
are starlings (Sturnidae) and parakeets (Psittacidae). Common
Myna is one of the hundred worst global invasive alien species
according to the IUCN's Global Invasive species database. In
the Andaman Islands too, they have lived up to their negative
reputation but ecological effects on the native species need to
be more critically evaluated.

Introduced species are a major threat to island biodiversity.
The impact of such alien species, particularly on islands, is well
documented (Savidge 1987), and the situation in the Andaman
& Nicobars is not different from other islands (Mohanraj et al.
1999; Ali 2004). The need for prevention and control of species
being introduced, and severe threats posed by invasions have
been documented by various experts at international and regional
levels. The IUCN constituted the Species Survival Commission to
look at invasive species as primary focus for its global action.
Invasive Species Specialist Group (ISSG) of IUCN has provided
‘Guidelines for the Prevention of Biodiversity Loss caused by
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Alien Invasive Species’ (IUCN 2000). Many eradication attempts
have been made by different agencies worldwide on major AlS
like the Common Myna (Feare 2010). According to Simberloff
(2002), control of invasive species is possible in three stages,
(1) keeping them out; (2) if they get in, finding and trying to
eradicate them quickly; and (3) if they cannot be eradicated,
managing them at low levels. With respect to the Common Myna
in the Andaman Islands, the first two options are not considered
practical now. The question is of adopting management strategies
that can maintain the population at low levels. For this we need
to have focused studies on the ecological impact of these
introduced species so that wildlife managers in the islands can
make informed decisions.

There is neither a complete list nor detailed studies on the
introduced species of Andaman & Nicobar Islands, but experts
have mentioned the introduced birds of these islands in different
books and articles as anecdotal references. The list presented here
(Table 1) is an up to date synthesis of all available information
on the introduced birds of Andaman & Nicobar Islands with
comments on their present status. Red-whiskered Bulbul and
White-headed Myna are excluded from this list because their
introduction was inter-island.
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Table 1. List of introduced bird species of Andaman and Nicobar Islands

*Surviving introduced species

No Species Year Introduced Notes
1 Jungle Myna Acridotheres tristis 1860s Introduced from Burma in Port Blair by Col. R. C. Tytler. Possibly died out.
5 House Crow* Corvus splendens 1862 & 1864 Introduced for sanitary purposes, bgt failed to lestablish. Accidently reached recently
and established well in Port Blair.
3 Rose-ringed parakeet Psittacula krameri <1863 Possibly died out
4 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus <1866 Possibly died out
5 Common Myna* Acridotheres tristis 1867 Introduced in Ross Island. Established well in different habitats of main inhabited Islands
except evergreen forests.

6 Peafowl* Pavo cristatus 1868 Introduced in the Ross Island. About 16 individuals still surviving.
7 Red Avadavat Amandava formosa <1873 Possibly died out
8 House Sparrow* Passer domesticus 1882 & 1895 Introduced in the Ross Island. Established well in main inhabited islands.
9  Little Brown Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 1899 Possibly died out
10 Black headed Munia Lonchura malacca <1906 Possibly died out
11 Grey Partridge* Francolinus pondicerianus 1890 Now established around in Port Blair with very less number.
12 Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha 1960 Escaped form iron-mesh enclosure on Ross Islands during a storm, no sightings after that. Possibly died out
13 Common Quail Coturnix coturnix 1961 Brought from Madras and released into Ross Island. No recent records. Possibly died out.
14 Jungle Bush Quail Perdicula asiatica 1961 No recent records. Possibly died out
15 Painted Bush Quail Perdicula erythrorhyncha 1961 No recent records. Possibly died out
16 Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 1961 Brought from Calcutta and released into Neil Island. No recent records. Possibly died out
17 Openbilled Stork Anastomus oscitans 1964 Introduced from Calcutta and released into' Sopth Andaman for the control of African giant snail. But failed to

establish in these Islands. Died out.
18 Blue Rock Pigeon* Columba livia - Distributed in town center in Port Blair, Rangat, Hut Bay and Diglipur and also in villages as small groups.
19 Chinese Francolin Francolinus pintadeanus <1964 Has been taken to Andaman (Bump & Bump, 1964), Possibly died out.
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(Laridae) that breeds in north Holarctic coasts and winters

at sea in the northern hemisphere. Though pelagic, they
are sometimes observed as a rare vagrant during the migratory
season sometimes far inland. Such birds usually are driven in by
storms or ill (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012).

This article describes the sighting of a Black-legged Kittiwake
from Puthankadapuram beach in Thrissur district, Kerala
(10°35"24"N, 75°59'24"E), which is c. 5 km from the nearest
town of Chavakkad.

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla is a small gull

57. Close-up of a Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla.

58. A Pair of Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla.

Table 1: Records of Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla from mainland India
Location Date Reference
Goa 16 January 2005 Newsome 2005

Alibag (Maharashtra) 24 November 2012 Rahane & Bramhankar 2013
(elsewhere in this issue)
Majuli Island (Assam) 30 November 2012 Chatterjee 2012

On 25 December 2012, a lone Black-legged Kittiwake was
observed at a distance, along with a flock of several other gull
species including Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus and
Brown-headed Gull L. brunnicephalus. The identity could not be
confirmed since there was no photograph. Later on 18 January
2013 one of the authors (PPS) again sighted and photographed
a bird from the same site. On 24 January two birds were sighted
and photographed from Puthankadapuram beach, close to a
flock of Heuglin's Gull L. heuglini, Black-headed Gull and Brown-
headed Gulls. The birds seemed very weak and did not fly when
approached. Both birds had a dark region behind their eyes. One
bird had a yellow beak with a greyish tip while the other had a
pale yellow bill with a greyish tinge towards the mouth [57, 58].
The birds had a greyish-black nape and white towards the breast.
When perched, the wings were greyish white with black tips.
Since we have not come across the species before, we managed
to get as many photographs as possible. Later the images were
forwarded to several birdwatchers including Praveen J., Dipu K,
and Mike Prince, and the bird was identified as first winter Black-
legged Kittiwake by them.

Previous records of species from India include sightings
from Goa, Alibag (Maharashtra), and Majuli Island (Assam)
(Table 1). None of these have been published independently,
however, good photographs are available for reference in www.
orientalbirdimages.org. This shall be an addition to the bird list of
Kerala (Sashikumar et al. 2011).
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to Shanpukur (22°86'N, 88°68'E), near Habra, North 24

Parganas district, West Bengal, Mr Mridul Kanti Kar, Mr
Kanad Baidya, and Mr S Chakraborty spotted a small bird moving
around on the ground in a dense thicket. Other members of
the group, including senior birders, Dr Kshounish Sankar Ray, Mr
Prosenijit Singh Deo, and Mr Abhijit Das soon realised that this
bird’s behavior and looks seemed different from other familiar
birds of the area. | managed to photograph this skittish bird. This
individual was very secretive and found under a dense bush
beside a water-body in a well-wooded area, feeding on insects
on the ground and occasionally perching on low branches. When
approached closely it flew to a neighboring tree but returned
almost immediately to the bush. The bird was silent during the
entire duration of our observation, 0800—1200 hrs.

At a glance, in the field, the bird resembled a chat and we
were quickly on the right page of the field guide, Luscinia spp.
(Grimmett et al. 1998). The bird did not match any of the adult
plumages. Its back and rump had a bluish-grey tinge, and orange-
buff under parts suggested it was neither a juvenile Indian Blue
Robin L. brunnea nor a first winter male Siberian Blue Robin
L. cyane. While white is present on tails of both, female White-
tailed Rubythroat L. pectoralis, and first winter male Firethroat
L. pectardens, the absence of a white supercilium suggested
that it might be a Firethroat [59]. Later on after checking the
pictures, experienced birders, Mr. Adesh Shivkar and Mr. Sumit
Sen confirmed it was a non-breeding male Firethroat.

On 11 March 2012 during an early morning birding trip

We revisited Shanpukur on 23 March 2012, and the bird was
still there. What was interesting was that it had started moulting
into its breeding plumage. A couple of feathers on its breast were
already turning red, and its features, resembled an adult [60].
On 1 April 2012, the bird had almost completed moulting with a
brilliant red spread across its breast with dark border [61]. It was
a spectacular sight. But that day it was sighted for the last time.

oM

Fig. 1. Locations of Firethroat sightings from South Asia.

Location Date Reference Remarks
Garo Hills, Meghalaya, India 18 January 1950  Koelz 1954 A specimen collected by W. Koelz
Pasula Beel, Gurmar Haor, Bangladesh 24 April 1992 Thompson et al. 1994 A male in full breeding plumage found by D.A. Scott and S.M.A. Rashid
Mehao WLS, Arunachal Pradesh, India 21 June 1992 Katti 1992 A pair seen.
Orak-Glensang area, Arunachal 1992 Acharya et al. 2010 Seen twice in the same area in consecutive years, tropical broadleaved forest, alt 1050m.
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Firethroat is a vagrant or a rare winter visitor to north-eastern
India, and breeds in south-eastern Tibet and western China
(Rasmussen & Anderton 2005). There have been only four
previous known instances where the species has been observed
in South Asia of which one is from Bangladesh (Table 1, Fig. 1).
This was the first record from West Bengal and quite possibly the
first bird to be photographed in the field in India. The Firethroat is
designated Near-Threatened by the IUCN (BirdLife International
2013) due to loss of its habitat.
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e describe here the repeated sightings of Isabelline
VVWheatear Oenanthe isabellina in the adjacent districts

of Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi (Tuticorin), in southern
Tamil Nadu (India), between January 2011 and January 2013. The
area mainly comprises grassland, bisected by the Thamiraparani
River, and has many rain-fed tanks and canals. Though the region
receives rains during the NE monsoon (October—November),
most of the area is relatively dry except for some tracts of lateritic
soil near Vallanad Hills in Thoothukudi district.

-

On 30 January 2011, one of us (P)V) photographed a small
brownish bird in the dry stubble fields adjoining Vijanarayanam
tank (8°25'N, 77°46'E), which is 15 km from the famous heronry
of Koonthakulam in Tirunelveli district. During the visit, the tank
was almost dry, with a few patches of water, and the bird was
seen on a mound of soil in the fields adjoining the tank. The
picture [62] was posted in Internet Bird Collection (http://ibc.
lynxeds.com/photo/isabelline-wheatear-oenanthe-isabellina/
bird-perched-earth-mound) where it was identified as an
Isabelline Wheatear.

The second sighting of the bird was on 15 February 2011 (by
SC) at Kannankulam (8°29'N, 77°45'E), a small tank adjoining
Koonthakulam, and on a subsequent visit to this site another bird
was photographed [63] on 25 December 2011.

On 13 January 2013 at around 1700 hrs, we (VGVA &
KM) came across a small buffish bird in an area adjoining the
airport in Thoothukudi (8°43'N, 78°01'E) and identified it as
Isabelline Wheatear [64]. This site is about ¢. 40 km north-east
of Koonthankulam. The area is a vast tract of grassland that is
being converted into housing plots. The bird was perched on one
of the brick structures put up to protect newly sown plants. We
identified it as the Isabelline Wheatear based on the uniform buff
colour, black loral eyestripe, the almost uniform buff primaries, a
thin black alula and extensive black on the tails with well-defined
whites on the base. However, the bird maintained a relatively
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63. Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina, Koonthakulam.

horizontal stance causing confusion with a female Desert
Wheatear O. deserti but the presence of the black loral eye stripe
clinched its identity (Grimmett et al. 2011). Photographs were
crculated in TamilBirds (http://in.groups.yahoo.com/group/
Tamilbirds/message/5912) for confirmation, and this resulted in
productive discussions about the prior records mentioned above.

Isabelline Wheatear breeds in Afghanistan and Pakistan
(Grimmett et al. 2011) and its winter range is mainly limited
to Pakistan and north-western India (Kazmierczak 2000). It is
considered a rare winter migrant to Sri Lanka (Kaluthota &
Kotagama 2009) and has been reported in the Maldives (BirdLife
International 2013).

A handful of sightings from the eastern slopes of the
Western Ghats, the drier areas of the Konkan, and Goa have
been recorded (Pande et al. 2003). It has been reported from
the Deccan Plateau in Andhra Pradesh in 2003 (Pittie & Ulla
2006). Sightings of Isabelline Wheatear exist in Raichur district in
Karnataka (Ghorpade et al. 2011). In Kerala it has been recorded
in Madayipara in Kannur district on 13 October 2009, and
one sighting in Kottayam district was reported in August 2010
(Sashikumar et al. 2011).

Considering that Isabelline Wheatear has been sighted in
consecutive winters in south-eastern India, and with a possible
wintering ground in Sri Lanka, and the Maldives, it is possible
the bird occurs more regularly and widely. Birdwatchers should
lookout for them so that over the years a clearer picture of its
distribution range emerges.
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64. Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina, Thoothukudi.
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and photographed at Teesta Bazaar (a small town in

Darjeeling district of West Bengal, on the right bank of
Teesta River), on 26 March, 2011. The bird was a thrush and it
was seen foraging in a bamboo grove just adjacent to the river. It
was not identified at the time but several photos were taken and
one of these was posted on the Indian Birds Photography website
(http://indianbirdsphotography.blogspot.co.uk) requesting help
with identification. Recently, Tim Inskipp suggested that the
bird in the photo was a Fieldfare Turdus pilaris. Based on the
description provided by Rasmussen & Anderton (2005) the
diagnostic features that can be discerned from the photos are
the bluish-grey head, weak white supercilium, white under parts
washed rusty-ochre on heavily spotted throat, breast and flanks;
black lores and neck-patch and brown legs [65, 66].

The species breeds in northern and central Europe east to
west and central Siberia and Transbaikalia. It winters in western
and southern Europe and south-western Asia; vagrants have
occurred in Arabia, China (Kansu), Japan, and North America
(Clement & Hathway 2000).

In the Indian Subcontinent, a number of old reports of its
occurrence exist, but doubt has been expressed about their
authenticity. Jerdon (1862) noted that, ‘The Fieldfare of Europe
has been recently found, though once only, at Simla, in the N. W.
Himalayas. Adams records that it is tolerably common in the oak
and pine-forests of Cashmere, but only, | presume, in the winter!
However, the only relevant publications by Adams (1859a, b)
made no mention of the species, whereas for the Mistle Thrush
T viscivorus he noted, ‘In the forests and in sequestered valleys
of the Cashmere ranges, particularly pine or oak forests; pretty
common! It seems likely that Jerdon transcribed the information
incorrectly. Oates (1890) noted that, ‘The Fieldfare, according to
Jerdon, has occurred once at Simla, and Adams records it from
Kashmir. The only specimen | have ever seen from India is one
obtained by Dr. Jameson at Saharanpur, and presented by him to
the Indian Museum, from which it passed to the British Museum!
Ticehurst (1940) noted that, Jerdon says it had been once recently
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On my way back from a trip to Sikkim, a bird was spotted

65. Fieldfare Turdus pilaris.

found at Simla, and quotes Adams as saying that it is tolerably
common in Kashmir. This latter record is palpably erroneous and
no doubt, a confusion with atrogularis. The Saharunpur specimen
is a very old one and is in the British Museum. It is possible there
is some mistake over the locality! Ali & Ripley (1998) stated that it
was, ‘Accidental. One record (undated) from Saharanpur, U.P. (an
error in the locality is however not to be excluded)’ Rasmussen &
Anderton (2012) treated the species as hypothetical in the Indian
Subcontinent, stating that it was a, ‘Supposed winter vagrant, N
India (one specimen, Saharanpur, W Uttar-BMNH; specimen a very
old mount and locality probably in error). Old anecdotal reports
Simla and Kashmir are probably erroneous (Ticehurst 1940)!
Note that Ticehurst (1940) did not state that the locality of the
Saharanpur specimen was ‘probably in error’ or that the Simla
report was ‘probably erroneous’ More recently, two individuals
were sighted on 20 April 2001 at Firozpura, Banaskantha district,
Gujarat (Joshua et al. 2005).

The present is the first photographic record of the species
from the Indian subcontinent, thereby eliminating any doubt as
to the occurrence of the species.

References

Adams, A. L., 1859a. Notes on the habits, haunts, etc. of some of the birds of India. Proc.
Zool. Soc. London 26: 466-512 (1858).

Adams, A. L., 1859b. The birds of Cashmere and Ladakh. Proc. Zool. Soc. London 27
(395): 169-190.

Ali, S., & Ripley, S. D., 1998. Handbook of the birds of India and Pakistan together with
those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. Robins to wagtails. 2nd (Hard-
back) ed. Delhi: (Sponsored by Bombay Natural History Society.) Oxford University
Press. Vol. 9 of 10 vols. Pp. i-xviii, 1-310, 10 Il.

Clement, P, & Hathway, R., 2000. Thrushes. 1st ed. London: Christopher Helm, A & C
Black. Pp. 1-463.

Jerdon, T. C, 1862. The birds of India being a natural history of all the birds known to
inhabit continental India: with descriptions of the species, genera, families, tribes,
and orders, and a brief notice of such families as are not found in India, making it
amanual of ornithology specially adapted for India. 1st ed. Calcutta: Published by
the author at the Military Orphan Press. Vol. 1 of 2 vols. Pp. i-xlv, 1-535.

Joshua, J,, Soni, H., Joshi, N. M., & Joshi, P. N., 2005. Sighting of Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris)
in Firozpura of Banaskantha district, north Gujarat, India. Newsletter for Birdwatch-
ers 45 (4): 59-60.

QOates, E. W., 1890. The Fauna of British India, Including Ceylon and Burma (Birds). 1st
ed. London; Calcutta; Bombay; Berlin: Taylor and Francis; Thacker, Spink, & Co.;
Thacker & Co.; R. Friedldnder & Sohn. Vol. 2 of 4 vols. Pp. i-x, 1-407.

Rasmussen, P. C,, & Anderton, J. C, 2012. Birds of South Asia: the Ripley guide. 2nd ed.
Washington, D.C,, Michigan and Barcelona: Smithsonian Institution, Michigan State
University and Lynx Edicions. 2 vols. Pp. 1-378; 1-684.

Ticehurst, C. B., 1940. Systematic notes on Indian birds - VIII. 25. On some forms for
the inclusion of which in the avifauna of British India further proof is needed. /bis
(14) 4 (4): 722-728.



78

Photos: R. Singal

Indian BIRDS VoL. 8 No. 3 (PusL. 22 ArriL 2013)

Pale Roch Sparrow Carpospiza brachydactyla

from Manipal, harnataka, India

Ramit Singal

Singal, R., 2013. Pale Rock Sparrow Carpospiza brachydactyla from Manipal, Karnataka, India.

Indian BIRDS 8 (3) 78.

Ramit Singal, B-14, Law Apartments, Karkardooma, Delhi 110092, India. Email: ramitsingal@gmail com

Manuscript received on 11 February 2013.

Carpospiza brachydactyla from Manipal, Udupi district

(Karnataka, India). End Point (13°36'46"N, 74°78'76"E),
located on the northern edge of Manipal, is a flat laterite hill top
comprising of short grasses and scrubland. Though now mostly
converted into parks and sports fields, there is a small patch of
the original lateritic habitat that remains intact.

The bird was seen on 2 October 2012 while we were looking for
larks (Alaudidae) and pipits (Motacillidae) in the aforementioned
habitat. The very pale individual struck us as interesting since it
was clearly paler than the Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris and two
Greater Short-toed Larks Calandrella brachydactyla that were
feeding alongside on the ground. The bird was incredibly shy and
did not allow us to approach it. Its movements on the ground
were slow and deliberate—fairly reminiscent of a lark that is busy
feeding—and its flight was short, low, and direct. On landing, it
would stay upright for a few seconds before continuing foraging.
It flew only on close approach, preferring to stay on the ground
otherwise. Its call was a short and soft “chrrr!” Clear sparrow-
like features (including the stout but not overly thick bill, its
stance more upright than larks, overall shape, etc.) were visible.
However, its habits and call were unlike that of a House Sparrow
Passer domesticus or a Chestnut-shouldered Petronia Petronia
xanthocollis. | also considered munia spp., (Estrildiidae) in the
field, but eliminated them on call and shape; as well as the Ashy-
crowned Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix griseus but eliminated it on
behaviour and because | did not find the bill or proportions to be
correct. | left the site vaguely feeling that it was a Petronia spp.

The images later showed and confirmed a long primary
projection, with wing tips almost reaching the tip of the tail, as
well as the beak shape and structure. The stance in Fig 1 was

This note describes a sighting of the Pale Rock Sparrow

useful in obtaining an idea on overall structure of the bird, with
striking similarities to sightings in Rajasthan (Poonia et al. 2012),
and Guijarat (Tiwary et al. 2012) earlier in the year. Unfortunately
the bird was too pale to derive any other strong features. Pamela
Rasmussen opined (in litt., email dated 7 December 2012) that it
is a Pale Rock Sparrow in very worn plumage with one new inner
primary, citing photograph 69 as evidence. Nick Moran (in litt,,
email dated 12 March 2013) suggests that the primary projection
and white-tipped tail are diagnostic pointers for identification. He
also believes that the bird may not be leucistic as pale/bleached
individuals occur regularly. Surat Singh Poonia (in /itt., email dated
14 November 2012) believes the bird is a Pale Rock Sparrow
based on field notes as well as the beak shape, structure and
primary projection. Abhijit Menon-Sen (in litt, email dated 3
December 2012) and Saurabh Sawant (in /itt, email dated 2
December 2012) both agree that it is probably leucistic, and
most likely a Pale Rock Sparrow based on structure and because
no other species fit the description and images. Both have cited
photographs 67-69 for their reasons. Mike Prince (in litt,, email
dated 8 December 2012) believes that the bird does look like a
Pale Rock Sparrow based on structure and beak shape and has
expressed some doubt, but agrees it is leucistic.

In Asia, the bird is said to be likely only in the barren, rocky,
desert and semi-desert habitats of the middle-east though a
specimen was collected from western Afghanistan in 1969
(Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). It is also expected to occur in
western Pakistan but no records support the same (Rasmussen
& Anderton 2012). In India, there are only two previous records
of the bird (both from early 2012) from Tal Chhapar and Rann of
Kachchh respectively.
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hile telescoping ducks on a small shallow lake at Kot Qaim
VVKhan village on the boundary of Harike Bird Sanctuary

(31°13’N, 75°12°E; Tarn Taran district, Punjab), on 5
December 2011, a young male Common Goldeneye Bucephala
clangula [70] was spotted and immediately identified. The
species was clearly viewed by all the seven members of the
Swedish birding group, and their leader, Samuel Hansson,
also took photographs. On the morning of 7 December 2011
we visited the site again and found the rare duck foraging at
the same site!l It did not associate with other ducks and was
frequently diving for food.

It was an immature male with a knob-shaped grey-brown
head lacking white collar. The dark bill and prominent white on
lores, forming a circular white spot, were conspicuous. This spot
is well developed by the end of first calendar year although
some juvenile males do not acquire white feathers on lores
until the second calendar year (Kraft & Frede 1997). Other
features, which helped in sexing and aging the bird, were dark
upper parts with more white on scapulars and upper wing, and
a whitish breast.

Common Goldeneye is a circumpolar breeder and winters
coastal areas of Scandinavia, northern Europe, north-eastern
Mediterranean, Black, and Caspian seas and some on large
ice free inland lakes and rivers east to coasts of Kuril Islands,
Kamchatka, Japan and northern China. The winter habitat is
primarily shallow estuarine bays and harbours in coastal areas,
secondarily larger ice-free lakes and rivers (Kear 2005).

Common Goldeneye is widespread across northern regions
of northern hemisphere but in India it is a vagrant (Madge &
Burn 1988). It is uncommon and winters in northern Baluchistan,
northern Punjab (Pakistan), and the Gangetic plain, straggling to
Assam and Manipur (Rasmussen & Anderton 2005). It is also
recorded from “Sind (7)" and Nepal, up to 3,000 m altitude (Ali &
Ripley 1978). There is one old record from Sylhet in Bangladesh
(Weston 1914).

The species is mostly coastal in its normal winter range
and there are very few records from mainland India. The most
recent sightings have been from Uttarakhand, West Bengal, and
Arunachal Pradesh. Two males were seen at Dhikala, Corbett
National Park on 14 December 2006 (Robson 2007). At Asan
near Dehra Dun a male Goldeneye was photographed on 13
January 2008 (Robson 2008). Three males were spotted at
Gajoldoba, Siliguri district, West Bengal during December 2010
and one Goldeneye was photographed on 9 January 2011 and
the picture posted on Facebook (Arka Sarkar pers. comm.). At
Gajoldoba a single male was also seen in 2006 (Rahmani &
Islam 2008). The species was recorded in 1991 (Choudhury
1992), and 1993 and 1994 (Singh 1995) from D'Ering Memorial

Wildlife Sanctuary in East Siang district, Arunachal Pradesh. There
are only six specimens in the collection of Bombay Natural
History Society and only three were collected from within the
Indian Subcontinent (Abdulali 1968). There are c.12 sight records
of the species from India (Kazmierczak 2000). Grimmett et al.
(1998) give its status as winter visitor mainly to Pakistan (rare),
northern India (uncommon), and Nepal (uncommon). It is rare
in Pakistan and most sightings are of small parties of birds in
spring and autumn when probably they are on passage (Roberts
1991). Common Goldeneye is not listed in checklist of birds of
Punjab (Singh 1993) and | am not aware of any other record of
the species from Punjab. The sighting at Kot Qaim Khan, Harike
is the first sight record of the species for Punjab.
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“Why should we try to emulate another city's pride? We have our own
with:

1. The only remaining built heritage.
2. Birds.
3. Temples and some open areas where all Jamnagris, old and young can come at
will.
“They need to enjoy fresh air, exercise.
“Authorities wish to control this freedom by having lockable gates;
predetermining what space can be used how and when. Its Spanish
Inquisition worse than even ... [the] Emergency, which didn't dream of
telling people when to breath or exercise!
“Please help Bhai, as our MPs, MLAs, corporators, and [the] JMC
officialdom wish to just desecrate the site and play with a one-time grant.”
Needless to say, people like me, and the silent majority are deeply concerned and
would want the available funding to be utilised in a manner that would maximise the
avian presence against the backdrop of great monuments along with spaces for old and
young to relax under the shade of graceful trees and get opportunities of interacting with
the birds. The funding made available by the government should be profitably utilised in
ensuring that the water supply to the lake is enhanced and sequestered from the inflow
of waste-water from sewers.

—Lavkumar Khachar
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Snapshot Sightings

Long-tailed Duck from Gazaldoba, West Bengal

Shantanu Prasad

A female Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis was seen and
photographed on 23 February 2013 from Gazaldoba (26°45'N,
88°34'E), Siliguri in West Bengal. The bird was still there when
other birders visited on 2 & 3 March 2013. Prior sightings from
India are from Masaki in Arunachal Pradesh in 1935 (Parsons
1935), Hokra Jheel in Kashmir in 1940 (Ludlow 1940), Asan
Barrage in Uttarkhand in Jan 1991 (Singh 1991) and Harike
in Punjab in Feb 2001 (Prasad 2008). This is perhaps the first
photographic record of this vulnerable duck species from India.

Shantanu Prasad, 53 R N Das Road, Daspara, Dhakuria, Kolkata, India 700031.
Email: shantanubiotech@gmail.com

Greylag Goose from Koonthakulam,
southern Tamil Nadu

Suresh Elamon

A Greylag Goose Anser anser was seen amidst a flock of Bar-
headed Goose Anser indicus in a village tank near Koonthakulam
(8°29'N, 77°45'E) on 19 February 2013. Bal Pandy, who showed
the bird to me, indicated that the bird has been seen frequently
for the last one month or so. This is the first record for Tamil Nadu
and the southern-most peninsular record—previous ones from
south India being unpublished reports from Kaggalipura tank,
Mysore in Karnataka (Jan 2007) and Kolleru in Andhra Pradesh
(Jan 2013) (Praveen J. pers. comm., February 2013).

Suresh Elamon, Birdwing, CIT Road, Karamana.P.O, Thiruvananthapuram, India 695002.
Email: yeselamon @gmail.com

Brown-cheeked Rail from Kolkata region, West Bengal

Kshounish Sankar Ray

A Brown-cheeked Rail Rallus indicus was seen for a considerable
period of time on 10 March 2013 at Joka (22°26'N, 88°19'E),
Kolkata, West Bengal. The species has been recently split from the
European Water Rail R. aquaticus, which winters widely in north

India (Rasmussen & Anderton, 2012). Though its range includes
the entire NE India including Kolkata area; due to its secretive
habits, this species is rarely reported from India and this perhaps
is the only recent photo documentation from West Bengal.

Kshounish Sankar Ray, 46, Abdul Halim Lane, Kolkata 700016, West Bengal, India.
Email: kshounishray@gmail.com

Kashmir Flycatcher from Munnar Hills, Kerala
Shashank Dalvi

A first-winter Kashmir Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra was
photographed from the outskirts (10°07'N, 77°05'E) of Eravikulam
NP, Munnar Hills, Kerala on 7 December 2012 while trekking to
our basecamp inside Eravikulam NP for a bird survey organised
by PO Nameer & Praveen J in Munnar Hills. Orange-wash all
the way till flanks, white between throat and lower breast, clear
black rump and continuous ‘trrr’ call like Red-breasted Flycatcher,
but comparatively higher pitched were noted. The photos and
description were also opinioned by Prasad Ganpule who studied
this species in Gujarat recently (Ganpule 2011). This is the first
record of this species south of Palakkad gap in the Western Ghats
(Sashikumar et al. 2011), though it is a regular winter visitor to
Sri Lanka.

Shashank Dalvi, Alumnus Post graduate Program in Wildlife Biology and Conservation, Wildlife
Conservation Society-India, National Centre for Biological Sciences, Bangalore, India 560065.
Email: shashank.da@gmail.com
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Letters to the Editor

Single extralimital bird records do not
constitute range extensions

Categorising a single record from outside a bird’s normal
distribution as a range extension is a common mistake made by
authors. We have found several reports where range extensions
were declared inappropriately or prematurely (Acharya & Vijayan
2007; Narayanan et al. 2008; Srinivasan et al. 2009; Singh
2010; Sondhi 2011; Ganpule 2013; Kaushik 2013). In this note,
we highlight this issue and suggest better ways to make a case
of range extension. We also present examples of reports where
authors exhibited the right amount of caution in interpreting their
records, or sufficiently delved into the literature to present records
other than their own to bolster their case.

Just as “one swallow does not make a summer,” a single
extralimital bird record is just a ‘snap-shot” and does not by itself
constitute a range extension. It often requires a series of records in
that general area over an extended period of time, augmented by
reports from intervening areas (between the known distribution
and the current record), to warrant a range extension. This is
especially true in the case of more vagile species capable of long
distance flights. Birds often show up singly or in small numbers far
from their normal range as strays or storm-blown vagrants. These
records would be “outliers” on a map. Ornithologists do not plot
bird distributions by connecting the farthest points of occurrence,
as they would for plotting territories of nesting birds. Imagine the
confusion that would prevalil if every storm-blown inland pelagic
bird sighting is treated as a range extension—the bird would
likely be declassified as pelagic! Reports from intervening areas
also help fill the ‘gaps’ (see Barve 2010), although they are not
absolutely necessary because disjunct populations exist within
the normal range of many species.

Single bird records are mere bricks that help us construct
the overall edifice of a bird's distribution. But they are invaluable,
especially for a country like India, where, unlike in countries where
birding is very popular, we have glaring gaps in our knowledge of
bird distributions. Authors wanting to make a strong case of range
extension must compile several records in addition to their own,
and show maps contrasting the published known distribution with
locations of all reported records since then (see Fig. 1 for a model
example). Three notable compilations were made by Sadananda
et al. (2010), Praveen (2011), and Mashru (2012) for White-
naped Tit Parus nuchalis, Lesser Fish-Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis,
and Ultramarine Flycatcher Ficedula superciliaris, respectively. All
three of these reports were strengthened by maps showing the
exact locations of new records, although none of them showed
the known published range. Similarly, Siddiqui & Balachandran
(2009) convincingly presented a series of Bar-headed Geese
Anser indicus sightings from southern Tamil Nadu, far south of
its known wintering range, as “further evidence of the increased
range” of the species in southern India. Note that these authors
demonstrated a pattern of occurrences outside the known range.

When there are just a few records outside the known range,
it is best to alert birders of these occurrences and refrain from
declaring it a range extension. Tiwari & Varu (2010) reported
new records of Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui
in Gujarat and appropriately conclude, “In the absence of more
and regular sightings, it would be prudent to suggest that the
above sightings are of vagrant birds”” They also alert birdwatchers

Letters to the Editor

to “the possibility of these birds occurring towards the west of
their known migratory route in peninsular India!" Veena & Mehta
(2012) presented a photographic record of Green Imperial
Pigeon Ducula aenea 130 kms from the nearest published site
from Maharastra and called for further surveys “to determine
if this sighting represents a vagrant or a resident population
outside its known range” Mashru (2012) urged birdwatchers
in Guijarat to look, in winter, for the Ultramarine Flycatcher, “as
only further sightings will ascertain whether it is a regular migrant,
and merits an extension of its wintering range!” Similarly, De
Souza & De Souza (2010) speculated that their Goa record of
the Oriental Bay Owl Phodilus badius "raises questions about
its status, and wider distribution within the Western Ghats,” and
may extend, “its range considerably further north, than has been
earlier supposed”” Note that these authors were duly cautious
in interpreting their sightings, and many also urged birders to
increase their surveillance for these species in those areas.

If a range extension is suspected, it is perfectly all right to
speculate to that effect and even predict where the bird could
occur (Kannan 1993; Kannan & Santharam 2012). Such
conjecture may instigate more searches in those and the
intervening areas. Since Kannan's (1993 ) first sight record of the
Bay Owl in Anaimalai Hills, the species has been seen elsewhere
in the Western Ghats, including areas where Kannan predicted it
could occur (Sugathan & Jacob 1995; Raman 2001; Vasudeva
et al. 2005; De Souza & De Souza 2010). Authors are also
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Fig. I. Expansion of the Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata into western North America since 1957
(reproduced with permission from Smith 1978). Crosshatched area was the approximate
published range at that time (A.0.U. 1957); b = confirmed breeding localities; o = occurrence
of one or two individuals; s = areas where nearly annual occurrences and/or winter
concentrations have been reported since 1970.
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encouraged to discuss whether the bird has actually expanded
its range, e.g., Lophura pheasants seen now in higher altitudes in
Thailand, perhaps due to warming climate (Round & Gale 2008),
or if it is merely being discovered in an area where it may have
existed incognito before, e.g., Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
in southern India (Santharam 1989), and Oriental Bay Owl in the
Western Ghats (Kannan 1993).

This note should not discourage those wanting to report
extralimital occurrences, even those of a stray nature. They are
vital in helping us piece together the overall ranges of birds,
especially in areas not properly surveyed, or for species of
conservation concern (Kannan & Santharam 2012). Such reports
are also needed because of the rapidly changing ranges of
certain birds in the face of global climate change (Round & Gale
2008). After all, what could be a “vagrant” today may represent
the beginning of a legitimate range expansion, which may even
become global (e.g, Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis and Eurasian
Collared-dove Streptopelia decaocto). We are only cautioning
against indiscriminately claiming range extensions.
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Nesting of Indian Eagle-owl Bubo bengalensis in
Aravalli Biodiversity Park, a restored site in Delhi

The Aravalli Biodiversity Park (28°32'-28°34'N, 77°7'-77°10'E)
is part of the Aravalli hill range continuing into the Delhi Ridge. It
was over mined for sandstone, mica, and clay and grew infested
with Prosopis juliflora, a Mexican species and also a rampant weed.
The development of the park began in 2004 to restore lost biotic
communities and biodiversity of the area through regeneration of
native vegetation. The restoration effort paid off and in due time
the park has seen the return of many faunal species. We have
been monitoring the park as part of development activities for a
few years now, and in 2011, recorded the nesting of the Indian
Eagle-owl Bubo bengalensis at this site. Five chicks hatched and
all survived. There are no records of the owl's presence from
2004—2008, but we have recorded the presence of one or two
individuals till 2010 at different roosting areas in the park. The
2011 nesting record was also a first from south Delhi and we felt
it was worthy of mentioning. Kalpavriksh (1991) has reported
breeding record of this species from other parts in Delhi.

While the protection and regeneration of the park has
provided the owl a nesting habitat, the park’s location in an urban
area has left the species open to threats. In their excitement,
nature enthusiasts frequently disturb the owls. Several times,
trapping nets have been found in the vicinity of the nesting
area and were removed. Use of owls in sorcery and witchcraft
linked to superstitious beliefs is widespread in nearby states of
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh apart from
other states. These disturbances have an adverse effect on the
presence and nesting of the species, and regulation of public
movement in the area of owl territory will yield better chances of
ensuring a safe breeding haven for the species.
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WORLD WETLANDS DAY CELEBRATION AT KOLLERU WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY, ATTAPAKA ON FEBRUARY 2, 2013

With an apt theme of ‘Wetlands and Water Management’ the World Wetland’s Day
-2013 was celebrated at Kolleru Wildlife Sanctuary on 2" February, 2013 by WWF
in association with the Eluru WLM. The key objective of World Wetlands Day-2013
is to raise people’s awareness of the interdependence between water and wetlands, to
. highlight ways to ensure the equitable sharing of water between different stakeholder
WWF groups and to understand that without wetlands there will be no water. A total of 326
participants which includes students, teachers different schools of Eluru, Kaikalur &
Bhimavaram and Forest Department staff from Eluru WLM division were participated
in the celebration. Mrs. Farida Tampal, State Director WWF-India, AP State Office has welcomed the chief
guest, the guests of honour, students, teachers and other participants for the celebration. Mr. Deepak.R,
Field Research cum Education Officer, WWF-India, AP State Office introduced the World Wetland Day
-2013 theme and with the activities planned for the day. Mr. P. Gracious (Retd. ACF, Wildlife Management
Division, Eluru) and Mr. Shashi Preetam (Music Director) were invited as guest of honour. Speaking on the
occasion, Mr. Gracious shared his own experience with the Kolleru Lake and changes seen in the pelican
population. He explained the nesting pattern of the Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis on the
artificial perches provided by the Forest Dept. Mr. Shashi Preetam said that wetlands form a unique abode
for a variety of flora and fauna. He enlightened the crowd about various issues like carbon sequestration and
Ramsar Convention which aims at protecting wetlands across the world. Mr. Rathnakumar, Forest Range
Officer, Kaikalur Range was the chief guest. He spoke to the students on the importance of protecting the
Kolleru Wildlife Sanctuary. He said that wetlands form a unique abode for a variety of flora and fauna. He
said that AP has three major wetlands viz., Kolleru, Coringa and Krishna Wildlife Sanctuary and stressed
on the importance of protecting these sites. Activities like bird watching, poster designing, wetland quiz,
water race and migration headache games were conducted. Mrs. Farida Tampal congratulated the school
students and the teachers for extending their support to the programme and to the speakers for their igniting
the young budding minds and to Forest Range Officer, Kaikalur Range, Wildlife Management Division,
Eluru for providing financial support. She also thanked Mr. P. Gracious and Mr. Shashi Preetam for their
presence and enlightening speech during the celebration. The programme was extensively covered by the
print and electronic media like Tv9, Eenadu newspaper, and Andhra Jyoti.
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