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Various ornithologists have found eggs of Sykes’s Nightjar in 
March–April in Sind (Pakistan), in habitat similar to that in the 
Great Rann of Kachchh (Roberts 1991). 

Since the breeding of Sykes’s Nightjar is semi-colonial (Roberts 
1991), birdwatchers in north-western India should be alert during 
March–May for sight records, calls, display flights, and hopefully, 
more nesting records.
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Introduction
Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis is one of the most 
familiar birds in southern India, and yet there is very little 
mentioned about its habits in literature (Bonnell 1934). Robins 
mostly feed on invertebrates and there are records of them feeding 

on geckos (Sumithran 1982; Saxena 1998). Here I present results of 
a study conducted in the months of June–July 2008 on habitat use, 
food habits, and song of Oriental Magpie-Robins in the property 
of the Madras Crocodile Bank Trust / Centre for Herpetology, 
Mammalapuram, Tamil Nadu, India.

Study area
Madras Crocodile Bank Trust (12º44’35’’N 80º14’23’’E; MCBT) 
forms an expanse of about 3.4 ha of semi-wilderness along the 
coast of the Bay of Bengal in the state of Tamil Nadu (southern 
India). The characteristic feature of MCBT is its overlap between 
the habitat, which is woodland and wetland. 62 species of birds 
are recorded from MCBT, and it is also home to 23 species of birds, 
which reside, and breed within the park limits. Little Cormorant 
Phalacrocorax niger, Little Egret Egretta garzetta, Median Egret 
Mesophoyx intermedia, and Black-Crowned Night Heron Nycticorax 
nycticorax breed in large numbers on the trees in MCBT. 

Methods
The robin study in MCBT was carried out regularly, on a daily 
basis, during the study period. Spot-mapping technique (Ralph et 
al. 1993) was employed to study the birds. All observations were 
made using a pair of 10x50 binoculars. Graphs were generated 
using MS Excel software.

Home range
Home range is calculated by circling the sightings of the birds 
around the distance, and the area is calculated by drawing 

Fig 1. Map showing the territory of a Magpie Robin pair in Madras 
Crocodile Bank. Rectangle enclosed in a black Line=territory; Red 

dot=nesting site; Yellow dots=common feeding sites; Blue dot=common 
singing site. [Source of map: Google Earth.]

Sykes’s Nightjar Caprimulgus mahrattensis chicks in nest in Banni 
grasslands, 4 May 2009.

Tiwari & Dadu: Sykes’s Nightjar
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a convex polygon. Mean home range of the birds during the 
breeding season was c. 1.3 ha.

The nest site was 2.5 m above the ground, in a tree hole very 
close to the kitchen, and the guesthouses. The common singing site 
was c. 50 m from the nest site, on a bamboo shoot, where the male 
sang for an average of six minutes everyday, between 1730–1815 
hrs, with the female murmuring below.

Breeding behavior
Copulation was seen before and after the song. The time period 
of the song is high during copulating period, and was observed 
to go down after the chicks are hatched.

Food habits
The nesting pair was seen preying on dragonflies in flight, mostly 
the common picture-wing Rhyothemis variegata, praying mantis 
larvae in the leaf litter, and other invertebrates. They were also 
seen preying on house geckos Hemidactylus species. Geckos like 
H. brookii, and H. leschenaultii formed an easy target for the robins, 
when on the floor. All sightings of geckos getting picked up were 
in the kitchen’s corridor.

Discussion
The duration of the song could have reduced in consideration of 
hatchling security and food. The duration of the song may advertise 
the quality of the male for the female. More studies should be done 
to understand their behavior.
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The Bank Myna’s Acridotheres ginginianus range is considered 
to be limited to the plains of northern India between the 
outer Himalayas in the north, and the Vindhya Range in 

the south, and from the North-west Frontier Province and the 
Sind region to Bengal (Oates 1889; Baker 1926; Marien 1950; Ali & 
Ripley 1983). The records from Nashik (Ball 1878; Bhaskar 1981), 
Mumbai (Abdulali & Ali 1953; Ambedkar 1976), Pune (Gole 1984), 
Goa (Lainer 1999), and Dharwad (Vijay Mohan Raj, verbally, 25th 
March 2009) are considered to be the southern-most in south-
western India and the records from Visakhapatnam (Sankar 1976; 
Taher & Pittie 1989), Srikakulam (S. M. Maqsood Javed, verbally, 
20th March 2009), and Chennai (Raj 1914; Prasanna Sriya, verbally, 
25th March 2009) are considered to be the southern-most in south-
eastern India. Gole (1984) suggested that the records from Pune 
were, at that time, the southern-most record of the species. Most 

of the authors of the southern records believe that the populations 
of these birds have spawned from escaped cage birds. 

The species was considered to be extremely partial to well-
watered terrain in the early 1950’s (Marien 1950) but the Bank 
Mynas have adapted to the new ‘urban’ niche in the early 1980’s 
and were seen piggy-backing confidently on the roof, the front 
bonnet or the rear-end of the food carriers of vehicles—this is 
considered as a new adaptation of its cattle riding habit (Ripley 
1983). 

On 15 January 2006, the second author (RS) sighted these birds 
on the way to Borra caves (18º16’52’’N 83º02’30’’E; 700 m a.s.l.) in 
the Ananthagari Hills of Vishakapatanam district, Andhra Pradesh 
state. They were foraging by the roadside. 

On 25 January 2009, we had gone birdwatching to Gudivadalanka 
in Kolleru Wildlife Sanctuary (16º39’00’’N 81º13’00’’E), Andhra 
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