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and the Brownfronted Pied Woodpecker. The Himalayan Pied
Woodpecker was rare and an interesting discovery was the Lesser
Yellownaped Woodpecker.

“I must admit however that there were quite a few
disappointments too. From books I had formed the impression
that hills would be teeming with Laughing thrushes. What a
shock I received to see only two species—the Streaked and the
Whitethroated. Even the latter was by no means common. A few
rather pale Redrumped Swallows, which nested under bridges,
and some seedy looking House-martins were the only swallows
I saw. There was hardly a Tree-warbler in the area. I saw one—a
plain brown and buff one with no wing bar and a pinkish beak,
which refused to utter a sound and could not be identified. I left
it in disgust. The Greyheaded Flycatcher-Warbler was, however
overwhelmingly abundant. I saw only two Yellowbacked sunbirds
and a few Firebreasted flowerpeckers and Black bulbuls. Neither
did I see any Hill Partridges. The Black Partridge however was
common and the hills resounded with their calls in the morning.
Another relief was the predominance of the Cinnamon Sparrow
over the House Sparrow. Crows (with very harsh voices) were
also not common.

“In spite of this it was a very enjoyable outing and I saw over
a hundred species of birds in one and half months. I was quite
disappointed to return to the sweltering heat and humidity of

Lucknow.” [Vyas, Sudhir. 1970. Birds of Mussoorie. Newsletter for
Birdwatchers 10 (1): 4-6.]

The Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus

V G Kartha, an engineer in the Bhillai Steel Plant (Central India)
kept a close watch on the arrival and departure of this migrant
from Eastern Europe, allegedly one of the earliest of our winter
visitors and the latest to depart. A very widespread species,
reaching as far south as the Laccadives. I have watched this
shrike for long periods both around Bombay and in Kihim, and
what Kartha writes rings a bell. “It is usually so motionless that
it is difficult to detect. The occasional movement it permits itself
is of the head, which swivels this way and that, keeping a sharp
look-out for “jay- walking” insects and worms ... It takes off so
suddenly that you blink in your eye-pieces. It flies to the ground,
makes a pin-point landing ... picks up the insect ... and flies back
to the same or an adjacent outpost. When on the ground it holds
its tail slightly elevated ... I have never heard it calling from
anywhere close to the ground. It is usually from high up among
the leaves or from overhead electric wires. It opens its mouth wide
and its whole body and tail vibrates with the effort.” [Kartha, V.
G. 1970. The Brown Shrike in Bhilai. Newsletter for Birdwatchers
10 (1): 2-4.]
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n 25 December 2008, at 1130 hrs, we were watching
Obirds with M. Coverdale in Phot Mahadev thorn forest
of Kachchh (Gujarat, India). We were close to a ravine
with Euphorbia sp., vegetation growing on the slopes, and a
scanty growth of acacia trees. We flushed two nightjars (Family:
Caprimulgidae), and upon searching found eight more, all
roosting in the ravine.
The nightjars had large, long tails, black and gold scapular
stripes, white throat patches, barred breasts, and pale bars on
wing coverts (Rasmusseen & Anderton 2005).

Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus
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We identified them as Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus
macrurus. Nigel Cleere (see reference) confirmed the identification
of the nightjar.

Large-tailed Nightjar is found in north-eastern Pakistan
(Murree Hills), Himalaya, Uttaranchal, Nepal, eastward through
the Assam Valley, Orissa, and north-eastern India. This species is
known to winter in Madhya Pradesh. There is one record of this
species from Gujarat (heard calling by Pranav Trivedi). The present
record, where eight individuals of Large-tailed Nightjars were
sighted, and photographed in Kachchh, is an important addition
to the avifauna of Kachchh, and Gujarat.
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