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An Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana along with

a Grey-necked Bunting E. buchanani from Kachore,
Maharashtra, India

| happened to photograph a Bunting Emberiza sp. from Kachore
(Mahadev) Hill (19.23°N, 73.12°E), Thakurli, which was later
identified as an Ortolan Bunting E. hortulana, presumably the
first confirmed record for the State of Maharashtra.

On 28 September 2023, during a routine field visit to Kachore
Hill, a small hillock with scattered trees, bushes and rocky outcrops,
approximately 0730 h, | saw this bunting [15] foraging alongside
a Grey-necked Bunting E. buchanani [16—17]. Initially, | mistook
this bird to be a female or a juvenile Grey-necked Bunting as
they were structurally similar, and the main difference was the
more streaked mantle and crown. However, after discussion with
local birders (Shrikant Bande and Fermin Jose pers. comm. 30
September 2023), it was identified as probable Ortolan Bunting.
On 06 October 2023, photos of the bird were uploaded to a social
media group dedicated to identifying birds where it was identified
as an Ortolan Bunting (Ashwin Viswanathan pers. comm. 07
October 2023, Prathamesh Desai 08 October 2023). It was also
sent by email to the BNHS where the same identification was
suggested (Raju Kasambe pers. comm. 08 October 2023).

While a juvenile Grey-necked Bunting can have a streaked
mantle, it will never be so strongly marked with straight and
broad tramline markings. The green cast to the head, yellow-
tinged eye-ring and sub-moustachial stripe, and the tertial step
where the fringes broaden towards the tip all point towards an
Ortolan Bunting. A slightly different bill structure is evident in
one of the photographs [17]. The white tips to coverts forming a
white bar and faint spots on the throat [17] suggest that this bird
could have been a first-winter bird.

Ortolan Bunting has been reported with photographs or
specimens from Gilgit, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal,
coastal Karnataka, Kerala, and the Andaman Islands (Nayak 2019;
Karam & Shaikh 202 1; Shaktivel & Jabli 2022; eBird 2023). Though
never photographed, it has also been reported muiltiple times from
Gujarat (Prasad 2016). However, there has not been any traceable
photographs from Maharashtra (Prasad 2006), despite being
reported from Nashik (Raha 2003) and Pune (Pande & Pawashe
2007). Hence, this is the first definitive report for Maharashtra.

15. Ortolan Bunting showing a tertial step, an olive-cast head, a yellow-tinged eye-ring and a
sub-moustachial stripe.
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17. Ortolan Bunting alongside Grey-necked Bunting showing slightly different bill structure
with faint spots on the throat.
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A Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon Treron sphenurus at the
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra

On 20 May 2023, | visited the Tadoba Navegaon (20.27° N,
79.38° E; ¢.250 m asl) core zone for a safari, accompanied by a
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