Three rare reports from the West Champaran

district, Bihar: Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus,
Indochinese Roller Coracias affinis, and Common
Green-Magpie Cissa chinensis

The Valmiki Tiger Reserve, which is situated in the north-western
corner of the State of Bihar, India, in the West Champaran district
offers a number of habitats for birds, including dense forests and
riverine grasslands. | have been exploring the Terai region of this
district since 2015, and here, | report the occurrence of three
species from this district that have hitherto not been reported in
the state.

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus: On 02 February 2021,
while bird watching around Harinagar Sugar Mill Colony Garden
(27.15°N, 84.29°E) in Ramnagar town, which lies close to the
Valmiki Tiger Reserve, | saw a large Accipiter sp. perched in the
canopy of a Eucalyptus. The House Crows Corvus splendens
mobbed it continuously. Based on the features observed in
the field and pictures taken [26], it was identified as a female
Crested Goshawk by its larger size compared to a Shikra A.
badius as well as grey cheeks, darker head, brown wings, thick
orange-brown bands in the lower breast and belly, longitudinal
streaks in the upper breast and a slight hint of crest feathers at
the back of its head. The same individual, presumably, was seen
on subsequent visits to the area in that week. On 20 September
2021, a juvenile was also seen on a fig tree beside a canal being
mobbed by crows Corvus sp., and it was identified by its larger
size, streaked ear coverts, buff wash to lightly streaked underparts
(almost plain), incomplete barring confined to lower flanks and
thighs, and a stunted crest on a dark brown crown. It also had
short stout legs and pale fringes to brown feathers on its upper
wing. Another juvenile was observed with an adult female bird
in the same colony garden on 02 February 2022. Both birds
were observed for nearly one and a half weeks, after which they
moved out. On 30 October 2022, a female Crested Goshawk
was observed circling above a mango orchard near a temple
approximately three kilometres southwest of the colony garden.
A juvenile was also frequently observed in the same mango
orchard where the female was reported. This juvenile subsisted
mainly on Northern Palm Squirrel Funambulus pennantii and, on
one occasion, on a Jungle Babbler Argya striata. This Goshawk
was most active during mornings (0700-0850 h) and evenings
(1600-1730 h). During the day, it mainly perched in the canopy
of a tall Eucalyptus and could be seen preening itself.

Naoroji (2006) mentioned that Crested Goshawks frequently
forage over agricultural landscapes in the vicinity of secondary
moist deciduous forests and forest margins and may stray into
gardens and villages in the vicinity of their home range. With
the Valmiki Tiger Reserve just 20 km away, that must have been
the case here. The occurrence of juveniles in September might
indicate probable nesting in this landscape.

The Crested Goshawk is a resident in the Himalaya and range
maps broadly plot northern Bihar as its range (Naoroji 2006;
Grimmett et al 2011). However, that does not seem to be backed
up by any explicit records. It is listed for Bihar (including Jharkhand)
by Dutta et al. (2004) but with no further information. | could not
trace any other explicit records in the extant literature (Pittie 2024)
from the present boundaries of Bihar, and there are no records
or photographs other than mine in citizen science portals such as
eBird (eBird 2024a). The species occurs in the adjacent Chitwan
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National Park in Nepal (eBird 2024a), which is contiguous to the
national border in Bihar; hence, these reports are not surprising.
Frequent sightings of the species in different months of the year
indicate that it might be breeding in this region.

Indochinese Roller Coracias daffinis: On 24 September 2023,

while bird watching around Gobardhana village (27.30°N,
84.31°E), which is located close to the Valmiki Tiger Reserve, |
came across a dark-looking roller perched far on a Bael tree Aegle
marmelos. On closer observation and from the pictures [27-29],
it was identified as an Indochinese Roller due to the absence
of a dark blue band at the bottom of the tail and its purplish-
blue throat with a dark and dusky purplish belly, a dark black
bill, a prominent black eye line, and a bright bluish turquoise
crown—all of which are features that lead to the elimination of the
more common Indian Roller C. benghalensis. The individual was
seen on subsequent visits over a couple of weeks after which it
seemed to have vacated the area.

The Indochinese Roller is mainly found in north-eastern
India, Bhutan, Bangladesh, and west till West Bengal. Although
it has been reported to occur up to eastern Nepal and Bihar
(del Hoyo 2020), intergrades/hybrids between Indian- and
Indochinese Rollers have also been reported from the same
region (Ali & Ripley 1987). Hence, it is prudent to reverify the
features to eliminate hybrids. Hence, | browsed images in eBird
and some posts on the Indian x Indochinese Roller on Facebook
to compare my pictures with the images of both Roller species
and possible hybrids.

This individual was darker on average than the Indian Roller and
purported hybrids of Indian x Indochinese Rollers; those images
are available from Bangladesh and West Bengal. Photographs of
hybrids from West Bengal and Bangladesh showed colours around
the throat or back or tail tips similar to those of the Indian Roller,
while this individual did not have such aberrations. For example, a
hybrid from Bangladesh (Ansary 2022) showed a purplish throat
and lacked a terminal dark blue tail band (as in Indochinese
Rollers) but showed a lighter creamy-brown breast and paler

eweyS aysIyqy

29



30

Indian BIRDS Vor. 20 No. 1 (PusL. 18 May 2024)

upperparts (as in Indian Rollers). Another individual from West
Bengal (Chowdhury 2021) showed a purplish unstreaked throat
and darker tones (resembling an Indochinese Roller) but again
showed a dark blue terminal tail band (as in an Indian Roller).
However, another interesting individual from West Bengal (Khan
2018) showed a purplish-blue throat but also with heavy streaks
and lighter breast (like in Indian Roller), with overall tones and a
tail without a terminal dark blue band (matching an Indochinese
Roller). In contrast, the individual | photographed [27-29]
showed all the features of an Indochinese Roller; specifically, it

27. Indochinese Roller from West Champaran, Bihar, showing a purplish-blue, unstreaked
throat, dark brown breast and tail with dark corners.

28. Indochinese Roller from showing turquoise crown and black eye-line.

All photos: Abhishek Sharma

had an unstreaked purplish throat, darker brown breast, no dark
blue terminal tail band, and darker upperparts, and it did not show
any characteristic features of an Indian Roller. Additionally, | heard
its call once, and it was similar to the Indian Roller but was felt to
be more nasal, as expected for an Indochinese Roller (del Hoyo
2020). Hence, there is reasonable evidence to suggest that this
bird should be treated as a definitive Indochinese Roller with no
signs of hybridisation.

Common Green-Magpie Cissa chinensis: On 12 March 2023, |
visited the Gobardhana Range (27.33°N, 84.32°E) of the Valmiki
Tiger Reserve, which is located near Ramnagar town. During
the morning, safari through the forests, | noticed a fast-moving
greenish bird alongside a Himalayan Flameback Dinopium
shorii. It was identified as a Common Green-Magpie from the
pictures [30], a rather unmistakable bird with bright green and
chestnut tipped wings, as well as a black mask with a coral-red
bill. However, it was not detected during the subsequent seven
visits to the same area. The habitat was mostly composed of Sal
trees Shorea robusta with interspersed groves of Haldu Adina
cardifolia trees and dense shrubs with a stream nearby.
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30. Common Green Magpie from the Gobardhana Range, Valmiki Tiger Reserve.

The Common Green-Magpie is a resident in the Himalaya
from Uttarakhand till North-east India (Grimmett et al. 2011).
Although it has not been previously reported from Bihar, its
presence in the Valmiki Tiger Reserve is not surprising because
of its regularity in the adjoining Chitwan National Park (eBird
2024b).
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A Square-tailed Drongo Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris
from Jammu and Kashmir, India

On 30 July 2023, at 0730 h, we were birding at the Environmental
Park, Raika, Jammu (32.72°N, 74.91°E; 554 m asl), and heard
an unfamiliar bird call, unlike anything that we have recorded at
this location. To identify the bird vocalisation, we started sound
recording using the Sound ID feature of the Merlin Bird ID app
(Kumar 2023) (Fig. 1), which suggested that the species as
Square-tailed Drongo Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris. We eventually
spotted the bird perched on a tree, allowing us to observe and
photograph it [31, 32, 33]. We further confirmed its identification
as a Square-tailed Drongo Cuckoo based on its glossy blue-black
plumage with white bars on the vent and outer undertail and
white tibial tufts, along with a black underwing with a white wing-
stripe visible only from below in flight (Rasmussen & Anderton
2012); these features also separate it from Fork-tailed Drongo
Cuckoo S. dicruroides.

———

Fig. 1. Spectrogram of the sound-re&o?d?ng of the Square-tailéd brongo Cuckoo.

31. Square-tailed Drongo Cuckoo showing white bars on the vent and outer undertail.
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33. Square-tailed Drongo Cuckoo showing the blunt tail fork.

In South Asia, the species is considered a summer visitor
to the Himalayas, ranging from Kashmir east to north-eastern
India and eastern Bangladesh, usually below 1,300 m asl and
occasionally to 2,250 m asl (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012).
The race S. | brachyurus occurs in the Himalayas, from Kashmir
east to north-eastern India and Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand,
and south through the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra, Borneo and
south-western Philippines (Payne & Kirwan 2020). This report
marks the first photographic and audio documentation of the
species from the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. This
species has been included in the recently published checklist of
Jammu & Kashmir (Kichloo et al. 2024), but this note provides
the fuller evidence on this topic.

We thank Muzaffar A. Kichloo for assisting in the preparation
of this note.

Jewiny [uieg :sojoyd ||y

31


https://ebird.org/india/map/gremag1
https://ebird.org/india/map/gremag1
https://ebird.org/checklist/S75282189

