28

Indian BIRDS Vor. 20 No. 1 (PusL. 18 May 2024)

Rasmussen, P. C. & Anderton, J. C. 2012. Birds of South Asia: The Ripley Guide, 2nd
Volume, Il Edition. Smithsonian Institution, Michigan State University & Lynx
Edicions, Washington DC, Michigan & Barcelona Pp: 1-688.

Shealer, D. A, & Spendelow, J. A, 2002. Individual foraging strategies of kleptoparasitic
Roseate Terns. Waterbirds, 25 (4): 436-441.

Tehsin, R. H., & Tehsin, H., 1998. White-eye (Zosterops palpebrosa) feeding the chicks
of Paradise Flycatcher (Terpsiphone paradisi). Journal of Bombay Natural History
Society 95 (2): 348

Thompson, D. B. A., 1986. The economics of kleptoparasitism: optimal foraging, host
and prey selection by gulls. Animal Behaviour, 34 (4): 1189-1205.

Woodall, P. F, 1984. Kleptoparasitism in hardheads and Pacific black ducks, including
size-related differences. Emu 84 (2): 65-70.

- Rajat Chordia, Dharam Veer Singh Jodha and Pradeep Joshi

Rajat Chordia, Flat no. 503 Orbit-2, Saheli Nagar, Udaipur 313001, Rajasthan, India

Email: rajatchordia55@gmail.com. [Corresponding author]

Dharam Veer Singh Jodha, 91- Lovely Estate, Roop Sagar Road, Udaipur 313001, Rajasthan, India
Pradeep Joshi, 45/5 Ashok Nagar, Udaipur 313001, Rajasthan, India

A Slaty-breasted Rail Lewinia striata at Gangawas
Pond, Barmer, Rajasthan

The Slaty-breasted Rail Lewinia striata is a distinctive medium-
sized rail with a chestnut crown and nape, slate-grey breast and
foreneck, narrow white barring and spotting on a dark body, and
a fairly long, heavy reddish bill (Grimmett et al. 2011; Taylor
2020). Immature birds are similar to adults in plumage but are
duller; the white barring is less distinct, with blackish streaking
above, breast more brownish, and underparts paler (Rasmussen
& Anderton 2012; Taylor 2020). This note describes a sighting of
an immature Slaty-breasted Rail from Barmer, Rajasthan, India.

On 23 November 2022, CS, VP and RK visited the Gangawas
Pond near Korna Village, Barmer District, Rajasthan (26.20°N,
72.57°E; c. 160 m asl)). It is a large pond, with marshy edges in
a few areas, surrounded by thorny shrubs and Acacia sp. trees.
One unidentified bird was spotted foraging alone in a marshy
area of the pond, along with others, such as Little Ringed Plover
Charadrius dubius, Ruff Calidris pugnax and Common Sandpiper
Actitis hypoleucos, which were feeding nearby [25]. The
unidentified bird was presumed to be a rail because of its bulky
bill and general appearance. However, since it was an overall
brownish colour and did not show any prominent features, it
could not be identified to species-level. Photos of the bird were
studied later, and features were compared with those of similar
species. The bird was stout and overall brownish in colour, with
a white chin, throat, and central belly. The wings had fine white
bars, and the legs were dark. It was tentatively identified as Slaty-
breasted Ralil, as its large bill distinguished it from similar crakes
and rails in the region, except for Water Rail Rallus aquaticus.
It was separated by the latter by a relatively stouter bill, white
barring on the wings, and darker leg colour. The bird we spotted
was aged as an immature bird since it lacked rufous on the head
and greyish colour on the breast. The photos were subsequently
posted in a WhatsApp group, and identification was confirmed by
one of its members, Rajaneesh Ghadi.

In South Asia, the Slaty-breasted Rail is distributed from eastern
Uttarakhand, India and eastern Nepal through eastern Arunachal
Pradesh, India, lower parts of hills of north-eastern India south of
the Brahmaputra River, north-eastern Bangladesh, south-western
West Bengal, central India, and in the Peninsula from about
Mumbai, India, south to Sri Lanka, and around Chennai in the
south-eastern region (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). It has also
been reported from Gujarat and considered regular in southern
Guijarat (Ganpule 2016) and also reported from south-eastern
Rajasthan (Vyas 2013). The latter was based on an undated sight

record by the author from Kota and an untraceable report from
Keoladeo National Park (Rakesh Vyas pers. comm. dated 04
December 2022). Grimmett et al. (1998) show a record from
the Kota region in their distribution map, which may be likely
attributed to the aforementioned record, but it is not shown in
Grimmett et al. (2011). eBird (2023) shows no records of the
species from Rajasthan. The present record is significant since the
species is normally regarded as a resident in its presently known
range in South Asia, although its movements may be affected
by either the stress of drought or flood, or other water-related
movements (Ali & Ripley 1987; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012;
Taylor 2020). The nearest location where the species regularly
occurs is southern Gujarat, which is ¢400 km south-west from
our record. There have been historical records from the Delhi
area (Hutson 1954). The present record appears to be the first
for the Thar Desert region and also the first photographic record
from Rajasthan.

25. Slaty-breasted Rail at Barmer, Rajasthan on 23 November 2022.
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