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Status of the Indian Spotted Eagle Clanga hastata in 
Pakistan
The Indian Spotted Eagle Clanga hastata is a widespread 
but sparingly resident species in the subcontinent that occurs 
throughout most of India, the lowlands of Nepal, Bangladesh, 
and Myanmar and occupies a myriad of habitats from wetlands 
to deserts and savannas. This species is considered largely 

unknown from Pakistan (Roberts 1991; Grimmett et al. 2011; 
Rasmussen & Anderton 2012); hence, we reviewed all available 
records to evaluate its status in the country (Table 1). Historical 
records pertaining to the Lesser Spotted Eagle C. pomarina, with 
which it was formerly lumped, are being treated as of this species. 
The post-2000 records are mainly derived from citizen science 
initiatives such as the Facebook groups of Birds of Pakistan, 
Birds of Sindh, and Wildlife of Pakistan. Not all records have an 
exact date; for some, only a month is available, and in a few 
cases, only an extended period of several months is available. 
Wherever photographs are available for scrutiny, we have verified 
the identification.

Three specimens of Indian Spotted Eagle1 collected from 
Pakistan are present in the Natural History Museum (NHM), 
London (NHMUK #1885.8.19.1192–1194). All had been taken 
by Colonel W. H. Unwin in May 1870 in North West Frontier 
Province (now, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa); two were labelled adult 
male and adult female, presumably a mated pair (Clarke & Khan 
1995). At least one of these birds, in all probability, is the same 
as that mentioned by Baker (1935) and attributed to Unwin.
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Table 1. Records of Indian Spotted Eagle from Pakistan

 Sl. 
No.

Date Number of 
individuals

Locality & Province Observation Details Observer(s) Reference

1. Untraced X Near Dunga Gali, Murree Hills, Punjab Observation  
(Nest found and adult shot)

Colonel Rattray Baker (1935)

2. May 1870 3* Agrove valley, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Specimen (Birds shot; nest also 
found)

Colonel W. H. Unwin Clark & Khan (1995)

3. 3 March 1988 1 Rawal Lake near Islamabad Observation Hirschfeld, Kjellen & Ullman Clark & Khan (1995)

4. 22 January 1993 1 Chashma barrage on the Indus River, 
Mianwali district, Punjab

Observation W.S. Clark & A.A. Khan Clark & Khan (1995)

5. 27 January 1993 1 Rawal Lake near Islamabad Observation (soaring over the lake) W.S. Clark Clark & Khan (1995)

6. 25 October 1996 1 Dera Ismail Khan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Observation (adult) Juha Kylänpää Robson (1997)

7. 29 June 2018– 
7 May 2021

X Indus River, Dera Ismail Khan, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa

Photographed (adults, nesting 
records) 10.

Muhammad Ali Rajput Rajput (2021)

8. September 2019 1 Nankana Sahib, Punjab Photographed (juvenile) Imran Bhutto Bhutto (2019)

9. 27 March 2020 1 Sheikh Badin National Park, Dera Ismail 
Khan district, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Photographed (subadult in flight) Muhammad Ali Rajput Rajput (2020)

10. March 2020 1 Sialkot, Punjab Photographed (adult) Sajid Saeed Saeed (2020)

11. February 2020 1 Headworks of Marala, Sialkot district, 
Punjab

Photographed (adult) Muhammad Ayaz 
Mahmood

Mahmood (2020)

12. November 2019 1 Margallah Hills National Park,
Islamabad

Photographed (adult in flight) Irshad Shaikh Shaikh (2020)

13. 29 June 2021 2 (Pair) Headworks of Marala, Sialkot district, 
Punjab

Photographed (Pair accidentally 
disturbed from a nest.) [11, 12]

Zafeer Ahmed Shaikh & 
Tahir Abbas Awan

Shaikh (2021)

14. April–November 
2021

1 Central and North-Central Punjab Indirect evidence of a radio-tagged 
individual via telemetry

None Ram et al (2021)

15. March 2022 1 Lahore, Punjab Photographed (adult in flight) Muhammad Habib Habib (2022)

16. 28 August 2022 1 Islamabad Capital Territory Photographed (adult in flight) Pharanaz Naveed Ashraf Ashraf (2022)

17. 18 September 2022 2 Headworks of Balloki, Kasur, Punjab Observation Imran Bhutto Bhutto (2022)

18. 5 March 2023 2 Talhaar stream, Islamabad Photographed (adults in flight) Pharahnaz Naveed Ashraf 
& others

Ashraf (2023)

19. 4 November 2023 2 Minchinabad outskirts,
Punjab

Photographed (adults in
flight)

Ali Usman Baig Baig (2023)

1 Clarke & Khan (1995) listed them as Lesser Spotted Eagle based on erstwhile taxonomy.
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10. Adult Indian Spotted Eagle on nest in Dera Ismail Khan, Punjab Province.

11. Nest of the Indian Spotted Eagle, Marala Headworks, Sialkot, Punjab Province. 

12. The Indian Spotted Eagle accidently flushed out of its nest, Marala Headworks, Sialkot, Punjab 
Province. 

Although considered ‘not definitely recorded’ from the country 
previously (Roberts 1991), many of the newly discovered records 
show that the species is a breeding resident in Pakistan. The 
species has been found nesting mainly in agricultural areas in and 
around large wetlands and away from heavy human activity. The 
map (Fig. 1), which clearly shows the sparsely dotted records, 
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highlights that the species is widespread in parts of the Upper 
Indus Plains in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab Provinces of 
Pakistan. A few records in the Kachchh district of western Gujarat 
(eBird 2023) suggest probable occurrence in the south-eastern 
parts of Sindh Province. This is corroborated by the map in Ram 
et al. (2021) depicting the migration route of tagged raptors 
between their wintering ground and breeding ground, showing 
a radio-tagged Indian Spotted Eagle passing through the extreme 
south-eastern part of Sindh during its movement from Gujarat in 
India to Punjab in Pakistan.
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Fig. 1. Records of the Indian Spotted Eagle from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab, Pakistan
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A Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator from 
Mandothi Wetland, Jhajjar, Haryana
Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator  is among the most 
widespread species in the Northern Hemisphere and a winter 
vagrant to the Indian Subcontinent (Grimmett et al. 2011; 
Praveen et al. 2014). This note describes a sighting of a Red-
breasted Merganser from the wetlands of Mandothi village 
(28.709°N, 76.849°E; 230 m asl), Jhajjar district, Haryana.

Agricultural wetlands in northern India not only fulfil the 
demands of local people but also attract a high density and 
diversity of migratory avifauna during the winter season in India 
(Gopi & Kittur 2013), and the same phenomenon prevails in 
the wetlands of Mandothi village. This area is flooded due to 
the accumulation of rainwater spread over 121 ha of low-density 
agricultural fields that support crops such as wheat and cattle 
fodder and a network of ponds with vegetation such as Phragmites 
karka, Chrysopogon zizanioides, Tripidium bengalense, Lemna 
minor, and Azolla pinnata.

On 06 December 2020, we were birding around these 
wetlands, collecting data regarding migratory birds and clicking 
photographs. We came across a merganser in a flock with other 
migratory ducks, such as Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata, 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta, Gadwall Mareca strepera, Garganey 
S. querquedula, and Common Pochard Aythya ferina. We initially 
identified it as a Common Merganser M. merganser, because 
we were a little far from it, and we were not able to obtain a 
good photograph. Subsequently, after sometime, this individual 
came a little closer, and we got an opportunity to take a better 
photograph [13, 14].

We started matching the photographs with images on the 
internet as well as those in the literature, including Grimmett et 
al. (2011). The head was reddish, while the body was grey, with a 
thin reddish bill. The longer bill and the lack of sharply contrasting 
white throat eliminated a Common Merganser female. We also 
took help in identifying the species from others to confirm it 
as a Red-breasted Merganser (Nikhil Devasar pers comm. 07 
December 2020, Pankaj Gupta pers comm. 07 December 2020). 
This individual remained at the site for approximately 10 days, 
and many local birders were able to observe and photograph it.

Red-breasted Merganser has been recorded from very few 
places in the Indian subcontinent, and in the past, it has been 
sighted multiple times near the Kosi Barrage in Nepal and on a 
few occasions in Pakistan and West Bengal (Praveen et al. 2014). 
However, in recent years, it has been sighted twice at different 
locations, just a few days apart, in December 2016, first at the 
Teesta River in Siliguri, West Bengal, and then at Vasai in the 
state of Maharashtra (Das & Das 2017; Ghadi et al. 2017), and 
the current sighting is probably the first record from the State 
of Haryana, northern India. After our study, there was a repeat 
sighting from the Teesta River in 2021 (Das 2021), taking the 
number of instances of its occurrence in India to four, while 

the two historical specimens from West Bengal did not have a 
definitive provenance (Praveen et al. 2014).

We would like to thank Nikhil Devasar and Pankaj Gupta for 
their help in identification and suggestions.
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13. Red-breasted Merganser showing the throat without any white traces. 

14. Red-breasted Merganser showing a reddish neck and longer bill.
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