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Table 1. Summary of records from Central India and nearby peninsular areas.

Date Source Location

17 April 1919 Hide (1919) Indore

16 January 2005 Bharos (2005) Raipur, Chhattisgarh

Early November 2006 Sangha (2021) Sainthal Sagar, Dausa, Rajasthan

06 April 2009 Chakravarty (2009) Ambazari Lake, Nagpur, Maharashtra

Unknown Arya et al. (2014) Sakhya Sagar Lake, Shivpuri, Madhya Pradesh

15 March 2014 Marchant (2014) Kanha Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh

12 December 2014 Abhang (2014) Punjabrao Deshmukh Agri University, Akola Maharashtra
02 January 2016 Abhang (2016) Upperwardha Dam, Morshi, Amravati, Maharashtra
21 October 2018 Dhule Nature (2018) Sonvad Reservior Dhule, Maharashtra

02 January 2018 Shendokar (2018) Sisa Uegaon Lake, Akola, Maharashtra

12 January 2019 Patil (2019) Savanga Lake, Amravati, Maharashtra

29-30 January 2022 This work Chidawad Tank, Dewas, Madhya Pradesh

20 February 2022 Rajurkar (2022) Kakatpur Lake, Amravati, Maharashtra

15 November 2023 Shendokar (2023) Bor River Dam, Amravati, Maharastra

05 February 2023 Rajput (2023) Jalaka Reservoir, Amravati, Maharashtra

Details
One was shot.
One reported. No further details.

Author's personal record of eight birds in passage
migration. No further details.

One reported in eBird. Photographed.

Reported in a survey from October 2006 to Febru-
ary 2008. No further details.

One reported in eBird. No further details.

One reported in eBird. Photographed. Foraging
with Pin-tailed Snipe.

One reported in eBird. No further details.

One reported in eBird. Photographed in flight
after getting flushed.

One reported in eBird. Photographed.
Two reported in eBird. Photographed.
One photographed.

One reported in eBird. No further details.
One reported in eBird. Photographed.

One reported in eBird. No further details.

Although the combination of range maps in the relevant literature
(Grimmett et al. 2011; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; Van Gils
et al. 2020; Sangha 2021) suggests that this species is a winter
visitor in Central India, the maps are inconsistent. Furthermore,
Ali & Ripley (1983) did not include a range map. This hints at a
lack of a definitive understanding of Jack Snipe's status in Central
India, which could be due to the species being overlooked or
incomplete consideration of historical and current records. To
improve our understanding, we summarize known records from
Central India and nearby peninsular areas in Table 1. There are
no records from mid-April to mid-October, and most records
are from November to March, which is strongly indicative of a
wintering species.

We thank A. M. K. Bharos for providing input to this paper.
We thank Nikhil Bhopale for helping identify the bird and Ashwin
Vishwanathan for encouraging us to document it.
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A Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus from Goa and its
status in South-western India

The Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus is a small snipe
distinguished from other snipe species by its shorter, stouter bill,
lack of a pale crown stripe, and split supercilium (Grimmett et al.
2011). This widespread winter visitor breeds in northern Europe
and Asia, and winters in western Europe, the Mediterranean
region, Egypt, Iraq, Persia, India, and Burma (Ali & Ripley 1980).
It prefers fresh and brackish marshes and wet paddy stubble but
is difficult to see due to its small size and camouflage. When
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flushed, it usually flies up silently with less erratic movements
(Grimmett et al. 2011, Arlott 2015) than other snipes and drops
back down not too far away. Its flight is weak and slower than that
of the Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago without any abrupt
zigzags (Ali & Ripley 1980; Grimmett et al. 2011). They mainly
feed on worms, tiny mollusks, insects, larvae, and seeds of marsh
vegetation (Ali & Ripley 1981). It is known to be crepuscular and
nocturnal (Grimmett et al. 2011).

On 28 November 2020, JR was birding in the Maina-Curtorim
wetlands (15.30°N, 74.01°E) in Curtorim village of Salcete taluka,
South Goa. At around 1530 h, JR noticed bobbing movements
within the marsh vegetation. It was revealed to be a Jack Snipe
that was feeding by probing the mud. The bird was completely
camouflaged prior to its feeding movements. After a while the
bird climbed onto a bund where it was photographed [20]. This
is the first photographic record of Jack Snipe from Goa. It was
previously accepted in the checklist of birds of Goa based on a
few sight records (Baidya & Bhagat 2018, 2023).

20. Jack Snipe at Maina-Curtorim Wetlands, Goa.
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Fig. 1. Location of recent Jack Snipe sightings in South-western India.

The Jack Snipe has been reported 14 times from 1998 to
2021 from South-western India (Table 1, Fig. 1). We define this
region as two districts of Goa (North & South Goa), three coastal
districts of Karnataka (Uttara Kannada, Udupi, and Dakshina
Kannada), and all of Kerala. All mentioned sightings were recorded
between November and April. Maximum sightings were reported
in December (six), followed by November (three). Additionally,
a historical account exists of the Jack Snipe regularly appearing
in a specific damp area in present-day Thiruvananthapuram
before its conversion for agricultural use. This specimen, housed
in the Thiruvananthapuram Museum, Kerala, represents the sole
documentation of this species in southern Kerala (Praveen &
Vijayalaxmi 2022). Phythian-Adams (1948) noted that in South
India, based on shooting records, the Jack Snipe may be more
common in some years than in others. Since the shooting area
included the Malabar district (present day north Kerala), this
observation would also apply to the region considered in this
work (South-western India).

Table 1. Recent records of Jack Snipe in Southwestern India

(S = Specimen, P = Photograph)

S.No.  Year Place

1 June 1993 Madayipara

2 March 1998 Sonaulim, Bhagwan Mahavir WLS, Mollem.
3 December 1999 Tambdi Surla

4 December 2002 Kalpalli

5 April 2009 Pana Vayal

6 December 2009 Neturlim, Netravali WLS

7 January 2010 Mulki

8 March 2013 Navelim Wetlands (IBA), Bicholim
9 December 2015 Munderi Kadavu Bird Sanctuary
10 December 2018 Kole Wetlands, Alapad

1 November 2020 Maina-Curtorim Wetlands, Maina
12 November 2021 Maina-Curtorim Wetlands, Maina
13 November 2021 Maina-Curtorim Wetlands, Maina
14 December 2021 Maina-Curtorim Wetlands, Maina

District State Type  Reference

Kannur Kerala S Sashikumar et al. (2004)
North Goa Goa S Lainer & Alvares (2013)
North Goa Goa S Lainer & Alvares (2013)
Kozhikode Kerala S Balakrishnan (2002)
Kannur Kerala S Rajeevan (2009)

North Goa Goa S Lainer & Alvares (2013)
Dakshina Kannada Karnataka S Vattakaven (2010)

North Goa Goa S Baidya & Bhagat (2018, 2023)
Kannur Kerala S Munderi (2015)

Thrissur Kerala P lyer (2018)

South Goa Goa P This work.

South Goa Goa P Dharwadkar (2021)
South Goa Goa P Bandekar (2021)

South Goa Goa P Dharwadkar (2021)
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A special mention to be made here is that in January 2020,
a Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor (Dumadag 2020) and
in December 2021, a Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola
(Pandit et al. 2022) were recorded within 200 m from where
the Jack Snipe was photographed. Thus, these habitats serve
as wintering grounds for numerous residents and migratory
birds, and more new species to Goa may be recorded here.
This finding underscores the conservation value of the Maina-
Curtorim wetland ecosystem, warranting protection by the
state administration. Educating the public through awareness
initiatives is crucial to prevent the degradation of these wetlands.
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Nest material kleptoparasitism by the Indian Paradise-
Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi and the Indian White-
eye Zosterops palpebrosus

The term kleptoparasitism, or ‘parasitism by theft, is used in
ecology to describe a strategy of stealing items, such as food or
nest materials, from other individuals (Jones et al. 2007). In birds,
kleptoparasitism is well-known in skuas (Bélisle & Giroux 1995)
and frigatebirds (Padmakumar & Shanthakumar 2023), which
rely extensively on such behavior to obtain food. Other groups,
such as raptors (Jathar & Rahmani 2004; Danko 2007), gulls
(Thompson 1986), terns (Shealer & Spendelow 2002), coots
(Kéllander 2013) and some ducks (Woodall 1984), are also
known to engage in opportunistic food kleptoparasitism. Here,
we report nest material kleptoparasitism by the Indian Paradise-
Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi from the nest of another Indian
Paradise-Flycatcher, as well as nest material kleptoparasitism by
the Indian White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus.

Nest material kleptoparasitism in passerines has been
reported in several avian taxa. Jones et al. (2007) reported this
phenomenon in many North American species, such as Cerulean
Warbler Dendroica cerulea, American Redstart Setophaga
ruticilla, Blue-grey Gnat-catcher Polioptila caerulea, Red-eyed
Vireo Vireo olivaceus, Black-throated Green Warbler Dendroica
virens, Northern Parula Parula americana, and Orchard Oriole
Icterus spurius. Members of Tyrannidae, Ploceidae, and other
colonial nesters are also known to indulge in interspecific and
intraspecific nest material kleptoparasitism (Hansell 2000),
in additon to members of Zosteropidae (Guest 1973),
Bombycillidae (Mountjoy & Robertson 1988), and Passeridae
(McGillivray  1980). Interactions between Indian White-eyes
and other nesting species, such as records of nest material
kleptoparasitism (Mahesh 2010) and interspecific feeding
(Tehsin & Tehsin 1998; Balar 2009), have been published. In
one of the earlier case, the Indian White-eye appears to have
gone to the nest to steal the nest material but was ‘trapped’ by
the gaping chicks (Tehsin & Tehsin 1998).

21. The first nest of the Indian Paradise-Flycatcher.

The Indian Paradise-Flycatcher is a medium-sized passerine
bird that inhabits forests and well-wooded habitats (Grimmett
et al. 2011). In Rajasthan, the species is a summer/monsoon
visitor (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). The Indian Paradise-
Flycatcher exhibit sexual dimorphism. Breeding pairs are socially
monogamous, and both males and females participate in
nest-building, incubation, brooding and feeding of the young
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