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A Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata from 
Ludhiana, Punjab, India
We report the sighting of a Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
at 1015 h on 03 September 2023 from the field area of the 
Punjab Agricultural University campus (75.79° E, 30.90° N; 189 
m asl), Ludhiana, Punjab, India. The observed individual had 
grey-brown upperparts and whitish underparts, with a streaky 
white breast and crown. The legs were short and black, the bill 
and eyes were black, and the bill had broad but pointed shape 
[34]. It was identified as a Spotted Flycatcher based on standard 
references (Ali & Ripley 1996).

34. Spotted Flycatcher in the natural habitat at Ludhiana, Punjab. 

MK observed the bird perching on a side branch of Melia 
azedarach, commonly known as the Dek in Punjabi, in oil seeds 
field area in the university campus. The bird was observed making 
sallies for catching flying insects and hunting from a conspicuous 
side branch that it used as a perch. It was seen returning to the 
same perch after making sorties to catch the insects and perching 
in its characteristic upright posture. Although we searched for 
more individuals in the next two days, we did not see any, and 
this particular individual was also not seen subsequently.

The Spotted Flycatcher is a passage migrant in Pakistan and 
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north-western India from Jammu & Kashmir, south to Gujarat 
(Grimmett et al. 1998). In the Indian Subcontinent, it breeds in 
northern Balochistan, Chitral, Gilgit, and Baltistan at 1,800–3,300 
m asl (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). Elsewhere, it breeds in 
most of  the Europe east across the Ural Mountains to western 
Siberia and northern Mongolia, parts of Morocco and Tunisia, the 
Middle East, and Western and Central Asia. All populations are 
known to winter in the sub-Saharan Africa (del Hoyo et al. 2006). 
Spotted Flycatcher can be found virtually in any open woodland 
or forested area; also, at forest edge and in secondary growth, 
wooded and bushed grassland, plantations, orchards, gardens, 
parks, and dry thorn-scrub (del Hoyo et al. 2006). Thus, finding it 
in the field area of an agricultural university with scattered trees, 
plantations, and orchards is perfectly in line with the known 
habitat preferences.

Rasmussen & Anderton (2012) included Punjab in their map 
of the distribution range of the species; however, no published 
records were found from Punjab, India, while searching the 
online ‘Bibliography of South Asian Ornithology’ (Pittie 2023). 
There are also no records in the specimen database of the Global 
Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF). We also did not find any 
photographs on social media platforms (such as Facebook, 
Instagram, etc.) or citizen science platforms (such as eBird, 
iNaturalist, etc.). However, two previous records of this species 
from Punjab are shown in the distribution map of Grimmett et al. 
(2011: 434). One of them relates to an observation from Harike, 
Punjab by Per Undeland that was mentioned in his checklist of 
birds seen in Punjab from 22 August 1993 to 30 June 1996, 
while the second record remains untraceable (Tim Inskipp, in 
email dated 05 January 2022, Krys Kazmierczak, in email dated 
21 October 2023). However, no photographs or field notes are 
available (Per Undeland, in email dated 23 April 2021).

Around Punjab, however, there are a few records from Jammu 
& Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, and northern Rajasthan 
as well as in the union territory of Chandigarh (Grimmett et al. 
2011; Abhinav et al. 2022; eBird 2023); and hence, this record 
is expected.
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