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friend's family who shared an interest in bird watching. We were
there in the morning, a common time for visitors to look for big
cats, including the Maya tigress. At 0800 hrs, near a waterhole
called ‘Chikhalwahi’, we noticed a group of Yellow-footed Green-
Pigeon Treron allinagoerus, perched on bamboo. This is typical in
the Tadoba area, so we initially paid little attention and moved on.
However, | soon spotted a bird with reddish-pink legs on the far
left of a perch. | quickly took some photographs [18], but as this
is a tiger reserve, we could not leave our vehicle for a closer look.
We had only a minute before another vehicle arrived, startling the
pigeons into flight.

After completing our safari, | referred to Grimmett et al.
(2011) to identify the bird in my photo. It turned out to be a male
Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon T. sphenurus, based on its wedge-
shaped tail, pink legs, and yellowish-green head. This marks the
first sighting of this species in the Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve
and the second sighting in Maharashtra. The only other record
from Maharashtra was on 31 December 2013 from Sanjay
Gandhi National Park, Mumbai (Kulkarni 2014). Furthermore,
this is the second sighting with photographic evidence from
Central India. The only other record from Central India was on
14 May 2017 from the Achanakmar Tiger Reserve, Chhattisgarh
(Mishra 2017). It has also been reported by Osmaston (1922)
from Pachmarhi, Madhya Pradesh. This historical record is
considered doubtful by Rasmussen & Anderton (2012), but
these two confirmed records from Central India might suggest
that Osmaston'’s report might have been correct after all. In India,
the Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon is resident in the Himalayas and
hills of the Northeast India, and outside of India, it is found in
the hills of South China, South-East Asia, and Indonesia (Baptista
2020). Two other species of Treron green-pigeons are resident
in Central India: Orange-breasted Green-Pigeon T. bicinctus and
the much more widespread Yellow-footed Green Pigeon. The
appearance of Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon in the dry deciduous
lowlands of Central India is unusual as it stands in stark contrast
to its usual wet hilly habitat. It remains to be seen if this sighting
results from a recent range extension or if this species is a vagrant,
a facultative mover, or a very rare resident in Central India.

18. Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon (left) with Yellow-footed Green-Pigeon at Tadoba
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Status of the Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus in
Central India

On 29 January 2022, we were birdwatching at one of our regular
winter locations, the Chidawad Tank (23.13°N, 76.13°E) in the
Tonk Kurd Tehsil of the Dewas district, Madhya Pradesh, ¢.50 km
from Indore city. At about 1100 hrs, we spotted a bird resembling
a snipe. We quickly noticed that it was smaller than the Common
Snipe Gallinago allinago, which is frequently observed there
because it is a common winter visitor. The bird was feeding in a
muddy area along the banks of the waterbody, accompanied by a
single Kentish Plover Anarhynchus alexandrinus. Upon consulting
the field guide (Grimmett et al. 2011), we identified it as a Jack
Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus, distinct from the Common Snipe
by its smaller size, split supercilium, and shorter, stouter bill
[19]. We also photographed the bird and confirmed its identity
based on the photographs. The bird was feeding in the open for
approximately 10—12 minutes before it flew to the opposite bank
of the water body. The next day, a single Jack Snipe, presumably
the same individual, was sighted again at approximately 1005
hrs. It was feeding alongside Kentish Plovers close to the location
where it was seen the day before. One week later, another
attempt was made to relocate the bird, but it was not found and
was never seen thereafter.

19. Jack Snipe from Chidawad Tank, Dewas District, Madhya Pradesh.

The Jack Snipe is an uncommon winter visitor throughout the
Indian subcontinent, where it is much less commonly seen than
the Common Snipe and Pin-tailed Snipe G. stenura. It inhabits
swampy areas around lakes and waterlogged harvested paddy
fields. Typically, arriving in October, often as solitary individuals,
they usually depart by mid-April (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012).
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Table 1. Summary of records from Central India and nearby peninsular areas.

Date Source Location

17 April 1919 Hide (1919) Indore

16 January 2005 Bharos (2005) Raipur, Chhattisgarh

Early November 2006 Sangha (2021) Sainthal Sagar, Dausa, Rajasthan

06 April 2009 Chakravarty (2009) Ambazari Lake, Nagpur, Maharashtra

Unknown Arya et al. (2014) Sakhya Sagar Lake, Shivpuri, Madhya Pradesh

15 March 2014 Marchant (2014) Kanha Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh

12 December 2014 Abhang (2014) Punjabrao Deshmukh Agri University, Akola Maharashtra
02 January 2016 Abhang (2016) Upperwardha Dam, Morshi, Amravati, Maharashtra
21 October 2018 Dhule Nature (2018) Sonvad Reservior Dhule, Maharashtra

02 January 2018 Shendokar (2018) Sisa Uegaon Lake, Akola, Maharashtra

12 January 2019 Patil (2019) Savanga Lake, Amravati, Maharashtra

29-30 January 2022 This work Chidawad Tank, Dewas, Madhya Pradesh

20 February 2022 Rajurkar (2022) Kakatpur Lake, Amravati, Maharashtra

15 November 2023 Shendokar (2023) Bor River Dam, Amravati, Maharastra

05 February 2023 Rajput (2023) Jalaka Reservoir, Amravati, Maharashtra

Details
One was shot.
One reported. No further details.

Author's personal record of eight birds in passage
migration. No further details.

One reported in eBird. Photographed.

Reported in a survey from October 2006 to Febru-
ary 2008. No further details.

One reported in eBird. No further details.

One reported in eBird. Photographed. Foraging
with Pin-tailed Snipe.

One reported in eBird. No further details.

One reported in eBird. Photographed in flight
after getting flushed.

One reported in eBird. Photographed.
Two reported in eBird. Photographed.
One photographed.

One reported in eBird. No further details.
One reported in eBird. Photographed.

One reported in eBird. No further details.

Although the combination of range maps in the relevant literature
(Grimmett et al. 2011; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; Van Gils
et al. 2020; Sangha 2021) suggests that this species is a winter
visitor in Central India, the maps are inconsistent. Furthermore,
Ali & Ripley (1983) did not include a range map. This hints at a
lack of a definitive understanding of Jack Snipe's status in Central
India, which could be due to the species being overlooked or
incomplete consideration of historical and current records. To
improve our understanding, we summarize known records from
Central India and nearby peninsular areas in Table 1. There are
no records from mid-April to mid-October, and most records
are from November to March, which is strongly indicative of a
wintering species.

We thank A. M. K. Bharos for providing input to this paper.
We thank Nikhil Bhopale for helping identify the bird and Ashwin
Vishwanathan for encouraging us to document it.
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A Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus from Goa and its
status in South-western India

The Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus is a small snipe
distinguished from other snipe species by its shorter, stouter bill,
lack of a pale crown stripe, and split supercilium (Grimmett et al.
2011). This widespread winter visitor breeds in northern Europe
and Asia, and winters in western Europe, the Mediterranean
region, Egypt, Iraq, Persia, India, and Burma (Ali & Ripley 1980).
It prefers fresh and brackish marshes and wet paddy stubble but
is difficult to see due to its small size and camouflage. When
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