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A Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator from 
Mandothi Wetland, Jhajjar, Haryana
Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator  is among the most 
widespread species in the Northern Hemisphere and a winter 
vagrant to the Indian Subcontinent (Grimmett et al. 2011; 
Praveen et al. 2014). This note describes a sighting of a Red-
breasted Merganser from the wetlands of Mandothi village 
(28.709°N, 76.849°E; 230 m asl), Jhajjar district, Haryana.

Agricultural wetlands in northern India not only fulfil the 
demands of local people but also attract a high density and 
diversity of migratory avifauna during the winter season in India 
(Gopi & Kittur 2013), and the same phenomenon prevails in 
the wetlands of Mandothi village. This area is flooded due to 
the accumulation of rainwater spread over 121 ha of low-density 
agricultural fields that support crops such as wheat and cattle 
fodder and a network of ponds with vegetation such as Phragmites 
karka, Chrysopogon zizanioides, Tripidium bengalense, Lemna 
minor, and Azolla pinnata.

On 06 December 2020, we were birding around these 
wetlands, collecting data regarding migratory birds and clicking 
photographs. We came across a merganser in a flock with other 
migratory ducks, such as Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata, 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta, Gadwall Mareca strepera, Garganey 
S. querquedula, and Common Pochard Aythya ferina. We initially 
identified it as a Common Merganser M. merganser, because 
we were a little far from it, and we were not able to obtain a 
good photograph. Subsequently, after sometime, this individual 
came a little closer, and we got an opportunity to take a better 
photograph [13, 14].

We started matching the photographs with images on the 
internet as well as those in the literature, including Grimmett et 
al. (2011). The head was reddish, while the body was grey, with a 
thin reddish bill. The longer bill and the lack of sharply contrasting 
white throat eliminated a Common Merganser female. We also 
took help in identifying the species from others to confirm it 
as a Red-breasted Merganser (Nikhil Devasar pers comm. 07 
December 2020, Pankaj Gupta pers comm. 07 December 2020). 
This individual remained at the site for approximately 10 days, 
and many local birders were able to observe and photograph it.

Red-breasted Merganser has been recorded from very few 
places in the Indian subcontinent, and in the past, it has been 
sighted multiple times near the Kosi Barrage in Nepal and on a 
few occasions in Pakistan and West Bengal (Praveen et al. 2014). 
However, in recent years, it has been sighted twice at different 
locations, just a few days apart, in December 2016, first at the 
Teesta River in Siliguri, West Bengal, and then at Vasai in the 
state of Maharashtra (Das & Das 2017; Ghadi et al. 2017), and 
the current sighting is probably the first record from the State 
of Haryana, northern India. After our study, there was a repeat 
sighting from the Teesta River in 2021 (Das 2021), taking the 
number of instances of its occurrence in India to four, while 

the two historical specimens from West Bengal did not have a 
definitive provenance (Praveen et al. 2014).

We would like to thank Nikhil Devasar and Pankaj Gupta for 
their help in identification and suggestions.

References
Das, S., & Das, M., 2017. Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator in Gajoldoba, Siliguri, 

West Bengal. Indian BIRDS 12 (6): 166.
Das, S., 2021. Website URL: https://ebird.org/checklist/S99368923 [Accessed on 25 

December 2023.]
Ghadi, R., Prabhulkar, M., & Main S., 2017. Sighting of Red-breasted Merganser Mergus 

serrator from Vasai, Maharashtra, India. Indian BIRDS 12 (6): 165.
Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., & Inskipp, T., 2011. Birds of the Indian Subcontinent. 2nd ed. 

London: Oxford University Press & Christopher Helm. Pp. 1–528.
Praveen J., Jayapal, R., & Pittie, A., 2014. Notes on Indian rarities—2: Waterfowl, diving 

waterbirds, and gulls and terns. Indian BIRDS 9 (5&6): 113–136.
Sundar, K.S.G., & Kittur, S., 2013. Can wetlands maintained for human use also help 

conserve biodiversity? Landscape-scale patterns of bird use of wetlands in an 
agricultural landscape in north India. Biological Conservation 168: 49–56.

–Sonu Dalal, Pradyumna Krishna Majumdar,  
Aditya Singh Chauhan, Rakesh Ahlawat

Sonu Dalal, Field Assistant, TINSA Ecological Foundation, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India.
Dr Pradyumna Krishna Majumdar, Associate Professor, Orthopaedics, PGIMS Rohtak,  

Haryana, india.
Aditya Singh Chauhan, Supervisor, Biodiversity Parks Programme, CEMDE, University of Delhi, 

Delhi, India. Email: aditya.chauhan999@gmail.com [Corresponding author]
Rakesh Ahlawat, S/o Bhagwan Singh, Village P.O. Dighal Pana Silarayan, Jhajjar District 124107, 

Haryana, India.

Correspondence 21

13. Red-breasted Merganser showing the throat without any white traces. 

14. Red-breasted Merganser showing a reddish neck and longer bill.
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