
A special mention to be made here is that in January 2020, 
a Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor (Dumadag 2020) and 
in December 2021, a Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 
(Pandit et al. 2022) were recorded within 200 m from where 
the Jack Snipe was photographed. Thus, these habitats serve 
as wintering grounds for numerous residents and migratory 
birds, and more new species to Goa may be recorded here. 
This finding underscores the conservation value of the Maina-
Curtorim wetland ecosystem, warranting protection by the 
state administration. Educating the public through awareness 
initiatives is crucial to prevent the degradation of these wetlands.
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Nest material kleptoparasitism by the Indian Paradise-
Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi and the Indian White-
eye Zosterops palpebrosus
The term kleptoparasitism, or ‘parasitism by theft’, is used in 
ecology to describe a strategy of stealing items, such as food or 
nest materials, from other individuals (Jones et al. 2007). In birds, 
kleptoparasitism is well-known in skuas (Bélisle & Giroux 1995) 
and frigatebirds (Padmakumar & Shanthakumar 2023), which 
rely extensively on such behavior to obtain food. Other groups, 
such as raptors (Jathar & Rahmani 2004; Danko 2007), gulls 
(Thompson 1986), terns (Shealer & Spendelow 2002), coots 
(Källander 2013) and some ducks (Woodall 1984), are also 
known to engage in opportunistic food kleptoparasitism. Here, 
we report nest material kleptoparasitism by the Indian Paradise-
Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi from the nest of another Indian 
Paradise-Flycatcher, as well as nest material kleptoparasitism by 
the Indian White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus.

Nest material kleptoparasitism in passerines has been 
reported in several avian taxa. Jones et al. (2007) reported this 
phenomenon in many North American species, such as Cerulean 
Warbler Dendroica cerulea, American Redstart Setophaga 
ruticilla, Blue-grey Gnat-catcher Polioptila caerulea, Red-eyed 
Vireo Vireo olivaceus, Black-throated Green Warbler Dendroica 
virens, Northern Parula Parula americana, and Orchard Oriole 
Icterus spurius. Members of Tyrannidae, Ploceidae, and other 
colonial nesters are also known to indulge in interspecific and 
intraspecific nest material kleptoparasitism (Hansell 2000), 
in addition to members of Zosteropidae (Guest 1973), 
Bombycillidae (Mountjoy & Robertson 1988), and Passeridae 
(McGillivray 1980). Interactions between Indian White-eyes 
and other nesting species, such as records of nest material 
kleptoparasitism (Mahesh 2010) and interspecific feeding 
(Tehsin & Tehsin 1998; Balar 2009), have been published. In 
one of the earlier case, the Indian White-eye appears to have 
gone to the nest to steal the nest material but was ‘trapped’ by 
the gaping chicks (Tehsin & Tehsin 1998).

21. The first nest of the Indian Paradise-Flycatcher.

The Indian Paradise-Flycatcher is a medium-sized passerine 
bird that inhabits forests and well-wooded habitats (Grimmett 
et al. 2011). In Rajasthan, the species is a summer/monsoon 
visitor (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). The Indian Paradise-
Flycatcher exhibit sexual dimorphism. Breeding pairs are socially 
monogamous, and both males and females participate in 
nest-building, incubation, brooding and feeding of the young 
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(Mizuta & Yamagishi 1998). The Indian White-eye is also socially 
monogamous and a widespread resident throughout the Indian 
Subcontinent (Grimmett et al. 2011). The guidelines for research 
on nesting biology outlined in Barve et al. (2020) were carefully 
followed for all documentation in this research. We visited nests in 
the late afternoon to avoid disturbance to the birds and ensured 
that our activities had a minimal impact on the vegetation and 
surroundings.

On 30 May 2023, we were birding at 0830 h at Jhameshwar 
Mahadev (24.46ºN, 73.87ºE), in Udaipur District, Rajasthan. The 
area is a forested valley surrounded by hills. We saw a pair of 
Indian Paradise-Flycatcher continuously visiting a branch. Upon 
closer observation, we realized that the female was constructing 
a nest on that branch [21]. We started observing the birds trying 
to construct the nest. The nesting material was collected mostly 
from the ground and surrounding plants, but in two instances, we 
saw the female stealing nesting material from the nest of another 
Indian Paradise-Flycatcher [22]. The second nest was situated 
150 meters from the first nest. On following the female to check 
where she was collecting nesting material from, we saw this 
behavior happening. While the first nest was in the early stage of 
construction, the second nest was almost complete. The female 
on the second nest mostly had dry grass and twigs placed on 
the outside of the nest. As soon as she left the nest, we saw the 
female from the first nest visit and steal nesting material [23].

22. The second nest of the Indian Paradise-Flycatcher. 

23. Female Indian Paradise-Flycatcher stealing nesting material from the nest of another 
Indian Paradise-Flycatcher.

While the pair at the first Indian Paradise-Flycatcher nest was 
away collecting the nesting material, we saw a pair of Indian 
White-eye continuously stealing material from the paradise-
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flycatcher nest [24]. We visited the location continuously for 
the next couple of days and saw the pair of Indian White-eye 
stealing nesting materials every day until the birds were building 
the nest. They stopped stealing once the flycatcher had laid eggs 
and began incubating because of the continuous presence of at 
least one individual in the nest. We did not observe these two 
species interacting anytime during the study. Ours is perhaps the 
first report of nest kleptoparasitism in Indian Paradise-flycatcher.

24. Indian White-eye stealing material from the nest of the Indian Paradise-Flycatcher. 

We thank Satish Kumar Sharma, Anil Kumar Tripathi, Manoj 
Kulshreshta and Anil Sarsavan for their input and insightful 
discussions on our observations.
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A Slaty-breasted Rail Lewinia striata at Gangawas 
Pond, Barmer, Rajasthan
The Slaty-breasted Rail Lewinia striata is a distinctive medium-
sized rail with a chestnut crown and nape, slate-grey breast and 
foreneck, narrow white barring and spotting on a dark body, and 
a fairly long, heavy reddish bill (Grimmett et al. 2011; Taylor 
2020). Immature birds are similar to adults in plumage but are 
duller; the white barring is less distinct, with blackish streaking 
above, breast more brownish, and underparts paler (Rasmussen 
& Anderton 2012; Taylor 2020). This note describes a sighting of 
an immature Slaty-breasted Rail from Barmer, Rajasthan, India.

On 23 November 2022, CS, VP and RK visited the Gangawas 
Pond near Korna Village, Barmer District, Rajasthan (26.20°N, 
72.57°E; c. 160 m asl)). It is a large pond, with marshy edges in 
a few areas, surrounded by thorny shrubs and Acacia sp. trees. 
One unidentified bird was spotted foraging alone in a marshy 
area of the pond, along with others, such as Little Ringed Plover 
Charadrius dubius, Ruff Calidris pugnax and Common Sandpiper 
Actitis hypoleucos, which were feeding nearby [25]. The 
unidentified bird was presumed to be a rail because of its bulky 
bill and general appearance. However, since it was an overall 
brownish colour and did not show any prominent features, it 
could not be identified to species-level. Photos of the bird were 
studied later, and features were compared with those of similar 
species. The bird was stout and overall brownish in colour, with 
a white chin, throat, and central belly. The wings had fine white 
bars, and the legs were dark. It was tentatively identified as Slaty-
breasted Rail, as its large bill distinguished it from similar crakes 
and rails in the region, except for Water Rail Rallus aquaticus. 
It was separated by the latter by a relatively stouter bill, white 
barring on the wings, and darker leg colour. The bird we spotted 
was aged as an immature bird since it lacked rufous on the head 
and greyish colour on the breast. The photos were subsequently 
posted in a WhatsApp group, and identification was confirmed by 
one of its members, Rajaneesh Ghadi.

In South Asia, the Slaty-breasted Rail is distributed from eastern 
Uttarakhand, India and eastern Nepal through eastern Arunachal 
Pradesh, India, lower parts of hills of north-eastern India south of 
the Brahmaputra River, north-eastern Bangladesh, south-western 
West Bengal, central India, and in the Peninsula from about 
Mumbai, India, south to Sri Lanka, and around Chennai in the 
south-eastern region (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). It has also 
been reported from Gujarat and considered regular in southern 
Gujarat (Ganpule 2016) and also reported from south-eastern 
Rajasthan (Vyas 2013). The latter was based on an undated sight 

record by the author from Kota and an untraceable report from 
Keoladeo National Park (Rakesh Vyas pers. comm. dated 04 
December 2022). Grimmett et al. (1998) show a record from 
the Kota region in their distribution map, which may be likely 
attributed to the aforementioned record, but it is not shown in 
Grimmett et al. (2011). eBird (2023) shows no records of the 
species from Rajasthan. The present record is significant since the 
species is normally regarded as a resident in its presently known 
range in South Asia, although its movements may be affected 
by either the stress of drought or flood, or other water-related 
movements (Ali & Ripley 1987; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; 
Taylor 2020). The nearest location where the species regularly 
occurs is southern Gujarat, which is c.400 km south-west from 
our record. There have been historical records from the Delhi 
area (Hutson 1954). The present record appears to be the first 
for the Thar Desert region and also the first photographic record 
from Rajasthan.

25. Slaty-breasted Rail at Barmer, Rajasthan on 23 November 2022.
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