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Indian Skimmers Rynchops albicollis in the Gomti 
River of Uttar Pradesh, India, and the possibility of a 
breeding site
The Indian Skimmer Rynchops albicollis is an Endangered 
riverine bird that is undergoing rapid population decline (Birdlife 
International 2023). We report two records of Indian Skimmer 
on the Gomti River of Uttar Pradesh and discuss its potential for 
breeding.

In India, the Skimmers are confined to large river systems 
but also occur in Bangladesh, Pakistan, and some countries in 
Southeast Asia, such as Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. 
It is now considered extinct in the 
Mekong Delta in Vietnam, is a rare 
visitor to Nepal, and has also been 
recorded in China (Sundar 2004). 
Indian Skimmers are gregarious 
and colonial and are often found 
in flocks (Rajguru 2017).

We recorded a flock of 57 
Indian Skimmers resting on a 
small sandy island on the Gomti 
River near Palauli (26.66°N, 
81.44°E) on 28 February 2022. 
We observed the flock on three 
days in the same location during 
that month. We also observed 
small shallow depressions on 
the ground that might have been 
their attempts to breed. On 07 
March 2022, a single skimmer 
was observed downstream, 
which is aerially c.14 km along 
the channel near a location called 
Devait (26.67°N, 81.56°E), as it 
skimmed over the water surface. 
Hence, it is possible that there are 
similar islets on the river, which might offer possible breeding 
sites. However, we observed high levels of human interference 
on the riverscape and sandy islands during the survey. As this 
river flows through a highly agriculture-dependent area, various 
activities, such as water extraction, fishing, cattle grazing, sand 
mining, and other activities, were observed. Such a high rate 
of disturbance from humans and livestock is a major threat to 
riverine nesting birds, and hence, the chances of successful 
breeding are bleak (SoIB 2023).

The important river systems for the Indian Skimmer in India 
are Chambal, Ganga, Mahanadi, Yamuna, and Son (SoIB 2023). 
The Gomti River is one of the important tributaries of the Ganga 
River, originating from the Pilibhit district and confluences with 
Ganga in the Ghazipur district, covering c.835 km. The river 
drains the areas between the Ramganga and Sharda Rivers in 
the upper region and the Ganga and Ghagra Rivers in the lower 
region. Historically, there have been very few records of Indian 
Skimmer from the Gomti River. BirdLife International (2001) 
quotes a record by Jesse from the Lucknow region on Gomti from 
1902. Since then, no other Indian Skimmer has been reported 
from this particular river based on a literature survey (Islam & 
Rahmani 2002; Rahmani 2012; Ankit et al. 2018; Bhavanarayeni 
& Bayani 2023; Birdlife International 2023). However, the region 
has a breeding population of Indian Skimmers from the Prayagraj 
region on the Ganga (Ankit et al. 2018), which is c.120 km from 

our site. Although the species is well known from the Chambal 
River in Uttar Pradesh (Sundar 2004; Rahmani 2012), there are 
only a few reports from the eastern parts of Uttar Pradesh. All 
historical and recent records from the eastern half of Uttar Pradesh 
(Rahmani 2012; eBird 2023) are included in the map (Fig. 1).

Our finding of this new site for the Indian Skimmer on the 
Gomti River should revitalise the conservation efforts of the 
Indian Skimmer population in the Ganga and Gomti Rivers to 
discover more such sites for its conservation in this landscape.

We thank Uttar Pradesh Forest Department, NMCG, our field 
assistants, and local people for their support.
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Fig 1. Map showing the locations of the new records of Indian Skimmer in the Gomti River and localities of past records from the state 
of Uttar Pradesh
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