
An Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana along with 
a Grey-necked Bunting E. buchanani from Kachore, 
Maharashtra, India
I happened to photograph a Bunting Emberiza sp. from Kachore 
(Mahadev) Hill (19.23°N, 73.12°E), Thakurli, which was later 
identified as an Ortolan Bunting E. hortulana, presumably the 
first confirmed record for the State of Maharashtra. 

On 28 September 2023, during a routine field visit to Kachore 
Hill, a small hillock with scattered trees, bushes and rocky outcrops, 
approximately 0730 h, I saw this bunting [15] foraging alongside 
a Grey-necked Bunting E. buchanani [16–17]. Initially, I mistook 
this bird to be a female or a juvenile Grey-necked Bunting as 
they were structurally similar, and the main difference was the 
more streaked mantle and crown. However, after discussion with 
local birders (Shrikant Bande and Fermin Jose pers. comm. 30 
September 2023), it was identified as probable Ortolan Bunting. 
On 06 October 2023, photos of the bird were uploaded to a social 
media group dedicated to identifying birds where it was identified 
as an Ortolan Bunting (Ashwin Viswanathan pers. comm. 07 
October 2023, Prathamesh Desai 08 October 2023). It was also 
sent by email to the BNHS where the same identification was 
suggested (Raju Kasambe pers. comm. 08 October 2023).

While a juvenile Grey-necked Bunting can have a streaked 
mantle, it will never be so strongly marked with straight and 
broad tramline markings. The green cast to the head, yellow-
tinged eye-ring and sub-moustachial stripe, and the tertial step 
where the fringes broaden towards the tip all point towards an 
Ortolan Bunting. A slightly different bill structure is evident in 
one of the photographs [17]. The white tips to coverts forming a 
white bar and faint spots on the throat [17] suggest that this bird 
could have been a first-winter bird.

Ortolan Bunting has been reported with photographs or 
specimens from Gilgit, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal, 
coastal Karnataka, Kerala, and the Andaman Islands (Nayak 2019; 
Karam & Shaikh 2021; Shaktivel & Jabli 2022; eBird 2023). Though 
never photographed, it has also been reported multiple times from 
Gujarat (Prasad 2016). However, there has not been any traceable 
photographs from Maharashtra (Prasad 2006), despite being 
reported from Nashik (Raha 2003) and Pune (Pande & Pawashe 
2007). Hence, this is the first definitive report for Maharashtra.

15. Ortolan Bunting showing a tertial step, an olive-cast head, a yellow-tinged eye-ring and a 
sub-moustachial stripe.

Vi
sh

al
 S

hi
ng

ad
e

16. Ortolan Bunting alongside Grey-necked Bunting showing the streaked crown and mantle.

17. Ortolan Bunting alongside Grey-necked Bunting showing slightly different bill structure 
with faint spots on the throat.
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A Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon Treron sphenurus at the 
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra
On 20 May 2023, I visited the Tadoba Navegaon (20.27° N, 
79.38° E; c.250 m asl) core zone for a safari, accompanied by a 

Both: Vishal Shingade
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friend’s family who shared an interest in bird watching. We were 
there in the morning, a common time for visitors to look for big 
cats, including the Maya tigress. At 0800 hrs, near a waterhole 
called ‘Chikhalwahi’, we noticed a group of Yellow-footed Green-
Pigeon Treron allinagoerus, perched on bamboo. This is typical in 
the Tadoba area, so we initially paid little attention and moved on. 
However, I soon spotted a bird with reddish-pink legs on the far 
left of a perch. I quickly took some photographs [18], but as this 
is a tiger reserve, we could not leave our vehicle for a closer look. 
We had only a minute before another vehicle arrived, startling the 
pigeons into flight.

After completing our safari, I referred to Grimmett et al. 
(2011) to identify the bird in my photo. It turned out to be a male 
Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon T. sphenurus, based on its wedge-
shaped tail, pink legs, and yellowish-green head. This marks the 
first sighting of this species in the Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve 
and the second sighting in Maharashtra. The only other record 
from Maharashtra was on 31 December 2013 from Sanjay 
Gandhi National Park, Mumbai (Kulkarni 2014). Furthermore, 
this is the second sighting with photographic evidence from 
Central India. The only other record from Central India was on 
14 May 2017 from the Achanakmar Tiger Reserve, Chhattisgarh 
(Mishra 2017). It has also been reported by Osmaston (1922) 
from Pachmarhi, Madhya Pradesh. This historical record is 
considered doubtful by Rasmussen & Anderton (2012), but 
these two confirmed records from Central India might suggest 
that Osmaston’s report might have been correct after all. In India, 
the Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon is resident in the Himalayas and 
hills of the Northeast India, and outside of India, it is found in 
the hills of South China, South-East Asia, and Indonesia (Baptista 
2020). Two other species of Treron green-pigeons are resident 
in Central India: Orange-breasted Green-Pigeon T. bicinctus and 
the much more widespread Yellow-footed Green Pigeon. The 
appearance of Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon in the dry deciduous 
lowlands of Central India is unusual as it stands in stark contrast 
to its usual wet hilly habitat. It remains to be seen if this sighting 
results from a recent range extension or if this species is a vagrant, 
a facultative mover, or a very rare resident in Central India.

18. Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon (left) with Yellow-footed Green-Pigeon at Tadoba
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Status of the Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus in 
Central India
On 29 January 2022, we were birdwatching at one of our regular 
winter locations, the Chidawad Tank (23.13°N, 76.13°E) in the 
Tonk Kurd Tehsil of the Dewas district, Madhya Pradesh, c.50 km 
from Indore city. At about 1100 hrs, we spotted a bird resembling 
a snipe. We quickly noticed that it was smaller than the Common 
Snipe Gallinago allinago, which is frequently observed there 
because it is a common winter visitor. The bird was feeding in a 
muddy area along the banks of the waterbody, accompanied by a 
single Kentish Plover Anarhynchus alexandrinus. Upon consulting 
the field guide (Grimmett et al. 2011), we identified it as a Jack 
Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus, distinct from the Common Snipe 
by its smaller size, split supercilium, and shorter, stouter bill 
[19]. We also photographed the bird and confirmed its identity 
based on the photographs. The bird was feeding in the open for 
approximately 10–12 minutes before it flew to the opposite bank 
of the water body. The next day, a single Jack Snipe, presumably 
the same individual, was sighted again at approximately 1005 
hrs. It was feeding alongside Kentish Plovers close to the location 
where it was seen the day before. One week later, another 
attempt was made to relocate the bird, but it was not found and 
was never seen thereafter.

19. Jack Snipe from Chidawad Tank, Dewas District, Madhya Pradesh.

The Jack Snipe is an uncommon winter visitor throughout the 
Indian subcontinent, where it is much less commonly seen than 
the Common Snipe and Pin-tailed Snipe G. stenura. It inhabits 
swampy areas around lakes and waterlogged harvested paddy 
fields. Typically, arriving in October, often as solitary individuals, 
they usually depart by mid-April (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). 
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