
straightforward. The blue-grey, black and white body eliminates 
many other goose species. The distinctive face pattern with black 
crown and neck, white face, cheeks and forehead is not shown 
by any other goose species. All three appear to be adults with 
the expected black portions being clearly black (and not duller). 
Barnacle Goose is known to hybridize with a number Anatids, 
mostly in feral conditions (Reeber 2015), and www.ebird.org/india 
alone has Barnacle hybrid option with 11 other goose species 
including the Bar-headed Goose. In fact, there are 59 records 
of Barnacle x Bar-headed Goose hybrids from Europe; where 
Bar-headed Goose is a feral species. However, all three birds in 
our images show no signs of hybridization with any other goose 
species. 

Barnacle Goose has not been reported so far from India 
or South Asia (Praveen et al. 2024, Praveen & Jayapal 2024). 
However, it is a goose species that is widely kept in captivity and 
feral populations, particular in Europe, are well-known (Reeber 
2015). Hence, its origins need a little more detailing. Barnacle 
Goose is a well-known migrant that breeds in the Arctic from 
Greenland to western Russia and winter mostly in western Europe 
(Mlodinow & Boesman 2023). However, there are stray records 
from a number of sites in Asia including Israel, Iran, Kazakhstan, 
Mongolia, and China (Mlidinow & Boesman 2023). Though 
provenance of all these birds has not been established, OSME 
(2024) considers the single reports from Iran, Israel and the 
regular reports from Kazakhstan as of wild origin. One of the birds 
found in China also had a ring that was put in the Netherlands 
(van der Jeugd 2021); hence that bird might have flown north, 
possibly bred in the Russian Arctic, perhaps at a site much further 
east than it is known today to breed, and then flown south-
east for the winter. Such a behaviour would account for regular 
records spread across several sites in the eastern Hemisphere 
including that of the present record. There is evidence that the 
species numbers are increasing, and consequently expanding in 
range (Koffijberg et al. 2020; Mlodinow & Boesman 2023) and 
that would explain these regular out-of-range records. 

Despite all these possibilities, there is always a chance 
that these Barnacle Geese might have escaped from a captive 
stock kept somewhere in the northern Indian subcontinent, 
either in India or in Pakistan. However, the fact that there were 
three together, and were associating with Bar-headed Geese, a 
likely carrier species for this gaggle, is more supportive of wild 
origin. Additionally, wings in all three birds looked intact and the 
birds appeared normal and healthy. Captive or feral birds have 
occurred a few times in United Arab Emirates (eBird 2024), but 
always in sites where such captive waterfowl exotics have been 
released previously. It is quite unlikely that three birds from that 
population would have reached Punjab and there are no Anatids 
that migrate from UAE to India to act as a carrier species. 

In summary, there is pressing evidence for the wild origin of 
these geese and our recommendation is to treat it as such. Hence, 
it should be treated as a first record for India and South Asia.

Our gratitude to the comments from four anonymous referees 
that strengthened our arguments for wild origin of this record.
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Black-winged Pratincoles Glareola nordmanni from 
Kerawalapitiya, Sri Lanka: An addition to the South 
Asian avifauna
The Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni, is a long winged, 
and mostly brown pratincole closely related to two other large 
pratincoles found in Sri Lanka— the resident Oriental Pratincole G. 
maldivarum and the winter visitor Collared Pratincole G. pratincola 
(Warakagoda et al. 2012). Black-winged Pratincole breeds from 
Ukraine to Kazakhstan (Kamp et al. 2009) and winter mainly in 
South Africa (Hockey et al. 2005). Both Collared Pratincole and 
Oriental Pratincole are very similar in appearance to Black-winged 
Pratincole; inviting confusion in the field. Here, we document 
a record of Black-winged Pratincole [295] from Kerawalapitiya 
(07.02oN, 79.88oE) in Western Province, Sri Lanka.

295. Black-winged Pratincole roosting on ground. 

Observations
On 17 October 2022, at 1742 h, NMJ spotted two pratincoles 
at Kerawalapitiya. They were seen on ground, and he managed 
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to photograph one of the individuals [296–297]. They were 
initially misidentified as Oriental Pratincoles, a species which had 
occurred in Kerawalapitiya previously. On the next day, at 1800 
h, we revisited the site and found both these birds roosting. They 
looked very similar in plumage. By the time we saw them, light 
was very poor, and photographs obtained were not detailed. On 
19 October, at 1734 h, we visited the site again and found both 
birds roosting at the same spot. Both these birds weren’t shy and 
allowed us to get close. These pratincoles would fly whenever Red-
wattled Lapwings Vanellus indicus took off, presumably alarmed 
at our presence. Flight of these pratincoles were typical and rather 
tern-like. DMJ managed to photograph one bird just as it took 
off and the photo revealed its shorter tail streamers; which was 
again misidentified as an Oriental Pratincole. On 20 October, a 
photo of one of these Pratincoles from Kerawalapitiya was posted 
for identification by another observer in a Facebook group and it 
was yet again misidentified as a Collared Pratincole by a group 
member. As we have not seen a Collared Pratincole before, DMJ 
decided to revisit and photograph these pratincoles in flight.

296. Black-winged Pratincole showing tail streamers shorter than wing tips. 

297. Black-winged Pratincole taking off, showing short tail streamers. 

We visited the site regularly from 22–24 October. On 
24 October at 1647h, we managed to photograph the black 
underwing coverts of these birds [298]. By referring to other 
photos of Pratincole species posted in www.ebird.org, DMJ 
identified our birds as Black-winged Pratincoles based on the 
dark underwings. Both these birds seem to have stayed at 
Kerawalapitiya during 17–28 October 2022 after which they 
were not seen again. 
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298. Black-winged Pratincole in flight showing distinct black underwing coverts and no white 
trailing edge to the secondaries. 

Identification & Discussion
Both Collared Pratincole and Oriental Pratincole have reddish 
underwing coverts (Warakagoda et al. 2012), and Black-winged 
Pratincole has black underwing coverts (Hayman et al. 1986) 
like in our bird. Collared Pratincole has white trailing edge to 
secondaries and a longer tail than other two species, reaching or 
extending beyond wing tips at rest. The difference in tail length 
is also noticeable in flight. Oriental and Black-winged Pratincole 
lack the white trailing edge and tail appears slightly shorter than 
wingtips at rest; hence the most likely confusion in our region is 
Oriental Pratincole.

After initial identification by DMJ, all pictures were posted 
in the ‘Sri Lanka Bird Identification and Discussion facebook 
Group’ to confirm the identification. Yoav Perlman confirmed our 
identification based on black underwing coverts (Yoav Perlmann 
in litt. 25 October 2022).

Black-winged Pratincole is a likely vagrant to the region during 
its migration and may have been overlooked in the past. Though 
this species has not been recorded from Sri Lanka or South 
Asia, its possibility in the region has been alluded (Rasmussen & 
Anderton 2012; Sangha 2021). 

Our sighting of Black-winged Pratincole shows that 
occurrences of rare species similar to regular species known from 
a region could easily be overlooked, if not carefully observed. 
Black-winged Pratincole might be seen again, in Sri Lanka or 
South India, and observers should be aware of this possibility 
and carefully document such birds in flight. 

We thank Deepal Warakagoda who encouraged us to write 
about this observation. 
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A partially leucistic Rock Bunting Emberiza cia from 
Jammu and Kashmir
On 16 November 2023, at 0720 h while birding in Daksum village 
(33.61°N, 75.43°E) in Anantnag District of Jammu & Kashmir, 
India, MIL observed a white-feathered bird feeding in the bushes. 
Upon close observation, MIL saw that the bird in question had a 
complete white head and white wings. MIL was able to obtain 
photographs and sent them to IAK for identification [299].

The bird appeared to be partially leucistic. It possessed a 
distinct chestnut rump, vent and underparts, with dark brown 
and speckled primary and secondary coverts. The greater wing 
coverts were white along with a white crown and pinkish beak. 
The white feathers extended down to the back, with white claws, 
and small white patches in the tail. The body characteristics, 
coloration of the pigmented areas, location and habitat helped 
us deduce that it was a partial leucistic Rock Bunting Emberiza 
cia and negate other Emberiza sp. The Rock Bunting is a small 
passerine distributed from northwest Africa to the Himalayas, 
where it feeds on seeds and insects (Grimmett et al. 1999).

299. A partially leucistic Rock Bunting. 

In birds, various types of colour aberrations are known (Grouw 
2006), with leucism identified as the most common type (Guay 
et al. 2012). This marks the probable first report of a partially 
leucistic Rock Bunting from India.

We thank an anonymous referee for help with confirming 
identification of the bird.
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A Broad-billed Sandpiper Calidris falcinellus in 
Jammu & Kashmir, India
On 04 August 2023, at 1631 h, a Broad-billed Sandpiper Calidris 
falcinellus, was spotted at Payeen Saderkoot area of Wular Lake 
(34.36°N, 74.63°E; 1,578 m asl) in Bandipora, Kashmir by SM. 
It was observed in a mixed flock of Little Stints Calidris minuta 
and Curlew Sandpipers Calidris ferruginea. The species was 
confirmed as a Broad-billed Sandpiper by HS and PY based on 
its small size, short legs and neck, and a long, thin bill which 
was downwardly kinked at tip (Van Gils et al. 2020). It had dark 
upperparts, contrasting with the white underparts and streaky 
breast [300]. It mainly occupied the shallow, muddy banks of the 
Wular Lake, feeding alongside a group of other shorebirds. The 
bird was observed at this location for a week, but could not be 
located thereafter.

Broad-billed Sandpiper breeds in Scandinavia and north-
western Russia (Van Gils et al. 2020). The species is a winter 
visitor to South Asia and occurs very locally along coastal areas 
from Baluchistan, Pakistan to Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, and 
in the Andaman Islands, India; it is also known to occur inland 
as a passage migrant at several sites from eastern Pakistan to 
Bihar, India (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; eBird 2024). Recent 
studies from Gujarat, India concluded that the species appears to 
be fairly common and widespread winter migrant to the Gujarat 
coast; widely occurring along the Gulf of Kachchh and along the 
Bhavnagar coast in the Gulf of Khambhat as well as southern 
Gujarat (Ganpule et al. 2015; Patel & At-Untiyadra 2018). In 
northern India, previous records of the species are scattered, 
from Delhi and Bihar regions (Ali & Ripley 1980; Vyas 2019), 
as well as from Rajasthan (Sangha & Kulshreshtha 2004). In 
Pakistan, it has been previously reported from several areas (Ward 
1999; Grimmett et al. 2008; Haider & Rouf 2011; Rasmussen & 
Anderton 2012). Other inland records are from Pong Lake in 
Himachal Pradesh (Abhinav 2011), Chhattisgarh (Agarwal 2019; 
Gupta 2022), and Nanjarayan Tank Bird Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu 
(Anonymous 2022). For the Ladakh region, the species is listed 
in a checklist but without any supporting details (Yousuf 2023; 
Yousuf et al. 2023); however, there are no previous sightings 
of the species reported from Jammu & Kashmir, India. Thus, 
our record of the Broad-billed Sandpiper appears to be the first 
known record of the species documented for the region1.

The authors are extremely thankful to the Wular Conservation 
& Management Authority (WCMA) for the permissions and 
ground-level support.

300. Broad-billed Sandpiper at Wular Lake.

Show
ket M

aqbool

194 Indian BIRDS Vol. 19 No. 6 (Publ. 18 March 2024)

1.	 See elsewhere in this issue for the J&K checklist, where this species is included based on 
this record.
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