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Namaqua Dove Oena capensis from Maharashtra, India
The Namaqua Dove Oena capensis is a small sized dove with a 
long black tapered, graduated tail. The adult male has a yellow 
and red beak, black face, throat and breast. It is commonly found 
in Sub-Saharan Africa as well as the Tihama region of Arabia and 
Madagascar (Baptista et al. 2020).

On 13 October 2021, at 1330 h, we found a male Namaqua 
Dove at Ambu Island (19.13° N, 72.78° E), near Mumbai, 
Maharashtra. It was identified by its long tail and conspicuous 
black face, chin, throat and front of the breast [264]. The first 
record of the species from India was of a female photographed 
from Khijadia Bird Sanctuary near Jamnagar, Gujarat, on 17 
December 2017 (Patel & Raol 2018; Trivedi & Trivedi 2018). 
Based on the said bird’s plumage and feeding behaviour, it was 
suggested to likely be a wild vagrant rather than an escapee. 
After this initial sighting, it has been subsequently sighted at 
different locations in Gujarat, at Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary (Belim 
& Multani 2020), at Mahuva near Bhavnagar (Bhil & Bhil 2020), 
and at Pariej near Kheda (Sagar 2022).

264. Male Namaqua Dove at Ambu Island. 

Given the recent records, this species is now known to be 
a regular non-breeding migrant to Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary, 
Gujarat with a few individuals seen every year. A study on the 
range expansion of the species in the Palearctic and South Asia 
treated the initial Jamnagar, Gujarat record as a part of its range 
extension (Ławicki 2020); however, records from Pakistan 
(Moazzam et al. 2018) and Iran (Osaei & Jamadi 2008) were 
considered as vagrants. Our record is the first record of the 
species from Maharashtra and corroborates further evidence of 
its range expansion in India. Our sighting in October, in the non-
breeding season, is also consistent with the other sightings from 
Gujarat, which were also reported in the non-breeding season, 
from early winter until April. Geographically, this location is near 
Gujarat, and our record, though not unexpected, is significant 
as it appears to be the first record of the species documented 
for Maharashtra. Birders must be on the lookout for Namaqua 
Dove in Maharashtra.

Akash M
hadgut

phylogeny and taxonomic revision of the world’s babbler (Aves: Passeriformes). 
Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 130: 346–356 doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
ympev.2018.10.010.

Černý, D. & Natale, R., 2022. Comprehensive taxon sampling and vetted fossils help 
clarify the time tree for shorebirds (Aves, Charadriiformes). Molecular Phylogenetics 
and Evolution 177, 107620. doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2022.107620.

Clements, J. F., Rasmussen, P. C., Schulenberg, T. S., Iliff, M. J., Fredericks, T. A., Gerbracht, 
J. A., Lepage, D., Spencer, A., Billerman, S. M., Sullivan, B. L., & Wood, C. L., 2023. 
The eBird/Clements checklist of Birds of the World: v2023. Website URL https://
www.birds.cornell.edu/clementschecklist/download/. [Accessed on 23 December 
2023.] 

Dickinson, E. C., & Christidis, L., (eds.) 2014. The Howard and Moore complete checklist 
of the birds of the world: Vol. 2. Passerines. 4th ed. Eastbourne, U.K.: Aves Press. 
Vol. 2 of 2 vols. Pp. i–lii, 1–752, plus Cd-ROM.

Dickinson, E. C., & Remsen, J. V. J., (eds.) 2013. The Howard and Moore complete 
checklist of the birds of the world: Vol. 1. Non-passerines. 4th ed. Eastbourne, U.K.: 
Aves Press. Vol. 1 of 2 vols. Pp. i–l, 1–461.

Dos Remedios, N., Lee, P. L. M., Burkeb, T., Székelya, T., & Küpperb. C., 2015. North or 
South? Phylogenetic and biogeographic origins of a globally distributed avian clade. 
Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 89: 151–159. doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
ympev.2015.04.010.

Eaton, J. A., van Balen, B., Brickle, N. W., & Rheindt, F. E., 2016. Birds of the Indonesian 
Archipelago. Greater Sundas and Wallacea. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. Pp. 1–436.

Eaton, J. A., van Balen, B., Brickle, N. W., & Rheindt, F. E., 2021. Birds of the Indonesian 
Archipelago. Greater Sundas and Wallacea. Second Edition. Lynx Edicions, 
Barcelona.Pp. 1–536. 

Ericson. P. G. P., Qu, Y., Rasmussen, P. C., Blom, M. P. K., Rheindt, F. E., & Irestedt, M., 
2019. Genomic differentiation tracks earth-historic isolation in an Indo-Australasian 
archipelagic pitta (Pittidae; Aves) complex. BMC Evolutionary Biology 19:151. doi: 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12862-019-1481-5.

Gill, F., Donsker, D., & Rasmussen, P., (Eds). 2023. IOC World Bird List (v13.2). doi: 
10.14344/IOC.ML.13.2. [Accessed on 23 December 2023.] 

Gill, F., Donsker, D., & Rasmussen, P., (Eds). 2024. IOC World Bird List (v14.1). doi: 
10.14344/IOC.ML.14.1. [Accessed on 10 January 2024.] 

Hruska, J. P., Holmes, J., Oliveros, C., Shakya, S., Lavretsky, P., McCracken, K. G., Sheldon, 
F. H., & Moyle, R. G., 2023. Ultraconserved elements resolve the phylogeny and 
corroborate patterns of molecular rate variation in herons (Aves: Ardeidae). 
Ornithology 140 (2). doi: https://doi.org/10.1093/ornithology/ukad005.

Marcaigh, F. Ó., Kelly, D. J., O’Connell, D. P., Analuddin, K., Karya, A., McCloughan, J., 
Tolan, E., Lawless, N., Marples, N. M., 2023 Small islands and large biogeographic 
barriers have driven contrasting speciation patterns in Indo-Pacific sunbirds (Aves: 
Nectariniidae) Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 198 (1): 72–92. https://doi.
org/10.1093/zoolinnean/zlac081.

Mindell, D. P., Fuchs, J., & Johnson, J. A., 2018. Phylogeny, taxonomy, and geographic 
diversity of diurnal raptors: Falconiformes, Accipitriformes, and Cathartiformes. 
in Sarasola, J. H., Grande, J. M., & Negro, J. J. (Ed), Birds of prey: biology and 
conservation in the XXI century. Springer. Pp. 3–32.

Moltesen, M., Irestedt, M., Fjeldså, J., Ericson, P. G. P., & Jønsson, K. A., 2012. Molecular 
phylogeny of Chloropseidae and Irenidae – Cryptic species and biogeography. 
Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 65(3): 903–914. doi: https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.ympev.2012.08.012. 

Praveen J., & Jayapal, R., 2023. Taxonomic updates to the checklists of birds of India and 
the South Asian region—2023. Indian BIRDS 18 (5): 131–134

Praveen J., Jayapal, R., & Pittie, A., 2016. A checklist of the birds of India. Indian BIRDS 11 
(5&6): 113–172A. 

Shakya, S. B., Alexander, A., Lim, H. C., Manthey, J. D., Prawiradilaga, D., Chan, K. 
O., Sheldon, F. H., & Moyle, R. G., 2023. Demographic history of a complex 
polymorphism in populations of the Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher (Ceyx erithaca/
rufidorsa) of Southeast Asia. Ibis 165 (4): 1267–1279. doi: https://doi.org/10.1111/
ibi.13207. 

Wei, C., Schweizer, M., Tomkovitch, P. S., Arkhipov, V. Y., Romanov, M., Martinez, J., Lin, 
X., Halimubeike, N., Que, P. Mu, T., Huang, Q., Zhang, Z., Székely, T., & Y Liu, Y., 
2022. Genome-wide data reveal paraphyly in the sand plover complex (Charadrius 
mongolus/leschenaulti). Ornithology 139 (2) doi: https://doi.org/10.1093/
ornithology/ukab085. 

158 Indian BIRDS Vol. 19 No. 5 (Publ. 16 January 2024)

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2018.10.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2018.10.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2022.107620
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/clementschecklist/download/
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/clementschecklist/download/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2015.04.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2015.04.010
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12862-019-1481-5
https://doi.org/10.1093/ornithology/ukad005
https://doi.org/10.1093/zoolinnean/zlac081
https://doi.org/10.1093/zoolinnean/zlac081
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2012.08.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ympev.2012.08.012
https://doi.org/10.1111/ibi.13207
https://doi.org/10.1111/ibi.13207
https://doi.org/10.1093/ornithology/ukab085
https://doi.org/10.1093/ornithology/ukab085


Correspondence 159

References
Baptista, L. F., Trail, P. W., Horblit, H. M., Kirwan, G. M., & Boesman, P. F. D., 2020. 

Namaqua Dove (Oena capensis), version 2.0. In Birds of the World (T. S. 
Schulenberg & B. K. Keeney, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA.

Bhil, B., & Bhil, M., 2020. Sighting of Namaqua Dove Oena capensis near Mahuva, 
Bhavnagar: a third record for Gujarat. Flamingo 18 (4): 5.

Lawicki, Ł., 2020. Go north – range extension of Namaqua Dove in the Palearctic and 
South Asia. Dutch Birding 42 (1): 103–11

Moazzam, M., Nawaz, R., Riaz, A., Islam, S., Ayub, S., & Shahid, U., 2018. Two new 
additions to the avifauna of Pakistan. International Journal of Biology Biotech 15 
(1): 167–171.

Osaei, A., & Jamadi, M., 2008. The first and second records of Namaqua Dove Oena 
capensis in Iran. Podoces 3 (1 & 2): 103104.

Patel, S., & Raol, A., 2018. Sighting of Namaqua Dove near Jamnagar: a first record for 
India. Flamingo 16: (1) 3–4.

Sagar, V., 2022. Namaqua Dove Oena capensis in Pariej, near Kheda. Flamingo 
Gujarat 5 (1): 20.

Trivedi, A., & Trivedi, K., 2018. Sighting of Namaqua Dove near Jamnagar: a first record 
for India. Flamingo 16: (1) 2–3.

– Jayesh Vishwakarma & Akash Mhadgut 
Jayesh Vishwakarma, Wakefield House, 302, SS Ram Gulam Marg, Ballard Estate, Fort, Mumbai, 

Maharashtra, India 400001. Email: jerryvishwakarma@gmail.com
Akash Mhadgut, Shiv shakti complex G-107, near S.V road Dahisar east, Mumbai, India 400068. 

Email: naturetalks2320@gmail.com

A male Whinchat Saxicola rubetra from Kodagu 
District – A new species for Karnataka, India
We recorded a male Whinchat Saxicola rubetra at Hudikeri village 
(12.09° N, 75.95° E) situated in Kodagu District, and surrounded 
by the Western Ghats and Nagarahole Tiger Reserve, Karnataka. 
We saw it on 03 April 2021 while walking through the patches of 
abandoned paddy fields adjoining the coffee agroforestry system 
during bird watching in the evening around 1730 h [265–267]. 
It was seen perched among weed species grown all over an 
abandoned paddy field. We initially thought it was a Siberian 
Stonechat S. maurus with some colour aberrations as we had 
observed that species several times in the same landscape. 
However, it was identified as a Whinchat on a later date after 
going through eBird for all other species of chats. The identity of 
the bird was later confirmed after posting the pictures on Ask Ids 
of Indian Birds Facebook forum.

265. Dorsal view of the Whinchat showing streaks on its back and white supercilium 
connecting to the white on nape sides. 
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266. Ventral view of the Whinchat showing orangish breast grading to white on belly. 

267. Lateral view of the Whinchat showing strong black and white face pattern.

Our bird had a distinct blackish brown face which was 
surrounded by a prominent white supercilium [267]. The white 
throat and the white neck were almost extending till the head 
[265]. The orange breast and flanks were blended into a whitish 
belly [266]. The back was also found to have prominent dark 
brown [265]. It was the amount of white and black on its head 
that made us rethink about the identification from our initial ID as 
Siberian Stonechat. White outer-tail feathers and tail pattern are 
not visible in our pictures as it’s a perched bird; nor are the streaks 
in rump. However, all visible these features in the photographs 
perfectly match an adult male Whinchat and it would be very 
unlikely for an aberrant Siberian Stonechat to have exactly the 
same plumage as a male Whinchat.

During its breeding season, Whinchats are fairly common in 
Europe, and occurs east till western Siberia including intervening 
parts central Asia; apart from extending through Asia Minor, 
Caucasus, till north-western Iran. In the northern winter, they 
migrate almost entirely to Africa; in tropical sub-Saharan Africa 
from Senegal east to Kenya, and south to Zambia. During passage 
migration, they are seen in intervening region and most of the 
eastern population migrates through the Middle East. Though 
Whinchats are known to start breeding by the month of April, 
peak passage during spring migration in the Middle East also 
happens in early April. Hence, this individual could have been 
returning to its breeding grounds and either used the area as a 
stopover or could have got disoriented from its main migration 
path. 

Previously, there have been three records of Whinchat from 
the Indian Subcontinent (Table 1); but chronologically ours 


