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Namaqua Dove Oena capensis from Maharashtra, India
The Namaqua Dove Oena capensis is a small sized dove with a
long black tapered, graduated tail. The adult male has a yellow
and red beak, black face, throat and breast. It is commonly found
in Sub-Saharan Africa as well as the Tihama region of Arabia and
Madagascar (Baptista et al. 2020).

On 13 October 2021, at 1330 h, we found a male Namaqua
Dove at Ambu Island (19.13° N, 72.78° E), near Mumbai,
Maharashtra. It was identified by its long tail and conspicuous
black face, chin, throat and front of the breast [264]. The first
record of the species from India was of a female photographed
from Khijadia Bird Sanctuary near Jamnagar, Gujarat, on 17
December 2017 (Patel & Raol 2018; Trivedi & Trivedi 2018).
Based on the said bird's plumage and feeding behaviour, it was
suggested to likely be a wild vagrant rather than an escapee.
After this initial sighting, it has been subsequently sighted at
different locations in Gujarat, at Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary (Belim
& Multani 2020), at Mahuva near Bhavnagar (Bhil & Bhil 2020),
and at Pariej near Kheda (Sagar 2022).

264. Male Namaqua Dove at Ambu Island.

Given the recent records, this species is now known to be
a regular non-breeding migrant to Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary,
Guijarat with a few individuals seen every year. A study on the
range expansion of the species in the Palearctic and South Asia
treated the initial Jamnagar, Gujarat record as a part of its range
extension (kawicki 2020); however, records from Pakistan
(Moazzam et al. 2018) and Iran (Osaei & Jamadi 2008) were
considered as vagrants. Our record is the first record of the
species from Maharashtra and corroborates further evidence of
its range expansion in India. Our sighting in October, in the non-
breeding season, is also consistent with the other sightings from
Gujarat, which were also reported in the non-breeding season,
from early winter until April. Geographically, this location is near
Guijarat, and our record, though not unexpected, is significant
as it appears to be the first record of the species documented
for Maharashtra. Birders must be on the lookout for Namaqua
Dove in Maharashtra.
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A male Whinchat Saxicola rubetra from Kodagu
District — A new species for Karnataka, India

We recorded a male Whinchat Saxicola rubetra at Hudikeri village
(12.09° N, 75.95° E) situated in Kodagu District, and surrounded
by the Western Ghats and Nagarahole Tiger Reserve, Karnataka.
We saw it on 03 April 2021 while walking through the patches of
abandoned paddy fields adjoining the coffee agroforestry system
during bird watching in the evening around 1730 h [265-267].
It was seen perched among weed species grown all over an
abandoned paddy field. We initially thought it was a Siberian
Stonechat S. maurus with some colour aberrations as we had
observed that species several times in the same landscape.
However, it was identified as a Whinchat on a later date after
going through eBird for all other species of chats. The identity of
the bird was later confirmed after posting the pictures on Ask /ds
of Indian Birds Facebook forum.

265. Dorsal view of the Whinchat showing streaks on its back and white supercilium
connecting to the white on nape sides.
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266. Ventral view of the Whinchat showing orangish breast grading to white on belly.

267. Lateral view of the Whinchat showing strong black and white face pattern.

Our bird had a distinct blackish brown face which was
surrounded by a prominent white supercilium [267]. The white
throat and the white neck were almost extending till the head
[265]. The orange breast and flanks were blended into a whitish
belly [266]. The back was also found to have prominent dark
brown [265]. It was the amount of white and black on its head
that made us rethink about the identification from our initial ID as
Siberian Stonechat. White outer-tail feathers and tail pattern are
not visible in our pictures as it's a perched bird; nor are the streaks
in rump. However, all visible these features in the photographs
perfectly match an adult male Whinchat and it would be very
unlikely for an aberrant Siberian Stonechat to have exactly the
same plumage as a male Whinchat.

During its breeding season, Whinchats are fairly common in
Europe, and occurs east till western Siberia including intervening
parts central Asia; apart from extending through Asia Minor,
Caucasus, till north-western Iran. In the northern winter, they
migrate almost entirely to Africa; in tropical sub-Saharan Africa
from Senegal east to Kenya, and south to Zambia. During passage
migration, they are seen in intervening region and most of the
eastern population migrates through the Middle East. Though
Whinchats are known to start breeding by the month of April,
peak passage during spring migration in the Middle East also
happens in early April. Hence, this individual could have been
returning to its breeding grounds and either used the area as a
stopover or could have got disoriented from its main migration
path.

Previously, there have been three records of Whinchat from
the Indian Subcontinent (Table 1); but chronologically ours
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