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happen to be the first report for India and the only report from
the subcontinent of an adult male. Pattern of occurrence is not
yet clear but our sighting is the only one that perfectly matched
the known dates of spring migration of Whinchat elsewhere in
the Middle East. Hence, birders in South India and Sri Lanka
should consider Whinchat as a possibility when met with any
strangely plumaged Stonechats.

Table 1. Records of Whinchat from the Indian Subcontinent

S No. Location Year Month Reference

1 Udawalawe National Park, Sri Lanka 2015 February — Steiof et al. (2017)

2 Kodagu, Karnataka, India 2021 April This work

3 Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu, India 2021 December Magesh et al. (2022)
4 Chushot Marshes, Ladakh, India 2023 January ~ Stanba (2023)

We are grateful to an anonymous referee for reviewing
the manuscript while also guiding us with clear pointers about
species identification.
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The Tytler's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus tytleri from
Gurugram: An addition to the checklist of Haryana

On the morning of 27 March 2023, MM visited Bhondsi Nature
Park (28.36°N, 77.04°E, c265 m asl) located on Sohna Road
on the outskirts of Gurugram, Haryana, India. The target was to
get images of Common Rosefinches Carpodacus erythronium
in spring migration. Having done that, MM decided to explore
another area of the park, which has a trail around a small water
body. As MM walked along the path on the eastern periphery of
the lake, she spotted a leaf warbler foraging in the undergrowth of
neem Azadirachta indica and silver oak Grevillea robusta trees.
The features that were observed in the field and captured in
photographs, and later helped confirm the ID were: Olive green
upperparts and dirty-greyish underparts, absence of a crown
stripe and wing bars, a strong, whitish, and very long supercilium
extending almost to the nape, a dark eye stripe contrasting with
the cheeks, a thin and pointed, needle-like bill which mainly was
dark but with a pale base, dark legs.

Another distinctive behavioural trait was that the bird foraged
among the tall shrubs, picking at insects from the grasses and
leaves. The bird was also restricted to a small patch of scrub
and was not venturing beyond an area of approximately 50
sg. mts., suggesting that it might have established a temporary
feeding territory. Since this bird did not appear to be one of the
commoner leaf warblers for the region, MM clicked muiltiple
photographs, ensuring all aspects of the bird were captured. The
images were sent to experts, and the identity was confirmed as a
Tytler's Leaf Warbler [268].
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268. Tytler's Leaf Warbler showing slender bill.

Subsequently, the bird was sighted by a small group of
birders on 29 March, and on 30 March, KN visited Bhondsi to
see the bird and obtain sound recordings. Within five minutes
of reaching the spot where the bird was first seen by MM, he
heard the song of a Tytler's Leaf Warbler and was able to locate
the bird immediately. The bird was singing its primary song and
continued vocalizing intermittently for almost 40 minutes while
it foraged in the same patch of undergrowth and small trees.
KN was able to obtain multiple audio recordings, of which three
have now been uploaded to eBird (Nanda 2023, Fig. 1). The
spectrogram indicates that the frequency range (2-8 kHZ) and
structure of the phrase, with the final note bearing the most
significant frequency and then falling dramatically, matches with
the observations and call recordings described from Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, India (Sharma 2021).

Fig. 1. Spectrogram of Tytler's Leaf Warbler

Another subsequent sighting was done on 01 April 2023
evening by ND, MM, and SC, wherein the bird was observed very
actively calling and foraging on the flowers of silver oak and on
the leaves of wild karonda Carissa spinarum. The bird stayed in
Bhondsi until at least 02 April 2023, when it was photographed
by a few birders (Sharma 2023, Veer 2023). This bird was
most likely on passage migration to its breeding grounds in the
Himalayas. It would be interesting to monitor the presence of
this species in the area during subsequent passage migration
seasons to understand whether it regularly migrates through
this region and has perhaps been under-reported in the past or
whether this sighting was a result of a bird getting blown off its
traditional migration route due to the unseasonal thunderstorms
and gusty winds that swept across the Delhi NCR region during
the second half of March this year.

This is the first confirmed record of the Tytler's Leaf Warbler
from Haryana. Additionally, while there have been at least three
previous reported sightings of this species from Delhi NCR, this
is the first confirmed record of the bird from the Delhi-NCR
region supported by photographs and audio recordings. The
previous sight record includes a ‘probable’ record on 23 August
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1978 (Gaston 1978), a sight record on 16 April 1980 from the
Delhi Golf Club (Inskipp 1980), and another sight record from
Raj Ghat, New Delhi, on 03 Jan 2009 (Parkes 2009). It is to
be noted that none of these sight records are included in the
annotated checklist on the birds of the Delhi area (Vyas 2019).

Our sincere thanks to Mitrangshu Banerjee for confirming the
ID of the bird and to Puja Sharma for providing insights into the
previous records for Haryana and Delhi-NCR.
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A summer record of Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris
from Zunheboto, Nagaland

The Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris, is a high-elevation
resident in the Himalayas, occurring between 3700-5600 m
asl (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). It has been recorded all
along the Himalayas, in Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, and within India
in Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim,
and Arunachal Pradesh. Outside the Himalayas, it has a wide
distribution from Northwest Africa through southern Europe, and
the temperate regions of mainland Asia to Japan (Ali & Ripley
1987; Hatchwell et al. 2020; Inskipp et al. 2020). There are nine
recognized sub-species (Hatchwell et al. 2020).

During our visit to Tsutoho Community Conserved Area
(CCA), Nagaland, India on 30 May 2023, between 1255 and
1307 hours, we observed an Alpine Accentor foraging on the
moss-covered surface of a rocky cliff [269]. The sighting was at
the peak of Mount Chingkhu (25.81°N, 94.60E; ¢.2,600 m msl).
We encountered only a single individual during multiple visits to
the Tsutoho CCA. The Tsutoho CCA is in the Zunheboto District
in the Naga Hill ranges of Nagaland (Fig. 1). This area has an
elevation range of 1,800 m asl to 2,600 m asl, with its highest
point being the peak of Mount Chingkhu at 2,600 m asl, the tallest
in Zunheboto. The vegetation in the Naga Hills above 2,000 m as|
is predominantly montane wet-temperate forest, while elevations
from 1,000 to 1,800 meters feature subtropical broad-leaved
forest (Champion & Seth 1968). The Tsutoho CCA is adjacent to
the Tsuruhu CCA and Satoi CCA in the same landscape.
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Fig. 1. Location of both sightings from Nagaland, India.

Choudhury (2003) and Grewal et al. (2012) do not list the
Alpine Accentor for Nagaland. The only other record of this species
from Nagaland is in November 2014 (Edwards et al. 2016) at c.
3,300 m asl in the Mount Saramati area. The peak of Mount
Saramati (c. 3,826 m asl), bordering Myanmar, is the tallest peak
in Nagaland. This was a winter record, and on the other hand, our
sighting is in the summer, and it is at an aerial distance of only 50
km west of Mount Saramati. The sighting of Alpine Accentor in
both winter and summer could be an indication that Nagaland is
a range extension for the species. The nearest known populations
are from the Mishmi Hills and the western edge of the Hengduan
Range in Sichuan and Northern Yunnan. These populations are
of the P. ¢ nipalensis sub-species, which is also the same sub-
species extant across the entire Eastern Himalayas (Hatchwell et
al. 2020). Further research is necessary to classify the Naga Hills
population at the sub-species level. Ninoto Aye, a naturalist from
the Sema community of Satoi village, who is proficient in bird
identification, personally communicated that he has seen this
species in Satoi village, which is located on the southern slope of
Tsutoho CCA. He did not document the records but recalled that
most of the observations were in winter and a few in summer.

We thank the communities in Tsutoho, Allo K Aomi, and S.
Kavito Aomi for supporting our fieldwork in the Tsutoho CCA. We
also thank The Nature Conservancy for supporting the work of
the Foundation for Ecological Security in Nagaland.
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