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A male Whinchat Saxicola rubetra from Kodagu 
District – A new species for Karnataka, India
We recorded a male Whinchat Saxicola rubetra at Hudikeri village 
(12.09° N, 75.95° E) situated in Kodagu District, and surrounded 
by the Western Ghats and Nagarahole Tiger Reserve, Karnataka. 
We saw it on 03 April 2021 while walking through the patches of 
abandoned paddy fields adjoining the coffee agroforestry system 
during bird watching in the evening around 1730 h [265–267]. 
It was seen perched among weed species grown all over an 
abandoned paddy field. We initially thought it was a Siberian 
Stonechat S. maurus with some colour aberrations as we had 
observed that species several times in the same landscape. 
However, it was identified as a Whinchat on a later date after 
going through eBird for all other species of chats. The identity of 
the bird was later confirmed after posting the pictures on Ask Ids 
of Indian Birds Facebook forum.

265. Dorsal view of the Whinchat showing streaks on its back and white supercilium 
connecting to the white on nape sides. 
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266. Ventral view of the Whinchat showing orangish breast grading to white on belly. 

267. Lateral view of the Whinchat showing strong black and white face pattern.

Our bird had a distinct blackish brown face which was 
surrounded by a prominent white supercilium [267]. The white 
throat and the white neck were almost extending till the head 
[265]. The orange breast and flanks were blended into a whitish 
belly [266]. The back was also found to have prominent dark 
brown [265]. It was the amount of white and black on its head 
that made us rethink about the identification from our initial ID as 
Siberian Stonechat. White outer-tail feathers and tail pattern are 
not visible in our pictures as it’s a perched bird; nor are the streaks 
in rump. However, all visible these features in the photographs 
perfectly match an adult male Whinchat and it would be very 
unlikely for an aberrant Siberian Stonechat to have exactly the 
same plumage as a male Whinchat.

During its breeding season, Whinchats are fairly common in 
Europe, and occurs east till western Siberia including intervening 
parts central Asia; apart from extending through Asia Minor, 
Caucasus, till north-western Iran. In the northern winter, they 
migrate almost entirely to Africa; in tropical sub-Saharan Africa 
from Senegal east to Kenya, and south to Zambia. During passage 
migration, they are seen in intervening region and most of the 
eastern population migrates through the Middle East. Though 
Whinchats are known to start breeding by the month of April, 
peak passage during spring migration in the Middle East also 
happens in early April. Hence, this individual could have been 
returning to its breeding grounds and either used the area as a 
stopover or could have got disoriented from its main migration 
path. 

Previously, there have been three records of Whinchat from 
the Indian Subcontinent (Table 1); but chronologically ours 



happen to be the first report for India and the only report from 
the subcontinent of an adult male. Pattern of occurrence is not 
yet clear but our sighting is the only one that perfectly matched 
the known dates of spring migration of Whinchat elsewhere in 
the Middle East. Hence, birders in South India and Sri Lanka 
should consider Whinchat as a possibility when met with any 
strangely plumaged Stonechats.  

Table 1. Records of Whinchat from the Indian Subcontinent

S No. Location Year Month Reference

1 Udawalawe National Park, Sri Lanka 2015 February Steiof et al. (2017)

2 Kodagu, Karnataka, India 2021 April This work

3 Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu, India 2021 December Magesh et al. (2022)

4 Chushot Marshes, Ladakh, India 2023 January Stanba (2023)

We are grateful to an anonymous referee for reviewing 
the manuscript while also guiding us with clear pointers about 
species identification.
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The Tytler’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus tytleri from 
Gurugram: An addition to the checklist of Haryana
On the morning of 27 March 2023, MM visited Bhondsi Nature 
Park (28.36°N, 77.04°E, c.265 m asl) located on Sohna Road 
on the outskirts of Gurugram, Haryana, India. The target was to 
get images of Common Rosefinches Carpodacus erythronium 
in spring migration. Having done that, MM decided to explore 
another area of the park, which has a trail around a small water 
body. As MM walked along the path on the eastern periphery of 
the lake, she spotted a leaf warbler foraging in the undergrowth of 
neem Azadirachta indica and silver oak Grevillea robusta trees. 
The features that were observed in the field and captured in 
photographs, and later helped confirm the ID were: Olive green 
upperparts and dirty-greyish underparts, absence of a crown 
stripe and wing bars, a strong, whitish, and very long supercilium 
extending almost to the nape, a dark eye stripe contrasting with 
the cheeks, a thin and pointed, needle-like bill which mainly was 
dark but with a pale base, dark legs.

Another distinctive behavioural trait was that the bird foraged 
among the tall shrubs, picking at insects from the grasses and 
leaves. The bird was also restricted to a small patch of scrub 
and was not venturing beyond an area of approximately 50 
sq. mts., suggesting that it might have established a temporary 
feeding territory. Since this bird did not appear to be one of the 
commoner leaf warblers for the region, MM clicked multiple 
photographs, ensuring all aspects of the bird were captured. The 
images were sent to experts, and the identity was confirmed as a 
Tytler’s Leaf Warbler [268].

268. Tytler’s Leaf Warbler showing slender bill. 

Subsequently, the bird was sighted by a small group of 
birders on 29 March, and on 30 March, KN visited Bhondsi to 
see the bird and obtain sound recordings. Within five minutes 
of reaching the spot where the bird was first seen by MM, he 
heard the song of a Tytler’s Leaf Warbler and was able to locate 
the bird immediately. The bird was singing its primary song and 
continued vocalizing intermittently for almost 40 minutes while 
it foraged in the same patch of undergrowth and small trees. 
KN was able to obtain multiple audio recordings, of which three 
have now been uploaded to eBird (Nanda 2023, Fig. 1). The 
spectrogram indicates that the frequency range (2-8 kHZ) and 
structure of the phrase, with the final note bearing the most 
significant frequency and then falling dramatically, matches with 
the observations and call recordings described from Himachal 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, India (Sharma 2021).

Fig. 1. Spectrogram of Tytler’s Leaf Warbler

Another subsequent sighting was done on 01 April 2023 
evening by ND, MM, and SC, wherein the bird was observed very 
actively calling and foraging on the flowers of silver oak and on 
the leaves of wild karonda Carissa spinarum. The bird stayed in 
Bhondsi until at least 02 April 2023, when it was photographed 
by a few birders (Sharma 2023, Veer 2023). This bird was 
most likely on passage migration to its breeding grounds in the 
Himalayas. It would be interesting to monitor the presence of 
this species in the area during subsequent passage migration 
seasons to understand whether it regularly migrates through 
this region and has perhaps been under-reported in the past or 
whether this sighting was a result of a bird getting blown off its 
traditional migration route due to the unseasonal thunderstorms 
and gusty winds that swept across the Delhi NCR region during 
the second half of March this year.

This is the first confirmed record of the Tytler’s Leaf Warbler 
from Haryana. Additionally, while there have been at least three 
previous reported sightings of this species from Delhi NCR, this 
is the first confirmed record of the bird from the Delhi-NCR 
region supported by photographs and audio recordings. The 
previous sight record includes a ‘probable’ record on 23 August 
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