
175. Baikal Teal at Renuka Lake. 

Baikal Teal’s breeding range includes eastern Siberia from 
Yenisey Valley, eastwards to Kamchatka, and the Sea of Okhotsk 
coast. It winters mainly in Japan, South Korea, and mainland China 
and rarely in Taiwan (Carboneras & Kirwan 2020). Baikal Teal is a 
winter vagrant to India and most of the records are from eastern 
and north-eastern India (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). There 
have been only a few records from the rest of the country, and 
these are from Gujarat, Delhi area, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya 
Pradesh (Grimmett et al. 2011). The nearest records are from 
the Delhi area where it has been seen on multiple occasions, 
in November 1879 (Hume & Marshall 1881), May 1947 (Ali 
& Ripley 1987), February 2006 (Harvey et al. 2006), February 
2011, April and December 2013 (Vyas 2019). It has not been 
recorded from the surrounding states of Punjab, Uttarakhand, and 
Union territories of Ladakh, and Jammu and Kashmir (Grimmett 
et al. 2011). The present record is the first record for Himachal 
Pradesh and adds to the handful of records of the species from 
northern India.

CA thanks the Wildlife Wing of the HP forest department and 
DFO Sanjeev Singh for the invitation and arrangements in the 
Annual Bird Census of Pong Lake, Dilbag Sigh Thakur, and Vijay 
Kumar for the company in the field.
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The Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis at Wular 
Lake, Kashmir 
The Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis inhabits arctic and 
subarctic shores and winters in the boreal zone of the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans (Cramp & Simmons 1977). It winters in the 
western Palearctic and the Baltic Sea is a crucial location (Laursen 
1989). The species is considered as a winter vagrant in the Indian 
Subcontinent with scattered reports across northern localities, 
where it is recorded on open fresh water, albeit found in coastal 
waters in normal wintering range (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). 
It breeds on small tundra lakes, pools, bogs, rivers and coastal 
sites of high Arctic, but generally avoids wooded tundra, although 
in northern Scandinavia it does reach arctic-alpine zone among 
willows and dwarf birch; and it winters mostly at sea, generally 
far offshore, but also inland in large, deep freshwater lakes or 
brackish lagoons (Carboneras & Kirwan 2016).

On 22 January 2022, five Long-tailed Ducks were found at 
Wular Lake in Kashmir (34.36°N, 74.56°E; 1,580 m asl), one of 
the largest freshwater lakes in India. The ducks were first spotted 
by SM of the Wular Conservation and Management Authority 
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(WCMA) and later confirmed by PY. We visited the area to 
observe the ducks and photographed them feeding in the lake 
[176, 177]. The ducks remained in the lake for about a week, and 
we regularly observed them feeding by diving into the waters, a 
behaviour which we also videographed. 

The last documented report of the species from the Kashmir 
region was from Hokersar lake; a male shot by the Maharaja of 
Kashmir on 17 October 1939 and identified by Ludlow (Ludlow 
1940; Praveen et al. 2014). The species has also been reported 
from Gharana Wetland in the Jammu region of the UT Jammu & 
Kashmir in March 2013 (Raj 2014), and in April 2013, where it 
remained until 05 May 2013 (Jamwal et al. 2017). The species 
has also been reported from Spangmik, Pangong Tso, Ladakh in 
2013 with two sightings in June and September (Borse 2013; 
Hymakar 2013; Praveen et al. 2014). There are no previous 
sightings of Long-tailed Duck documented from Wular Lake. 
Wular Lake and its associated marshes lie on the floodplains of 
the River Jhelum in the Kashmir Valley and is designated as an 
Important Bird Area (IBA) (BirdLife International 2023). It is also 
designated as a Wetland of International Importance, especially 
as a waterfowl habitat, under the Ramsar Convention in 1990 
(Anonymous 2023). Our records exemplify its importance as a 
wintering ground for migratory birds and warrant its continued 
protection and conservation.

176. Long-tailed Ducks in Wular Lake. 

177. Long-tailed Ducks in Wular Lake. 
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Changeable Hawk Eagles Nisaetus cirrhatus nesting 
in association with Dwarf Honey Bees Apis florea
The Changeable Hawk Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus is a common 
resident from eastern Rajasthan, through the Gangetic plain 
to southern West Bengal and the entire Indian peninsula. It is 
found mainly in dry-deciduous and semi-evergreen forests and 
well wooded country (Grimmett et al. 2011). Here we report 
its nesting association with Dwarf Honey Bees Apis florea. 
Guidelines for nesting biology (Barve et al. 2020) have been 
carefully followed during our documentation.

On 13 May 2023, we were birding at 1030 h at Jhameshwar 
Mahadev (24.46ºN, 73.87ºE), in Udaipur District of Rajasthan, 
India. The area is a forested valley surrounded by hills on all 
sides. We found the nest of a Changeable Hawk Eagle on a 
Silk Cotton Bombax ceiba tree with a nestling. On closer 
observation we saw a hive of Dwarf Honey Bees in the nest of 
the eagle. The placement of the hive within the nest suggested 
that it had been built after the Hawk Eagle nest was constructed 
[178, 179]. We returned on 21 May 2023 to observe the 
nest and make further observations. For the first hour of our 
observation the bird remained on the nest, but it left at 0910 
h. It returned to the nest at 0940 h. An Oriental Honey Buzzard 
Pernis ptilorhynchus was seen flying close to the nest but did 
not interact with the nest in any way.
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