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199. Dead Indian Pitta from Shillong, Meghalaya.

(Jamalpur, Sherpur, Tangail, and other districts), bordering
Garo Hills (eBird 2023). Most records were between April
and September, indicating that the Indian Pitta might be a rare
breeding visitor to the region.
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The Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia from Kashmir
Valley, Jammu and Kashmir

The Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia is a small owl species that
occurs in grey-brown and rufous color variations (Rasmussen &
Anderton 2012). It occurs widely across the Indian Subcontinent,
eastern Asia, south-eastern Siberia, China, northern Korea, and the
Malay Peninsula. Among the various recognized subspecies, O. s.
suniais found in northern Pakistan, extending eastward through the
Himalaya to Bangladesh and Northeast India, and then southward
in India to Odisha (Holt et al. 2020). The Oriental Scops Owl
typically prefers deciduous and mixed forests, although it can also
be found in open evergreen forests, riparian woodlands, orchards,
and parkland (Ali & Ripley 1981). In the Indian Subcontinent, it is
known to inhabit areas in and around settlements and cultivated
lands, and there have been observations of the species near city
streetlights in Sri Lanka (Holt et al. 2020).

On 02 August 2023, while | was returning back from work, at
Kanispora, Baramulla (34.21°N, 74. 40°E), Jammu and Kashmir,
India at 2028 h, | heard a loud reverberating call. | recorded the
call both in audio and video formats and shared the recording
with Muzaffar A. Kichloo and Waseem Bhat, who confirmed it to
be the call of an Oriental Scops Owl (Sofi 2023).

The very next day, on 03 August 2023, | went birdwatching
in the same area. As the sun set, | heard the same distinct call
echoing through the dense conifer forests dominated by deodar
Cedrus deodara. Following the sound, | was fortunate to spot
two Oriental Scops Owls [200, 201], likely a pair. | managed to
capture photographs of them as they perched on various trees,
including deodar, populus Populus sp, and sometimes Walnut
Juglans regia. The experience was truly magical as | observed
their mesmerizing yellow eyes, their greyish bodies, and the
prominent movements of their throat and tail as they called out.

S
200. Oriental Scops Owl with yellow eyes, rufescent feathers on face and neck with blotchy
underparts.
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201. The second Oriental Scops Owl, showing yellow eyes, rufous tint on neck, and blotchy
underparts.

Ali & Ripley (1981) documented its distribution in parts of
Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and the Garhwal region of
Uttarakhand, where it occurs at elevations of up to 2,300 m asl in
the Himalaya (Holt et al. 2020). However, in Jammu and Kashmir,
there have been merely two sightings of this owl species, both of
which are from the same place - Mansar Lake in Samba District,
situated in the Jammu region (Chibber & Stork 2021; Kichloo
et al. 2021). This report now validates the presence of Oriental
Scops Owl in the Kashmir Valley, and hence extending its known
range further northwards.

| thank Muzaffar A Kichloo for assisting in the preparation of
this note.
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An exhausted juvenile Sooty Tern Onychoprion
fuscatus at Yeshwant Sagar Lake, Indore

On 19 June 2023, at 1905 h, while birding at the backwaters of
the Yeshwant Sagar Lake (22.80°N, 75.68°E) in Indore district,
Madhya Pradesh, India, we spotted a lone black bird resting
on the mudflats near the backwaters of the lake. The overall

structure of the bird was of a tern but we had never seen any
black colour tern here. It was entirely a black bird with some
white spots on its wings. The bird was located in the shallow side
of the lake, sitting on the muddy banks c.3—-4 meters from the
edge of the waterbody. We could not identify this bird as it was
totally different from any familiar species from Central India.

After taking a few photographs [202] of the bird, we did some
online searches and concluded it must be a juvenile Sooty Tern
Onychoprion fuscatus—sporting a plumage that is not expected
in any other species. Later, we also obtained the same opinion on
the identity and the age of the bird from Praveen J.

The juvenile tern seemed quite exhausted as it was not
flying even when we approached from close quarters. In our
subsequent visit the next day, and subsequent days, we failed to
spot the bird here as well as in nearby areas.
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202.The exhausted juvenile Sooty Tern at Indore.

There are no previous reports of Sooty Tern from Madhya
Pradesh (Ali & Ripley 1983; Grimmett et al. 2011; Rasmussen &
Anderton 2012; Chandra & Singh 2014; Raju & Ramachandran
2017; eBird 2023) despite there being regular records from
the neighbouring state of Gujarat (eBird 2023). Our sighting
coincided with the dates when the cyclone Biparjoy hit the
Guijarat coast. In fact, several other reports of Sooty Tern exist
during the same week from Nalsarovar Bird Sanctuary (Gujarat)—
an adult and a juvenile on 20 June 2023 and later on the adult
continued till 23 June. A juvenile Sooty Tern was reported from
Palghar in Maharashtra on 17 June 2023. The same winds must
have brought along this seabird to this waterbody far inland in
Indore; ¢.400km from the sea.

Vagrant Sooty Terns, presumably storm-blown, has occurred
far inland, e.g, Cachar (Assam), Darbhanga (Bihar), Tirunelveli
(Tamil Nadu), and in the hill zone of Sri Lanka (Ali & Ripley 1987).
A juvenile was collected from Valparai plateau, Tamil Nadu that
died immediately due to fatigue (Robin & Rao 2006); the site
being ¢.130 km from the nearest sea coast. Taher et al. (2011)
reported a live adult near Hyderabad, which was ¢.350km from
the nearest seaboard; which then was the furthest case of inland
vagrancy from the Indian subcontinent. Now, ours would perhaps
be slightly further as Indore is ¢.400 km from the western coast,
the nearest sea point being at Khambhat in Gujarat. This would
also be an addition to the avifauna of Madhya Pradesh and
Central India.



