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192. Whiskered Tern showing grey rump and weakly forked tail.

Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar, as well as in Bangladesh (Ali & Ripley,
1983). Hussain et al. (2018) have also reported the presence
of breeding Whiskered Terns from Son Beel (24.67°N, 92.45°E)
in the adjoining Karimganj District of Assam. Ranade (2021) has
reported on nesting colonies of Whiskered Terns in Morigaon,
Kamrup, and Sivasagar districts of Assam. Choudhury (2022) has
reported it as an uncommon resident or winter visitor in Barak
Valley of Assam. Hence, its presence further south in Mizoram is
not unexpected.

However, sighting or presence of Whiskered Tern has so far not
been mentioned in any of the literature on avifauna of Mizoram,
such as Choudhury (2006), Kasambe (2014), and Lalthanzara
and Kasambe (2015), nor in citizen science databases like eBird
(2023).

References

Ali, S. & Ripley, S.D., 1983. Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan together
with those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. Compact ed. Oxford
University Press, Delhi, India. Pp 1-737.

Choudhury, A., 2006. Notable bird records from Mizoram in north-east India. Forktail,
22:152-155.

Choudhury, A., 2022. Bird records from Barak Valley Region, Assam, north-east India.
Journal of Asian Ornithology 38:41-58.

eBird 2023. Whiskered Tern. Website URL: https://ebird.org/species/whiter2/IN-MZ.
[Accessed on 06 August 2023.]

Gochfeld, M., Burger, J., Kirwan, G. M., & Garcia, E. F. J. 2020. Whiskered Tern
(Chlidonias hybrida), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (). del Hoyo, A. Elliott,

J. Sargatal, D. A. Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology,
Ithaca, NY, USA. Website URL: https;//doi.org/10.2173/bow.whiter2.01. [Accessed
on 06 August 2022.]

Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C,, & Inskipp, T. 2013. Birds of the Indian Subcontinent. Oxford
University Press & Christopher Helm. Pp 1-528.

Hussain, M. M., Talukdar, S., Dey, T, Paul, S., & Singha, H., 2018. Sighting of Whiskered
Tern Chlidonias hybrida (Pallas, 1811) in Son Beel, Assam. Bird-o-soar Zoo’s Print
33(2):30-34.

Kasambe, R., 2014. Mizoram - A bird paradise. Hornbill Oct-Dec. 2014:16-20.

Lalthanzara, H. & Kasambe, R., 2015. Popular Birds of Mizoram. Scientific Book Centre,
Guwahati. Pp 1-124.

Ranade, S. P, 2021. Breeding colonies of Whiskered Terns Chlidonias hybrida in
Assam. Indian BIRDS 17 (1):7-9.

— Christopher J.Z. Lawlor, Hmar Lalthanzara, Zoramkhuma,
Thanliana Hauhnar, & Carter Lalchhuanmawia

Christopher J.Z. Lawlor, Department of Zoology, Government Kolasib College, Kolasib-796081,
Mizoram, India. Email: chrislawlor68 @gmail.com [Corresponding author]

H. Lalthanzara, Department of Life Siences, Pachhunga University College,

Aizawl-796001, Mizoram, India.

Zoramkhuma, Department of Geography, Government Kolasib College,

Kolasib-796081, Mizoram, India.

Thanliana Hauhnar, Kolasib Forest Division, Kolasib-796081, Mizoram, India.

Carter Lalchhuanmawia, College Veng, Kolasib-796081, Mizoram, India.

Correspondence

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis

in Jammu and Kashmir

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis is a small gregarious
species having a wide distribution, from Europe through Asia,
wintering in the south-western Palearctic, east Asia, and east
Africa. It has also been found breeding in southern Africa, south-
west Canada, western USA, and central Mexico (Cherkaoui et al.
2014, Cullen et al. 2020). It is found locally from British Isles to
West Siberia, south to Morocco, Irag, Afghanistan, and east to
India and Pakistan (Cullen et al. 2020). The nominate subspecies
occurs in India. In India, its breeding has been reported from the
Union Territory of Ladakh (Gyalpo 2022). It winters in western
Gangetic Plains, Gujarat, and central Nepal and is a straggler east
to eastern Assam Valley and Bangladesh, south to coastal Orissa
and Pune, Maharashtra (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). Here,
we report the sighting of a Black-necked Grebe from the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), India.

The bird was sighted during a survey along the Hokersar
wetland (34.10°N, 74.71°E; c.1,580 m asl), a perennial protected
wetland reserve and a Ramsar site ¢.10 km northwest of Srinagar
city in J&K. On 08 March 2022, at 1530 h, we saw one Black-
necked Grebe along with Common Coots Fulica atra. The bird
was in basic plumage and identified based on bright red iris, black
top of the head and mantle, neck black on back and grey on
front, white breast, rump, and belly [193, 194]. The bird was shy

193. Black-necked Grebe at Hokersar wetland on 08 March 2022.

194. Black-necked Grebe at Hokersar wetland on 08 March 2022.
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and it was not seen again in the subsequent visits to the place.
The species was seen next year on 06 March 2023 at the same
place. It was observed on next couple of days, after which it was
not seen again.

Ward (1907) reported the bird as doubtful for Kashmir. Our
sighting is reportedly the first confirmed record from J&K. After
this record, Black-necked Grebe has also been reported from
Ranjit Sagar Dam, Kathua District on 29 January 2023 (Kumar
2023) and from Wular Lake, Bandipora District on 08 March
2023 (Rathore 2023) - both in J&K. In the surrounding regions,
the species has been reported from Union Territory of Ladakh,
including Gilgit-Baltistan (eBird 2023).
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Water Rail Rallus aquaticus from Malda,

West Bengal

On the evening of 19 February 2023, we were birding close
to the town of Malda, West Bengal, India anticipating the
reappearance of a Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzana fusca, spotted
earlier that day, when we witnessed a large rail species in pursuit
of another similarly sized rail. However, the second rail quickly
disappeared into the reeds before we could take photos. The
first rail was identified as Brown-cheeked Rail Rallus indicus due
to a prominent brown eye stripe, brown breast, and barred vent.
We were also able to take a few good photos. We also noticed
clearly that the second rail had slaty grey underparts, but we
did not record enough features to identify it. The area, locally
known as Aamjaam Tola, (24°57N, 88°08E) is located nearly
six km south-east of Malda Town. The Brown-cheeked Rail
was a first record for the district. We continued exploring the
habitat from 20 February to 25 February. We found the rail
that we could not identify earlier, along with Brown-cheeked
Rail, Ruddy-breasted Crake, and Baillon's Crake P. pusilla, in
a particular patch of the vast reed bed. Its upper parts were
olive-brown and had dark streaks. Its underparts were slaty
grey with prominent black and white barring on the lower
flanks. It had a long, slightly down-curved reddish bill and a
white vent. Based on these features, the bird was identified
as a Water Rail R aquaticus. All the rail and crake species that
we saw there were found to be very bold, and we were able
to take photos [195] and videos.

195. Water Rail from Malda, West Bengal.

In the Indian subcontinent, the Water Rail is a summer visitor
to Kashmir and winters in eastern Pakistan and the north-western
plains of India. It wanders into western Uttarakhand and Rajasthan
(Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). There are many winter records
of this species from Maharashtra, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi
area, and Goa (eBird 2023). It is rarely seen in eastern India, with
a handful of records from Assam (eBird 2023). This is the first
record from West Bengal.

The habitat where it was found in Malda is a vast bed of Typha
reeds interspersed with marshes and agricultural land. Due to
construction and other developmental projects, the habitat is
vanishing very fast. We saw at least four Brown-cheeked Rails,
over 12 Ruddy-breasted and two Baillon’s Crakes, and just one
Water Rail. They were seen only during the early morning, till
0800 h, after which they would take refuge in the reed beds.
They preferred a particular patch with ankle-deep water of
2-5 cm and wet soil around that area, which would vanish into
the reeds when disturbed. The Brown-cheeked Rail frequently
chased the Water Rail, forcing it into the reeds. The Water
Rail was seen in the display, possibly directed at the Ruddy-
breasted Crake, by spreading its wing in an erect posture and
rapidly jumping above the ground. It was seen feeding on small
crustaceans like shrimps, nymphs of dragonflies, and other soil
arthropods by turning the leaves and other plant matter from
the knee-deep water. As the days progressed and the water
levels receded, the birds probably departed from that area, and
the Water Rail was not observed there after 23 February. One
Brown-cheeked Rail was seen on another patch of the same
habitat till 12 March 2023.
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