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180. Brown Rock Chat adult seen bringing moss to the nest.

This observation raises the question of the nutritional value
of moss as food. Mosses are small, non-vascular plants. We
observed the adults feeding the nestlings with moss when birds
typically feed nestlings with a protein-rich diet. This may have
been to prevent dehydration, or as bio-medication as some
mosses (although unknown for the moss in question) can have
high contents of vitamins, especially B2 and carbohydrates
(Sugawa 1960; Margaris & Kalaitzakis 1974).

We are thankful to K L Meena for providing his valuable
suggestions.
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Sind Sparrow Passer pyrrhonotus nest in a power
transformer

Sind Sparrow Passer pyrrhonotus is mainly found in riverine or
swampy areas, occurring in tall wet grass, tamarisk Tamarix sp.,
and acacia Acacia sp. jungle, not particularly associated with
human settlements (Clement et al. 1993; Ali & Ripley 1999;
Singh & Summer-Smith 2023). It may breed around rice paddies,
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or human dwellings provided there are suitable nesting sites and
sufficient cover (Summers-Smith 1988). The nest is usually
placed in the branches of a low-standing tree, especially one
standing in or overhanging water (Ticehurst 1922). The height
of the nest above the ground, or water, can range from 1.5-10.0
m. More than one nest can occur in some larger trees, but they
are usually not sited close together (Summers-Smith 1988). Sind
Sparrow has been recorded building in old Baya Weaver Ploceus
philippinus nests (Jones 1912). Harvey & Sharma (2002)
observed nests at the base of other birds' nests like old egret
Egretta spp. nests and nests of Indian Pied Starling Gracupica
contra. A Sind Sparrow have also been photographed nesting in
a tree cavity (Devasar 2005). We report an unusual nesting site
for Sind Sparrow.

Out for birding on 12 March 2023, on the outskirts of Khanna
town (30.70°N, 76.21°E) in Ludhiana District, Punjab, India, CK
came across a Sind Sparrow nest in a power transformer. During
the observation, a male was seen with nesting material in the
beak, perching on a tree [181]. It then flew to the nesting location
[182], added nesting material to the nest (c.2.75 m above the
ground) and flew out after a while. After some time, it was again
seen coming to the nest with bits of nesting material.
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182. Part of nest hanging from the power transformer.

No such nesting on a power transformer or an electricity
pole has been previously recorded in this species. Perhaps, a
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few small or pruned trees that were around in the agriculture
fields were not suitable for nesting and the pair found the power
transformer more suitable to provide protection to the nest.
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An accidental death of a Critically Endangered
White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis

On 21 November 2022, during a field visit to Jaisalmer, Rajasthan,
India, we witnessed an unusual death of a White-rumped Vulture
Gyps bengalensis. Based on information from a local shepherd,
we visited an area near Veer Singh Ki Dhani of Myajlar village,
where a vulture was found dead under a camel carcass (26.27°N,
70.37°E). The camel carcass was originally lying on its right side.
We failed to extract the vulture carcass from under the camel.
When we lifted the camel carcass, we discovered that the head
of the vulture was wedged between the ribs of the camel [183].
The vulture was identified as a juvenile White-rumped Vulture
[184], which is listed as Critically Endangered by the IUCN
(BirdLife International 2023).

183. A White-rumped Vulture with its neck stuck between the ribs of the camel carcass. Note
that the vulture is lying on its back in this image.

184. The vulture carcass after it was extracted from the camel carcass.

Observing the posture of the camel carcass in relation to the
vulture, we inferred that the vulture was trying to feed in between
ribs and somehow its head was fatally stuck between the camel's
ribs resulting in its death. Vultures have a long and supple neck,
and while such unusual mortalities of vultures do happen, they
are not common. It may also be possible that the vulture got
accidentally stuck during the feeding frenzy when a large number
of vultures were feeding on the camel carcass. The camel carcass
may have then toppled over by the activity of other scavengers.
This type of mortality in vultures has been reported previously by
others (Allen 1920; Greenwood 1938; Samson & Ramakrishnan
2017).

This observation was carried out under DST-SERB research
project vide sanction number SERB/CRG/2019/002090. We are
grateful to the Forest Department of Rajasthan for their valuable
support. We express our gratitude towards the villagers of Veer
Singh Ki Dhani, Myajlar, K. P. Singh Sodha, and Raju Singh Sodha.
Our special thanks to Kamal Singh, without whose information
this observation would not have been possible.
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Colour aberration in the Great Slaty Woodpecker
Mulleripicus pulverulentus from Pawalgarh
Conservation Reserve, Uttarakhand

We report multiple sightings of colour aberrant individuals in a
Great Slaty Woodpecker Mulleripicus pulverulentus (GSW) flock
at Pawalgarh Conservation Reserve (PCR, 29.33°-29.40°N,
79.13°=79.27°E) in Ramnagar, Uttarakhand, India.
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