
 
178. Nestling & adult Changeable Hawk Eagle in nest.  

179. Honey Bee hive highlighted in black box. 

The birds entered the nest from the opposite direction of the 
hive. Throughout our observation there was no interaction between 
the birds and the bees. There are many records worldwide of 
nesting birds associating with social insects and it appears that 
this may not be due to chance (Moreau 1942; Almeida & Anjos-
Silva 2015). The most common group of insects with which birds 
associate when nesting are aculeate Hymenopterans (bees and 
wasps). A literature search revealed no recent observations of 
nesting Changeable Hawk Eagles associating with Apis florea, 
although there was a single observation of nesting Changeable 
Hawk Eagles associating with Giant Honey Bees Apis dorsata, a 
bee species known to be aggressive towards predators from Sri 
Lanka (Senanayake et al. 2017). 

Nest predation is a major factor influencing breeding success 
in birds and has played a significant role in the evolution of 
nesting strategies (Blanco & Tella 1997). Thus, an association 
with a relatively aggressive species can be seen as a strategy 
designed to afford protection from nest predators (Quinn & Ueta 
2008). In this case however, which species was benefiting from 
the association is an open question, especially since the hive was 
built after the nest was constructed. Changeable Hawk Eagles 
are aggressive and powerful raptors, and in this case, the bees 
were likely getting protection from their predators like Oriental 
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Honey Buzzard by having their nest within the eagle’s nest. The 
protection the bees could offer the eagle may not be of much 
value. 

We thank Satish Kumar Sharma, Anil Sarsavan, Manoj 
Kulshreshta, and Anil Kumar Tripathi for their inputs and insightful 
discussions on our observations. 

References
Almeida, S. M., & Anjos-Silva, E. J. 2015. Associations between birds and social wasps in 

the Pantanal wetlands. Revista Brasileira de Ornitologia 23 (3): 305–308.
Barve, S., Raman, T. R. S., Datta, A., & Jathar, G., 2020. Guidelines for conducting 

research on the nesting biology of Indian birds. Indian BIRDS 16 (1): 10–11.
Blanco, G., & Tella, J. L. 1997. Protective association and breeding advantages of 

choughs nesting in lesser kestrel colonies. Animal Behavior 54: 335–42.
Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., & Inskipp, T. 2011. Birds of the Indian Subcontinent. 2nd ed. 

London: Oxford University Press & Christopher Helm.
Moreau, R. E. 1942. The nesting of African birds in association with other living things. 

Ibis 84: 240–263.
Quinn, J. L., & Ueta, M. 2008. Protective nesting associations in birds. Ibis 150 (s1): 

146–167.
Senanayake, U., Ratnayake, P., Siriwardena, S., & Pathirge, D. 2017. Changeable Hawk 

Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus ceylanensis nesting in association with Giant Honey Bees 
Apis dorsata. BirdingASIA, 27, 54–56.

– Rajat Chordia, Dharam Veer Singh Jodha & Anup Ranade 
Rajat Chordia, Flat no. 503 Orbit-2, Saheli Nagar, Udaipur 313001, Rajasthan, India.

Rajat Chordia, Email: rajatchordia55@gmail.com 
Dharam Veer Singh Jodha, 91- Lovely Estate, Roop Sagar Road,  

Udaipur 313001, Rajasthan, India
Anup Ranade, B1-1003, Regency Cosmos, S.no. 83 & 84, Baner Road, Baner,  

Pune 411045, Maharashtra, India

A Brown Rock Chat Oenanthe fusca feeding moss 
Polytrichum sp. to nestlings
The Brown Rock Chat Oenanthe fusca is a bird adapted to 
arid habitats and is endemic to the Indian subcontinent. It is 
distributed from Pakistan in the northwest, Goa in the south, to 
West Bengal in the east (Collar 2020). Brown Rock Chats build 
a cup-shaped nest made of grass, root fibres, wool, hair etc. in 
crevices in rocks, cliffs and large old buildings (White 1919; Singh 
2007). The foundation of the nest is made up of clay and large 
pebbles (White 1919). Brown Rock Chats feed mainly on insects, 
picked off the ground. They are also known to eat human food 
(Varu 2013; Kansara 2020).

We observed the nest of a Brown Rock Chat on the college 
campus of Nimbahera (24.62°N, 74.67°E), Chittorgarh, 
Rajasthan, India following all guidelines (Barve et al. 2020). 
We documented our observations using a Nikon P500 camera 
between 20 June 2023 and 27 July 2023. The nest was built on 
a pile of pebbles that the adults had accumulated. It contained 
three eggs which hatched around 08 July 2023. From 12 July to 
27 July 2023, AKS observed that the nestlings were fed different 
types of insects (orthopterans, dipterans, and hymenopterans) 
by the parents. On 24 July 2023 at 1106 h, AKS observed the 
adult feeding some plant material to its nestlings [180]. This 
plant material was identified by AKT as green moss, likely 
Polytrichum juniperinum. According to the literature, a number 
of birds have been documented feeding on moss and using it in 
their nest (Glime 2017) but moss being fed to nestlings is not 
known in Brown Rock Chats. This observation was taken from a 
room with poor light conditions. Following guidelines of studying 
nesting biology (Barve et al. 2020), although AKS observed the 
nestlings being fed with moss, he could not capture it in an 
image as it would have necessitated using a flash.
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180. Brown Rock Chat adult seen bringing moss to the nest. 

This observation raises the question of the nutritional value 
of moss as food. Mosses  are small,  non-vascular  plants. We 
observed the adults feeding the nestlings with moss when birds 
typically feed nestlings with a protein-rich diet. This may have 
been to prevent dehydration, or as bio-medication as some 
mosses (although unknown for the moss in question) can have 
high contents of vitamins, especially B2 and carbohydrates 
(Sugawa 1960; Margaris & Kalaitzakis 1974). 

We are thankful to K L Meena for providing his valuable 
suggestions. 
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Sind Sparrow Passer pyrrhonotus nest in a power 
transformer
Sind Sparrow Passer pyrrhonotus is mainly found in riverine or 
swampy areas, occurring in tall wet grass, tamarisk Tamarix sp., 
and acacia Acacia sp. jungle, not particularly associated with 
human settlements (Clement et al. 1993; Ali & Ripley 1999; 
Singh & Summer-Smith 2023). It may breed around rice paddies, 
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or human dwellings provided there are suitable nesting sites and 
sufficient cover (Summers-Smith 1988). The nest is usually 
placed in the branches of a low-standing tree, especially one 
standing in or overhanging water (Ticehurst 1922). The height 
of the nest above the ground, or water, can range from 1.5–10.0 
m. More than one nest can occur in some larger trees, but they 
are usually not sited close together (Summers-Smith 1988). Sind 
Sparrow has been recorded building in old Baya Weaver Ploceus 
philippinus nests (Jones 1912). Harvey & Sharma (2002) 
observed nests at the base of other birds’ nests like old egret 
Egretta spp. nests and nests of Indian Pied Starling Gracupica 
contra. A Sind Sparrow have also been photographed nesting in 
a tree cavity (Devasar 2005). We report an unusual nesting site 
for Sind Sparrow.

Out for birding on 12 March 2023, on the outskirts of Khanna 
town (30.70°N, 76.21°E) in Ludhiana District, Punjab, India, CK 
came across a Sind Sparrow nest in a power transformer. During 
the observation, a male was seen with nesting material in the 
beak, perching on a tree [181]. It then flew to the nesting location 
[182], added nesting material to the nest (c.2.75 m above the 
ground) and flew out after a while. After some time, it was again 
seen coming to the nest with bits of nesting material. 

181. Sind Sparrow male holding some nesting material. 

182. Part of nest hanging from the power transformer.

No such nesting on a power transformer or an electricity 
pole has been previously recorded in this species. Perhaps, a 
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