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I took up the task of editing IndianBIRDS in 2005, when the late Zafar 
Futehally, V Santharam, and I decided to start a journal on Indian 
ornithology and registered the New Ornis Foundation (NOF) to oversee 
this publication. Eighteen years have passed by in a flash, and now it 
is time for a change, especially since IndianBIRDS has become the 
favourite periodical of South Asian birders, has a steady inflow of material 
for publication, and is quoted widely in publications worldwide. This is 
the last issue of IndianBIRDS that I will oversee as Editor.

In the eighteen volumes up to 2022, we were able to publish 
approximately 3,300 pages comprising 1,500+ articles (long papers, 
notes, correspondence, reviews, etc.), and 3,300+ photographs. At 
1,200 words per page, we processed at least 3.9 million words. This 
word count will go up substantially if we factor in the five numbers of 
IndianBIRDS Monographs that were published between 2019–2022. 

All this would not have been possible without the support of many 
friends and fellow birders who gave of their time and finance generously: 
the trustees, colleagues on the editorial board, a battery of peer 
reviewers, the dedicated subscribers during the years the journal was 
sold on subscription, the faithful authors, and the talented photographers 
and artists. A small team in my office, led ably by Mr P. Rambabu handled 
subscriptions, accounting, printing, preparing addressed envelopes, and 
mailing. Sindu Graphics has formatted and composed every issue right 
from the first one. Without all of them, IndianBIRDS would not have 
fledged. Two steadfast donors, who believe in what we were doing, have 
our backs right from the beginning, by advertising in the journal; Mr 
Sharad B. Pitti, and a dear aunt and uncle (both latter are now deceased). 
Their support is fundamental and invaluable for IndianBIRDS.

Nearer the heart of the editorial work have been the sagacious V 
Santharam, and Praveen J. Always available when something had to be 
worked out: an irate author soothed, an over-enthusiastic one slowed 
down, or a policy change implemented. Uncomplainingly they’ve 
shouldered and helped with editing work. Praveen has taken an active 
interest in the journal from 2007 onwards, when he started the popular 
column ‘In the news’. Over the years I’ve admired his laser focus, capacity 
for work, and prodigious memory. In 2015 he eased off my shoulders 
the work of communicating with authors and their referees and sent 
me much cleaner manuscripts to copy edit, making my work a whole 
lot easier. 

As I now hand over the reins to Praveen, as Chief Editor, and his 
three extremely capable and highly qualified colleagues, Sahas Barve, 
Puja Sharma, and Pritam Baruah, as Editors, I do so with a light heart, for 
in them I see IndianBIRDS truly coming into its own. This is being done 
with the concurrence of the Trustees of the NoF, and we are excited 
about the future of the journal. Altruism still rules the roost here!

I will continue to publicize new issues of the journal and upload them 
onto the website, besides printing a limited number of copies that are 
sent gratis to a few libraries across the world, and of course I continue 
to be a Trustee.

I thank all of you for your trust and encouragement, which I am sure 
you will give this new team in greater measure in years to come.

– Aasheesh Pittie
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Covers of first (Top) and last (Bottom) issues of 
Indian BIRDS edited by Aasheesh PIttie.


