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India and Bangladesh in large numbers (Ali & Ripley 1987;
Naoroji 2007). They arrive in their wintering grounds in southern
Africa in November to December, and they migrate back in April,
reaching their breeding grounds by early May (Mendelsohn
1997). The spring migration route is more dispersed, and part
of the population flies back over the Indian sub-continent (Ali &
Ripley 1987; BirdLife International 2023).

On the morning of 9 May 2023, we conducted a birdwatching
session near Kewzing Village (27.28°N, 88.32°E), West Sikkim,
India, at an elevation of ¢.1,700 m asl, close to Bon Farmhouse.
At approximately 0600 h, we observed two female Amur Falcons
perched on an electric wire. The birds looked striking and entirely
different from any raptor found around Kewzing. The birds were
bold and did not fly away on our approach. We managed to
photograph the bird [198], and the photos were shared with
WhatsApp groups like Sikkim eBird and Birding Live Report.
The bird was identified as an Amur Falcon female by the group
members, noting that it had a reddish-orange eye ring, cere, and
feet, and white well-marked underparts. This is the first record
of the bird from Sikkim during spring migration. There are two
known records from Sikkim during fall migration (October) —
one from Zuluk, East Sikkim (Panwar 2018), and another from
West Sikkim (Chakraborti 2016). The nearest May record is from
Neora Valley in North Bengal (Taylor 2004). Our sighting of the
species in May in West Sikkim indicates that this species might be
transiting through Sikkim during their spring migration. This needs
further investigation.

We are extremely grateful to Aditya Chavan, Himraj Dang, and
Peter Lobo for their input. We also thank Praveen J for helping us
document this sighting.

198. One of the female Amur Falcons from Kewzing.
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Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura from Shillong, Meghalaya
AN came to his hometown Shillong, the capital of Meghalaya
state, India, to observe Eid-ul-Fitr on 21 April 2023. The next day,
late night through very early morning, there was rain with cyclonic
wind (commonly known as kal-baisakhi in Bengali). Being Eid
day, he got up early and was surprised to see a colourful bird
lying on a veranda between the two buildings of his house. He
intended to save the bird [199], but it was dead. He noticed
the bird at 0605 h on 22 April 2023. The locality was Kench’s
Trace in the Greater Laban area of Shillong (25.56°N, 91.87°E;
¢.1,600 m asl). He was not aware of the name of the bird and
thought of showing it to AC in due course. Since AN was unaware
of the significance of the bird for Meghalaya, he did not show
any urgency. Ultimately, he met AC on 27 May 2023 and, on
being reminded by his mother, showed the photo to him. AC
immediately identified the bird as an Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura.
Its prominent black stripe through the eye with contrasting white
supercilium and throat was conspicuous. Green upperparts with
shining blue forewing, reddish vent, and parts of buffy underparts
were also visible. It was unlike any other pittas occurring in India
except the Mangrove Pitta P megarhyncha. However, the latter
species is slightly larger with noticeably larger and longer bill, wing
coverts, and upper tail coverts deeper shining blue and has a
larger white wing patch. The Blue-winged Pitta P moluccensis is
like the Mangrove Pitta but has a smaller bill. Unlike Indian Pitta,
both lack a white line beneath the eye.

The bird might have collided with the building wall during the
cyclonic wind and died. Finding it on the veranda of two buildings
also indicates that it may have tried to fly through the gap. It
may be mentioned here that there are records of Hooded Pittas
P. sordida getting injured or killed after colliding with buildings
during high winds and drizzle in Jatinga, Dima Hasao district,
Assam. This is often misrepresented in the media as the ‘Jatinga
Bird Suicide’ phenomenon (Choudhury 2000).

This happens to be the first record of Indian Pitta from
Meghalaya. Surprisingly, the record is from its capital city of
nearly two lakh people. Godwin-Austen (1870a, b, 1872, 1874,
1876) and Baker (1907) contain no records. Choudhury (2014)
listed it as a possible species for the state. Ali & Ripley (1987),
Grimmett et al. (2011), Kazmierczak & van Perlo (2000), and
Rasmussen & Anderton (2012) did not mention the presence of
Indian Pitta in Meghalaya. It may be noted here that in 1996, a
possible immature Indian Pitta was sighted by AC in Nongkhyllem
Wildlife Sanctuary, also in Meghalaya. Still, it was not confirmed
by a photograph and was outside the known range; hence, it was
not published. Records nearest to Meghalaya were from western
and southern Assam, i.e, in Kokrajhar and Cachar districts,
and northern Bangladesh, i.e,, undivided Mymensingh district
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199. Dead Indian Pitta from Shillong, Meghalaya.

(Jamalpur, Sherpur, Tangail, and other districts), bordering
Garo Hills (eBird 2023). Most records were between April
and September, indicating that the Indian Pitta might be a rare
breeding visitor to the region.
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The Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia from Kashmir
Valley, Jammu and Kashmir

The Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia is a small owl species that
occurs in grey-brown and rufous color variations (Rasmussen &
Anderton 2012). It occurs widely across the Indian Subcontinent,
eastern Asia, south-eastern Siberia, China, northern Korea, and the
Malay Peninsula. Among the various recognized subspecies, O. s.
suniais found in northern Pakistan, extending eastward through the
Himalaya to Bangladesh and Northeast India, and then southward
in India to Odisha (Holt et al. 2020). The Oriental Scops Owl
typically prefers deciduous and mixed forests, although it can also
be found in open evergreen forests, riparian woodlands, orchards,
and parkland (Ali & Ripley 1981). In the Indian Subcontinent, it is
known to inhabit areas in and around settlements and cultivated
lands, and there have been observations of the species near city
streetlights in Sri Lanka (Holt et al. 2020).

On 02 August 2023, while | was returning back from work, at
Kanispora, Baramulla (34.21°N, 74. 40°E), Jammu and Kashmir,
India at 2028 h, | heard a loud reverberating call. | recorded the
call both in audio and video formats and shared the recording
with Muzaffar A. Kichloo and Waseem Bhat, who confirmed it to
be the call of an Oriental Scops Owl (Sofi 2023).

The very next day, on 03 August 2023, | went birdwatching
in the same area. As the sun set, | heard the same distinct call
echoing through the dense conifer forests dominated by deodar
Cedrus deodara. Following the sound, | was fortunate to spot
two Oriental Scops Owls [200, 201], likely a pair. | managed to
capture photographs of them as they perched on various trees,
including deodar, populus Populus sp, and sometimes Walnut
Juglans regia. The experience was truly magical as | observed
their mesmerizing yellow eyes, their greyish bodies, and the
prominent movements of their throat and tail as they called out.

S
200. Oriental Scops Owl with yellow eyes, rufescent feathers on face and neck with blotchy
underparts.
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