bank of a small tributary of Yamuna, at Kundiyon village, near
Paonta Sahib, Sirmaur District (30.48°N, 77.57°E; c.400 m asl).
There is a single record of this species, west of the Mandi, in
which a Chestnut-headed Bee-eater was photographed at Roop
Nagar, Jammu, Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir on 29 March
2019 (Sharma 2019). Kaur & Brraich (2021) report the species
from Nangal, Punjab, without any details; however, their list
includes several erroneous records like Rusty-flanked Treecreeper
Certhia nipalensis, Blossom-headed Parakeet Psittacula roseata,
and Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni.

The breeding colony at Mandi is ¢.150 km away from CSINP,
and the surrounding regions in Sirmaur, where the species is
regularly seen in the state and 175 km from the Dehradun area,
the westernmost part of its known breeding range. Thus, the
present record from Mandi, is the western-most breeding record
of the species. We have recorded Chestnut-headed Bee-eater's
breeding for the three consecutive years, at the same locality.
Thus, in Mandi, it might be a regular breeder in small numbers.
This locality is not a birding hotspot and the breeding of this
species might have been missed previously.
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The Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus in
Arunachal Pradesh: An addition to the Indian avifauna
The Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus is a widely distributed
migratory passerine of the Palearctic. It breeds in moist open
grassy and lowland tundra, above the tree line, in the Arctic region
of northern Eurasia and move south to southern Kazakhstan,
Mongolia, China and rarely to Japan (Hussel & Montgomerie
2020).

On 17 October 2023, a Lapland Longspur was sighted near
Bumra nallah (27.48°N, 96.59°E, ¢.500m asl) inside Namdapha
National Park, Arunachal Pradesh at about 0930 h while we were
enroute to Vijoynagar from Miao [169-171]. It was observed
feeding on the ground along a grassy patch beside the road that
runs along the Noa-Dihing river. A Hill Prinia Prinia superciliaris
and White Wagtail Motacilla alba were the only other birds seen
alongside. We spent about 25 min photographing the bird when
it approached us to a distance of 50 m. After taking sufficient
pictures, we left the bird and continued our journey towards
Vijoynagar.

> ; Tk 25 =2
170. Lapland Longspur showing wide sandy-rufous supercilium and streaks on the breast.
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171. Lapland Longspur showing rufous greater coverts with white tips and white outer edges
to outer rectrices.

Identification relied on the short, stubby conical bill, black
patch bordering the brown ear-coverts, sandy-rufous wide
supercilium widening behind the eye and extending down the
sides of the nape, well-streaked upperparts, rufous greater-
coverts with white tips, long primary projection, short tail with
a notch, white outer-edges to outer rectrices, and distinctly long
hind claws. It is a first-winter individual based on the streaked
breast and fairly narrow and pointed tail feathers. Sexing is a bit
more complicated in first-winter plumage and hence we cannot
be certain.

The only record from the Indian subcontinent till date is from
Bhutan (Chopel & Sherub 2016) and hence ours is the first
instance of the species occurring in India.
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Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis and Baikal

Teal Sibirionetta formosa from Himachal Pradesh:
Additions to the avifauna of the state

Himachal Pradesh in India is home to numerous wetlands,
among which Pong Lake, Chandra Tal Lake, and Renuka Lake
are designated Ramsar wetlands (Anonymous 2023a). These
sites are safeguarded as wildlife sanctuaries: Pong Dam Lake
Wildlife Sanctuary (207.59 sq. km), Chandratal Wildlife Sanctuary
(50.09 sq. km), and Renuka Ji Wildlife Sanctuary (3.87 sq. km)
(Anonymous 2023b). Large numbers of waterfow! of various
species, visit the state during winter. Pong Lake stands as the
most significant wetland in Himachal Pradesh, distinguished by its
substantial density and diversity of water-dependent bird species

(Abhinav et al. 2018). Renuka Lake, a natural water body, sustains
a modest population of ducks throughout the winter season. We
report two new species of ducks from the state, Long-tailed Duck
Clangula hyemalis and Baikal Teal Sibirionetta formosa, from
Pong Lake and Renuka Lake respectively. The two species have
not been reported from the state (den Besten 2004; Dhadwal
& Kanwar 2018).

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis

During the Annual Bird Census of Pong Lake on 31 January
2023, CA took the boat to count the birds in deep water, along
with forest guards AD and Dilbag Singh Thakur. We travelled
from Nagrota Surian to Dehra and then to Ranser Island and
came back, covering around 35 km distance in the deep water
(measured by Google Maps). Just before reaching the shore
in the evening, CA noticed a distinctive duck flying close to the
surface of the water, ¢.200 m offshore (32.04°N, 76.04°E; ¢.400
m asl). It was predominantly white with blackish wings and back.
Disturbed by our boat, it kept on flying for the next five minutes,
frequently changing directions and settled ¢.500 m away from us.
After going close to that spot, the details of the birds were well
seen. It was immediately identified as Long-tailed Duck Clangula
hyemalis by its distinctive plumage. The head and neck were
predominantly whitish with a large blackish patch on the side
of the head. The underparts were predominantly white with a
poorly defined blackish and light brown band on the breast. The
wings and back were blackish with elongated whitish scapulars.
The central part of the rump and central tail feathers were also
black; however, the characteristic long tail streamers were absent,
which meant that the bird was immature (Robertson & Savard
2020). The bill was black with a large subterminal pinkish band.
The pinkish band on the bill and more whitish head and crown
indicated that it was a male. It was looking considerably smaller
than the Eurasian Coot Fulica atra, along which it was moving
[172]. It again flew after some time [173] and settled too far away
to locate it again. Subsequently, the duck was seen on multiple
occasions during February, giving ample opportunities to improve
the photographs [174], and the last sighting was on 20 February
2023. During early mornings it was seen close to shore and after
that, it was usually seen feeding in slightly deeper water, about
30-50 m from the shore. During feeding it usually remained
underwater for about 20-30 seconds, staying on the surface for
only a few seconds. Long-tailed Duck is amongst the deepest
divers among waterfowl and is known to dive up to impressive
depths of 5-22 m. It has been recovered from even 66 m depth
(Robertson & Savard 2020).
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172. Long-tailed Duck (right) compared with Eurasian Coot.
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