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(WCMA) and later confirmed by PY. We visited the area to
observe the ducks and photographed them feeding in the lake
[176, 177]. The ducks remained in the lake for about a week, and
we regularly observed them feeding by diving into the waters, a
behaviour which we also videographed.

The last documented report of the species from the Kashmir
region was from Hokersar lake; a male shot by the Maharaja of
Kashmir on 17 October 1939 and identified by Ludlow (Ludlow
1940; Praveen et al. 2014). The species has also been reported
from Gharana Wetland in the Jammu region of the UT Jammu &
Kashmir in March 2013 (Raj 2014), and in April 2013, where it
remained until 05 May 2013 (Jamwal et al. 2017). The species
has also been reported from Spangmik, Pangong Tso, Ladakh in
2013 with two sightings in June and September (Borse 2013;
Hymakar 2013; Praveen et al. 2014). There are no previous
sightings of Long-tailed Duck documented from Wular Lake.
Wular Lake and its associated marshes lie on the floodplains of
the River Jhelum in the Kashmir Valley and is designated as an
Important Bird Area (IBA) (BirdLife International 2023). It is also
designated as a Wetland of International Importance, especially
as a waterfowl habitat, under the Ramsar Convention in 1990
(Anonymous 2023). Our records exemplify its importance as a
wintering ground for migratory birds and warrant its continued
protection and conservation.

176. Long-tailed Ducks in Wular Lake.

177. Long-tailed Ducks in Wular Lake.
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Changeable Hawk Eagles Nisaetus cirrhatus nesting

in association with Dwarf Honey Bees Apis florea

The Changeable Hawk Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus is a common
resident from eastern Rajasthan, through the Gangetic plain
to southern West Bengal and the entire Indian peninsula. It is
found mainly in dry-deciduous and semi-evergreen forests and
well wooded country (Grimmett et al. 2011). Here we report
its nesting association with Dwarf Honey Bees Apis florea.
Guidelines for nesting biology (Barve et al. 2020) have been
carefully followed during our documentation.

On 13 May 2023, we were birding at 1030 h at Jhameshwar
Mahadev (24.46°N, 73.87°E), in Udaipur District of Rajasthan,
India. The area is a forested valley surrounded by hills on all
sides. We found the nest of a Changeable Hawk Eagle on a
Silk Cotton Bombax ceiba tree with a nestling. On closer
observation we saw a hive of Dwarf Honey Bees in the nest of
the eagle. The placement of the hive within the nest suggested
that it had been built after the Hawk Eagle nest was constructed
[178, 179]. We returned on 21 May 2023 to observe the
nest and make further observations. For the first hour of our
observation the bird remained on the nest, but it left at 0910
h. It returned to the nest at 0940 h. An Oriental Honey Buzzard
Pernis ptilorhynchus was seen flying close to the nest but did
not interact with the nest in any way.
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-1 79. Honey Bee hive highlighted in black box.

The birds entered the nest from the opposite direction of the
hive. Throughout our observation there was no interaction between
the birds and the bees. There are many records worldwide of
nesting birds associating with social insects and it appears that
this may not be due to chance (Moreau 1942; Aimeida & Anjos-
Silva 2015). The most common group of insects with which birds
associate when nesting are aculeate Hymenopterans (bees and
wasps). A literature search revealed no recent observations of
nesting Changeable Hawk Eagles associating with Apis floreg,
although there was a single observation of nesting Changeable
Hawk Eagles associating with Giant Honey Bees Apis dorsata, a
bee species known to be aggressive towards predators from Sri
Lanka (Senanayake et al. 2017).

Nest predation is a major factor influencing breeding success
in birds and has played a significant role in the evolution of
nesting strategies (Blanco & Tella 1997). Thus, an association
with a relatively aggressive species can be seen as a strategy
designed to afford protection from nest predators (Quinn & Ueta
2008). In this case however, which species was benefiting from
the association is an open question, especially since the hive was
built after the nest was constructed. Changeable Hawk Eagles
are aggressive and powerful raptors, and in this case, the bees
were likely getting protection from their predators like Oriental

Honey Buzzard by having their nest within the eagle’s nest. The
protection the bees could offer the eagle may not be of much
value.

We thank Satish Kumar Sharma, Anil Sarsavan, Manoj
Kulshreshta, and Anil Kumar Tripathi for their inputs and insightful
discussions on our observations.
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A Brown Rock Chat Oenanthe fusca feeding moss
Polytrichum sp. to nestlings

The Brown Rock Chat Oenanthe fusca is a bird adapted to
arid habitats and is endemic to the Indian subcontinent. It is
distributed from Pakistan in the northwest, Goa in the south, to
West Bengal in the east (Collar 2020). Brown Rock Chats build
a cup-shaped nest made of grass, root fibres, wool, hair etc. in
crevices in rocks, cliffs and large old buildings (White 1919; Singh
2007). The foundation of the nest is made up of clay and large
pebbles (White 1919). Brown Rock Chats feed mainly on insects,
picked off the ground. They are also known to eat human food
(Varu 2013; Kansara 2020).

We observed the nest of a Brown Rock Chat on the college
campus of Nimbahera (24.62°N, 74.67°E), Chittorgarh,
Rajasthan, India following all guidelines (Barve et al. 2020).
We documented our observations using a Nikon P500 camera
between 20 June 2023 and 27 July 2023. The nest was built on
a pile of pebbles that the adults had accumulated. It contained
three eggs which hatched around 08 July 2023. From 12 July to
27 July 2023, AKS observed that the nestlings were fed different
types of insects (orthopterans, dipterans, and hymenopterans)
by the parents. On 24 July 2023 at 1106 h, AKS observed the
adult feeding some plant material to its nestlings [180]. This
plant material was identified by AKT as green moss, likely
Polytrichum juniperinum. According to the literature, a number
of birds have been documented feeding on moss and using it in
their nest (Glime 2017) but moss being fed to nestlings is not
known in Brown Rock Chats. This observation was taken from a
room with poor light conditions. Following guidelines of studying
nesting biology (Barve et al. 2020), although AKS observed the
nestlings being fed with moss, he could not capture it in an
image as it would have necessitated using a flash.



