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171. Lapland Longspur showing rufous greater coverts with white tips and white outer edges
to outer rectrices.

Identification relied on the short, stubby conical bill, black
patch bordering the brown ear-coverts, sandy-rufous wide
supercilium widening behind the eye and extending down the
sides of the nape, well-streaked upperparts, rufous greater-
coverts with white tips, long primary projection, short tail with
a notch, white outer-edges to outer rectrices, and distinctly long
hind claws. It is a first-winter individual based on the streaked
breast and fairly narrow and pointed tail feathers. Sexing is a bit
more complicated in first-winter plumage and hence we cannot
be certain.

The only record from the Indian subcontinent till date is from
Bhutan (Chopel & Sherub 2016) and hence ours is the first
instance of the species occurring in India.
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Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis and Baikal

Teal Sibirionetta formosa from Himachal Pradesh:
Additions to the avifauna of the state

Himachal Pradesh in India is home to numerous wetlands,
among which Pong Lake, Chandra Tal Lake, and Renuka Lake
are designated Ramsar wetlands (Anonymous 2023a). These
sites are safeguarded as wildlife sanctuaries: Pong Dam Lake
Wildlife Sanctuary (207.59 sq. km), Chandratal Wildlife Sanctuary
(50.09 sq. km), and Renuka Ji Wildlife Sanctuary (3.87 sq. km)
(Anonymous 2023b). Large numbers of waterfow! of various
species, visit the state during winter. Pong Lake stands as the
most significant wetland in Himachal Pradesh, distinguished by its
substantial density and diversity of water-dependent bird species

(Abhinav et al. 2018). Renuka Lake, a natural water body, sustains
a modest population of ducks throughout the winter season. We
report two new species of ducks from the state, Long-tailed Duck
Clangula hyemalis and Baikal Teal Sibirionetta formosa, from
Pong Lake and Renuka Lake respectively. The two species have
not been reported from the state (den Besten 2004; Dhadwal
& Kanwar 2018).

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis

During the Annual Bird Census of Pong Lake on 31 January
2023, CA took the boat to count the birds in deep water, along
with forest guards AD and Dilbag Singh Thakur. We travelled
from Nagrota Surian to Dehra and then to Ranser Island and
came back, covering around 35 km distance in the deep water
(measured by Google Maps). Just before reaching the shore
in the evening, CA noticed a distinctive duck flying close to the
surface of the water, ¢.200 m offshore (32.04°N, 76.04°E; ¢.400
m asl). It was predominantly white with blackish wings and back.
Disturbed by our boat, it kept on flying for the next five minutes,
frequently changing directions and settled ¢.500 m away from us.
After going close to that spot, the details of the birds were well
seen. It was immediately identified as Long-tailed Duck Clangula
hyemalis by its distinctive plumage. The head and neck were
predominantly whitish with a large blackish patch on the side
of the head. The underparts were predominantly white with a
poorly defined blackish and light brown band on the breast. The
wings and back were blackish with elongated whitish scapulars.
The central part of the rump and central tail feathers were also
black; however, the characteristic long tail streamers were absent,
which meant that the bird was immature (Robertson & Savard
2020). The bill was black with a large subterminal pinkish band.
The pinkish band on the bill and more whitish head and crown
indicated that it was a male. It was looking considerably smaller
than the Eurasian Coot Fulica atra, along which it was moving
[172]. It again flew after some time [173] and settled too far away
to locate it again. Subsequently, the duck was seen on multiple
occasions during February, giving ample opportunities to improve
the photographs [174], and the last sighting was on 20 February
2023. During early mornings it was seen close to shore and after
that, it was usually seen feeding in slightly deeper water, about
30-50 m from the shore. During feeding it usually remained
underwater for about 20-30 seconds, staying on the surface for
only a few seconds. Long-tailed Duck is amongst the deepest
divers among waterfowl and is known to dive up to impressive
depths of 5-22 m. It has been recovered from even 66 m depth
(Robertson & Savard 2020).
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172. Long-tailed Duck (right) compared with Eurasian Coot.
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173. Long-tailed Duck showing its underside.

174. Long-tailed Duck close-up.

Long-tailed Duck has a circumpolar range. It breeds in
subarctic and arctic areas of Alaska, northern Canada, Greenland,
Iceland, northern Scandinavia, and northern Russia and winters
at sea further south, as far as Washington and South Carolina
in the United States, the United Kingdom in Europe, Korea on
the Asian Pacific coast, and other areas including the Black Sea,
Caspian Sea, and Great Lakes (Robertson & Savard 2020; Birdlife
International 2023). It has been recorded as a vagrant in

Correspondence

several countries, including India, where it has been recorded in
scattered localities across the northern and northeastern parts of
the country (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; Robertson & Savard
2020). It normally winters in marine waters, however, in the
subcontinent, it is found on freshwater lakes and large rivers
(Grimmett et al. 1998). The species has been recorded in the
surrounding states, and the records are tabulated in Table 1.
Long-tailed Duck has been listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN,
as severe decline has been detected in the European wintering
population of this species (BirdLife International 2023). Praveen
et al. (2014) compiled a total of eight records of Long-tailed
Ducks from India, and after that, it was only seen in Wular Lake,
Kashmir, in 2023 (see elsewhere in this issue). It is interesting
that before 2013, there were only four records of the species
from India; however, it was seen in four different locations in
2013 (Praveen et al. 2014), and after a decade, it was seen
in two wetlands simultaneously. The present record is the first
for the state of Himachal Pradesh and the tenth record of this
species for India.

Baikal Teal Sibirionetta formosa

On 21 January 2023, VS was scanning ducks in the easternmost
part of Renuka Lake in the Renuka Ji Wildlife Sanctuary, Sirmaur
District, Himachal Pradesh (30.61°N, 77.46°E; c350 m asl).
The ducks are mostly seen in the shallower eastern part of the
Lake. This part provides better cover and recreational boating is
absent here. VS noticed an unfamiliar duck among ¢.200 birds,
which included Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus, Mallard
Anas platyrhynchos, Common Teal A. crecca, and Eurasian
Wigeon Mareca penelope. It had a striking head marking, with
black on the crown and forehead, which was separated from
the iridescent dark green band on the sides of the head by a
whitish supercilium. The rest of the head was yellowish with a
black line running vertically from eyes to the black throat. Other
distinctive features were striped, distinctly long scapulars and two
pale, vertical lines on the sides of the body. It became clear from
the field guide (Grimmett et al. 2011) that it was a Baikal Teal
Sibirionetta formosa. CA and HC visited the lake two days later
and the duck was still there in the lake. It was foraging along with
other ducks. It was not shy and came within 20 m of us while
feeding [175]. The bird was seen multiple times thereafter and
the last sighting was on 10 February 2023.

Table 1. Records of the Long-tailed Duck in the states/Union Territories close to Himachal Pradesh

Sl no State/UT Date Location Details Reference

1 Jammu and 17 October 1939 Hokersar Lake [=Hokra A male shot by the Maharaja of Kashmir ~ Ludlow (1940)
Kashmir Jheel], Srinagar District, Kashmir and identified by Ludlow

2 Jammu and March to 05 May 2013 Gharana Wetland, One female in winter plumage photo-  Raj (2014); Jamwal et al. (2017)
Kashmir Jammu District, Jammu graphed

3 Jammuand 22 January-28 February Wular Lake, Baramulla District, Five birds photographed See elsewhere in this issue.
Kashmir 2023 Kashmir

4 Ladakh 25 June 2013 Spangmik, Pangong Tso, Leh District  Two birds photographed Borse (2013)

5 Ladakh September 2013 -do- A male photographed Hymakar (2013)

6 Uttarakhand 19 January 1991 Asan Barrage [=Dhalipur Sight record of two males Singh (1991);

Lake], Dehradun District Mohan et al. (1992)
7 Punjab 07 February 2001 Harike Wetland Sight record of a single bird Prasad 2008
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175. Baikal Teal at Renuka Lake.

Baikal Teal's breeding range includes eastern Siberia from
Yenisey Valley, eastwards to Kamchatka, and the Sea of Okhotsk
coast. It winters mainly in Japan, South Korea, and mainland China
and rarely in Taiwan (Carboneras & Kirwan 2020). Baikal Teal is a
winter vagrant to India and most of the records are from eastern
and north-eastern India (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). There
have been only a few records from the rest of the country, and
these are from Gujarat, Delhi area, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya
Pradesh (Grimmett et al. 2011). The nearest records are from
the Delhi area where it has been seen on multiple occasions,
in November 1879 (Hume & Marshall 1881), May 1947 (Ali
& Ripley 1987), February 2006 (Harvey et al. 2006), February
2011, April and December 2013 (Vyas 2019). It has not been
recorded from the surrounding states of Punjab, Uttarakhand, and
Union territories of Ladakh, and Jammu and Kashmir (Grimmett
et al. 2011). The present record is the first record for Himachal
Pradesh and adds to the handful of records of the species from
northern India.

CA thanks the Wildlife Wing of the HP forest department and
DFO Sanjeev Singh for the invitation and arrangements in the
Annual Bird Census of Pong Lake, Dilbag Sigh Thakur, and Vijay
Kumar for the company in the field.
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The Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis at Wular
Lake, Kashmir

The Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis inhabits arctic and
subarctic shores and winters in the boreal zone of the Atlantic
and Pacific oceans (Cramp & Simmons 1977). It winters in the
western Palearctic and the Baltic Sea is a crucial location (Laursen
1989). The species is considered as a winter vagrant in the Indian
Subcontinent with scattered reports across northern localities,
where it is recorded on open fresh water, albeit found in coastal
waters in normal wintering range (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012).
It breeds on small tundra lakes, pools, bogs, rivers and coastal
sites of high Arctic, but generally avoids wooded tundra, although
in northern Scandinavia it does reach arctic-alpine zone among
willows and dwarf birch; and it winters mostly at sea, generally
far offshore, but also inland in large, deep freshwater lakes or
brackish lagoons (Carboneras & Kirwan 2016).

On 22 January 2022, five Long-tailed Ducks were found at
Wular Lake in Kashmir (34.36°N, 74.56°E; 1,580 m asl), one of
the largest freshwater lakes in India. The ducks were first spotted
by SM of the Wular Conservation and Management Authority



