
Fig. 1. Past, and current sightings of Ashy Woodswallow in Madhya Pradesh. DISCLAIMER: The 
external boundaries of India, as depicted here, may not be accurate and are not authenticated 
by the Government of India.
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Sykes’s Nightjar Caprimulgus mahrattensis
in Rajasthan: Status and distribution
Sykes’s Nightjar Caprimulgus mahrattensis is a summer visitor 
to south-west Afghanistan, mostly resident in Pakistan (Indus 
Valley) and the Mekran Coast and disperses widely in winter 
in western India (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). However, its 
movements are poorly known and after its breeding season, it 
disperses widely, wintering throughout western and central India, 
where it has been recorded from Rajasthan, Kachchh, northern 
Gujarat, Saurashtra, northwester parts of Maharashtra (erstwhile 
western Khandesh) the Deccan and Konkan regions, southwards 
to northern Mysore (Cleere & Kirwan 2020).

Ripley (1982) did not mention it occurring in Rajasthan. 
However, Ali & Ripley (1983), and Holyoak (2001: 528–541) 
stated that it possibly bred there. Rasmussen & Anderton (2005, 
2012) described it as a winter migrant throughout Rajasthan. 
Kazmierczak (2000) and Grimmett et al. (2011) merely showed 
one or two isolated records from the state. 

On 7 August 2020 a freshly killed nightjar was found on the 
road between Loharki and Ajasar (27.15°N, 71.75°E) Jaisalmer 
District by members of the ERDS Foundation, a local conservation 
NGO working for Great Indian Bustard Ardeotis nigriceps 
conservation with local communities in Jaisalmer. On 8 August 
2020 another field worker of the same NGO rescued an injured 
nightjar from the Rasla area (26.72°N, 71.33°E). HSS received 
photographs of both the birds for identification. He identified 
them as a male and a female, respectively, of Sykes’s Nightjar on 
the basis of wing and tail patterns. 

The presence of two birds in two different locations of the 
Thar Desert in August is noteworthy, as all other previous sightings 
of the species from the Thar Desert were between September 
and March (Table 1). 

Later, DK observed nine birds hawking insects while he drove 
from Munabao to Sundara [40], and Pochida to Loonar between 
2030–0100 h on 17–18 September 2021. A dead bird was also 
found on the road, hit by a vehicle [41]. These sightings strongly 
corroborate the earlier passage records of the species in the Thar 
Desert.

Table 1. Nearest sighting records and its comparison with current sighting

Sr. No Date Location Current sighting References Photographic evidence

1. 08 Feb 1993 Sawai Madhopur (Rajasthan) 80 kms in E Gregory (1993) No

2. Sep 1973/ Feb 2009/20 Bharatpur-Keoladeo NP (Rajasthan) 138 kms in S Hutton (2009) No

3. 18 Oct 1995 Jaipur (Rajasthan) 185 kms in SE Warren & Warren (1995) No

4. 18 Aug 2021 Kota (Rajasthan) 190 kms in E Singhal (2021) Yes

5. 07 Feb 2020 Satpura Tiger Reserve (Madhya Pradesh) 390 kms in N Anonymous (2020) No
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40. Sykes’s Nightjar male, near Munabao, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. 

41. Sykes’s Nightjar female, near Pochida, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. 
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A review of the sightings of Sykes’s Nightjar from Rajasthan 
(Table 1) reveals that most of the records are from the Thar 
Desert in the western part of the state and occur during autumn 
and winter (Table 2). In fact, there seems to occur a noticeable 
influx during passage of the birds during autumn from September 
to October. However, its presence in June indicates that the 
species is resident, at least in small numbers, in the Thar Desert 
and possibly breeds. On the other hand, there are hardly any 
records of Sykes’s Nightjar from the rest of Rajasthan, with just 
two records from Bharatpur and Sawai Madhopur, the most 
watched areas of the state (Table 1). 

Table 2. Month-wise records of Sykes’s Nightjar in Rajasthan 

January 4 July 0

February 3 August 2

March 3 September 3

April 0 October 2

May 0 November 3

June 1 December 3
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Table 1. Records of Sykes’s Nightjar in Rajasthan 

No Site Dates Type Max. no. Reference/Report

1 Bharatpur 22-11-1967 Specimen no. 23513674 in 
BNHS collection

1 Abdulali (1972)

2 Jaisalmer 22-11-1999 Sight record 3 Moske (1999)

3 Ranau, Jaisalmer 8-9-2001 Roadkill 1 HSS

4 Akal, Jaisalmer 12-12-2007 Photograph 1 Dick Forsman and Rishad Naoroji with HSS

5 Ranthambore, Sawai Madhopur 11-12-2008 Sight/photo record 1 Benstead (20

6 Murar, Jaisalmer 8-3-2009 Sight record 1 Sangha (2009)

7 Jaisalmer 29-01-2020 Photograph 1 https://www.birdtourasia.com

8 Akal, Jaisalmer January 2013 Sight record 1 (West India 20 January–3 February 2013) 

9 Akal, Jaisalmer 21-1-2013 Sight record 1 Spinks (2013)

10 Sam, Desert National Park 17-10-2013 Photograph 1 Naik (2013)

11 Sudasari, Desert National Park 10-1-2015 Sight record 1 Gavin & Mal (2015)

12 Between Sam to Khuri, Jaisalmer 25-2-2018 Sight record 3 Singal (2018)

13 Ramgarh, between Sam and Khuiyala 23-11-2018 Photograph / roadkill 2 Devi (2018)

14 Akal, Jaisalmer 31-12-2018 Photograph 1 Lorenz (2018)

15 Between Netsi and Longewala, Jaisalmer 16-2-2020 Sight record 1 Deomurari (2020)

16 Akal, Jaisalmer 1-3-2020 Sight record 1 Schwartz (2020)

17 Akal, Jaisalmer 11-2-2020 Photograph 1 Sergey (2020)

18 Jaithwai, Jaisalmer 14-6-2020 Photograph 4 Chiu (2020)

19 Between Loharki and Ajasar, Jaisalmer 7-8-2020 Roadkill 1 SD

20 Rasla, Jaisalmer 8-8-2020 Injured bird 1 SD

21 Sankra, Jaisalmer 23-10-2020 Sight record — Vinod Puri, pers. comm. 

22 Munabao–Sundara, and Pochida–Loonar, Jaisalmer 18-9-2021 Sight record / roadkill 9 DK

23 Akal, Jaisalmer 27-3-2022 Sight and photo record 1 Kearns (2022)

24 Sundara–Miyajlar 1-9-2022 Sight record 2 DK
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A breeding record of the Eastern Grass Owl  
Tyto longimembris from Assam, and its status
On 2 October 2021, while birding with his uncle, Mohan 
Sonowal, at the Laina chapori (=river island) (27.70°N, 95.48°E) 
near Dangori village in Tinuskia District, Assam, AS observed an 
odd-looking owl flying towards him, and captured a few record 

shots. He initially misidentified it as a Barn Owl Tyto alba. His 
photographs were compared to field guide illustrations before 
being shared to peers for identification. It was later confirmed to 
be an Eastern Grass Owl T. longimembris. Following that, AS and 
MP went to the chapori and spotted two of them [42a].

42a. Male (right) and female (left) Eastern Grass Owl in the nest. Pic. Apurba Sonowal
42b. Female Eastern Grass Owl in the nest.

On 11 October, AS and LMA visited the Laina chapori to 
observe the birds [42b] and to explore the various microhabitats 
within it. The owls were seen in a large and continuous patch of 
Imperata cylindrica interspersed with/surrounded by Cynodon 
dactylon, Saccharum spontaneum, Phragmites karka, Tamarix 
dioica, etc. 

On 17 October 2021, AS noticed that the birds where visiting 
the site regularly as there was a nest. For further study, we adhered 
to all the nesting biology guidelines in Barve et al. (2020). Once 
it was determined that this was a nesting site, our visits were 
always scheduled in advance. The nesting site was always visited 
wearing dull-coloured clothes. A total of 33 visits were made to 
the nesting site from the month of October to January. We used 
cameras (Nikon P900-point and shoot) and Nikon D7200-DSLR 
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