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observed it carefully. On 26 February 2022, | again sighted the
bird in the middle of the same habitat in Hokersar wetland. The
bird had chocolate brown head, slaty-grey back and tail, and
white flanks, belly, and breast. On careful observation of the field
characters, examination of the photographs, and with the help of
expert birders, it was identified as a female Common Goldeneye.
There are historic records of the Common Goldeneye having
been shot from Wular lake and in Hokersar (Ward 1907). Since
then, there are no reports of sighting of this species from the
region (Rahmani & Islam 2008; Suhail et al. 2020; eBird 2022)
and hence this seems to be the first definitive record, with
photographic evidence, of the Common Goldeneye from the
Kashmir Valley since 1907.

»
»

38. Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula at Hokarsar wetland, Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir.
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Sightings of multiple individuals of Ashy
Woodswallow Artamus fuscus from various parts of
Kuno National Park, Madhya Pradesh, India

The Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus is found throughout the
Indian Subcontinent (southwards up to Sri Lanka), eastwards
to Myanmar, south & south-eastern China (including Hainan),
Thailand (except in the southern parts), and Indochina (Rowley
& Russell 2020). Though the species is widely distributed in
the southern parts of India, and in a few parts of Rajasthan and
Guijarat (Vyas et al. 2015), it is largely absent in the northern parts
of Madhya Pradesh (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; Grimmett et

al. 2011).

During our two-day bird survey in Kuno National Park, we
spotted more than 15 Ashy Woodswallows [39] in the Agara
range (25.93°N, 77.23°E) on 30 April 2022. On the next day
we recorded 10+ individuals near Ransingh Talaiya (25.95°N,
77.26°E). At both the sites, the woodswallows were flying with
Red-rumped Swallows Cecropis daurica and Little Swifts Apus
affinis. At the first site we observed the birds till dark and realised
that this was their roosting site. They roosted in groups. Both
the sites are located next to waterbodies, namely, Agra Taal and
Ransingh Talaiya respectively. Apart from our observations, six
more Ashy Woodswallows were reported from Pulpur, Ahera, and
near Jhankyapur village by Arvind Gajbhiye, Sachin Matkar, and
Jaipal Singh respectively during the bird survey.

39. Ashy Woodswallow from Agara range, Kuno National Park.

I did a literature search of the following sources, GBIF (www.
gbif.org), eBird (www.ebird.org), and field guides with distribution
information and maps (Ali & Ripley 1983; Kazmierczak 2000;
Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; Grimmett et al. 2011), to locate
other reports of Ashy Woodswallows in the neighbourhood.
Though the species has not been reported from northermn
Madhya Pradesh, there are a few reports from Rajasthan (Table
1). The nearest site from the location being reported here, is
Sawai Madhopur in Rajasthan (Gregory 1993; Grimmett et al.
2016) which is c. 80 km westwards. The closest site where a
photograph is available for examination is from Kota (Rajasthan)
which is ¢. 190 kms west of the present location (Singhal 2021).
There are a few reports from the southern and eastern parts of
Madhya Pradesh as well (Fig. 1).

I am indebted to Priyanka G. Trivedi (Trivedi EnviroUrban
Geospatial Solution) for providing the GIS images. | would like to
thank Wildlife and Nature Conservancy (WNC) team and Forest
department of Kuno National Park for providing all necessary help
and support. | thank Anuj Raina and Apurv Pirke for providing
literature related support.
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Table 1. Nearest sighting records and its comparison with current sighting

Sr.No  Date Location

1. 08 Feb 1993 Sawai Madhopur (Rajasthan)

2. Sep 1973/ Feb 2009/20 Bharatpur-Keoladeo NP (Rajasthan)

3. 18 Oct 1995 Jaipur (Rajasthan)

4. 18 Aug 2021 Kota (Rajasthan)

5, 07 Feb 2020 Satpura Tiger Reserve (Madhya Pradesh)

Current sighting References Photographic evidence
80 kms in E Gregory (1993) No
138 kmsin S Hutton (2009) No
185 kms in SE Warren & Warren (1995) No
190 kms in E Singhal (2021) Yes
390 kms in N Anonymous (2020) No
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Fig. 1. Past, and current sightings of Ashy Woodswallow in Madhya Pradesh. DISCLAIMER: The
external boundaries of India, as depicted here, may not be accurate and are not authenticated
by the Government of India.
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Sykes's Nightjar Caprimulgus mahrattensis

in Rajasthan: Status and distribution

Sykes's Nightjar Caprimulgus mahrattensis is a summer visitor
to south-west Afghanistan, mostly resident in Pakistan (Indus
Valley) and the Mekran Coast and disperses widely in winter
in western India (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). However, its
movements are poorly known and after its breeding season, it
disperses widely, wintering throughout western and central India,
where it has been recorded from Rajasthan, Kachchh, northern
Gujarat, Saurashtra, northwester parts of Maharashtra (erstwhile
western Khandesh) the Deccan and Konkan regions, southwards
to northern Mysore (Cleere & Kirwan 2020).

Ripley (1982) did not mention it occurring in Rajasthan.
However, Ali & Ripley (1983), and Holyoak (2001: 528-541)
stated that it possibly bred there. Rasmussen & Anderton (2005,
2012) described it as a winter migrant throughout Rajasthan.
Kazmierczak (2000) and Grimmett et al. (2011) merely showed
one or two isolated records from the state.

On 7 August 2020 a freshly killed nightjar was found on the
road between Loharki and Ajasar (27.15°N, 71.75°E) Jaisalmer
District by members of the ERDS Foundation, a local conservation
NGO working for Great Indian Bustard Ardeotis nigriceps
conservation with local communities in Jaisalmer. On 8 August
2020 another field worker of the same NGO rescued an injured
nightjar from the Rasla area (26.72°N, 71.33°E). HSS received
photographs of both the birds for identification. He identified
them as a male and a female, respectively, of Sykes's Nightjar on
the basis of wing and tail patterns.

The presence of two birds in two different locations of the
Thar Desert in August is noteworthy, as all other previous sightings
of the species from the Thar Desert were between September
and March (Table 1).

Later, DK observed nine birds hawking insects while he drove
from Munabao to Sundara [40], and Pochida to Loonar between
2030-0100 h on 17—18 September 2021. A dead bird was also
found on the road, hit by a vehicle [41]. These sightings strongly
corroborate the earlier passage records of the species in the Thar
Desert.
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