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Site fidelity in a Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris from 
the Gulf of Kachchh, western India
The Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris (Horsfield 1821) is an iconic 
species among waders, and a study of its migration patterns has 
provided an increase in the knowledge of waders of the East 
Asian-Australasian Flyway (Lisovski et al. 2016). The species 
also migrates across the Central Asian Flyway and is amongst 
the top twenty priority species for India (Anon 2018).  They 
breed in North-East Siberia, Russia (Tomkovich 1996) and its 
non-breeding range extends along the coastline of SE Asia to 
the coasts of Australia and westwards to India, Bangladesh, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and up to the eastern coast of the Arabian 
Peninsula (Gils et al. 2020, Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). This 
correspondence focuses on a colour-marked individual that has 
been recorded over three years in Kachchh, Gujarat during the 
non-breeding period.

Balachadi (22.58°N 70.19°E) is a coastal village of the 
Jamnagar district situated on the southern coast of Gulf of 
Kachchh of Gujarat state of India. The intertidal area was visited 
on 06 October 2019 by Yashodhan Bhatia (YB) and Ashish 
Pankhania (AP) and a tagged Great Knot [29] as photographed 
amongst 20 Great Knots. There were two leg flags on the left 
tibia, a black flag without any number was over a yellow band 
which had ‘6Z’ engraved on it in black. A metal ring on the right 
tibia was also visible. 

Dr. Dmitry Dorofeev (Senior Researcher, All-Russian Research 
Institute of Nature) informed us that he had tagged this individual 
(6Z) in Kamchatka in far Eastern Russia on 17 July 2019 as 
an adult; caught on its roost with a special trap locally known 
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as ‘taynik’ (Dmitry Dorofeev verbally). Later, after molecular 
analysis, ‘6Z’ was confirmed to be a female. This bird travelled 
approximately 7,700 km to reach Balachadi (Fig. 1). 

In subsequent visits, the bird was observed and 
photographed roosting and foraging along with other waders, 
terns, and gulls.  Observations of 6Z were made  in flocks of 
Great Knots ranging between 10 to over 400 individuals. Such 
observations, provided by birders and photographers visiting the 
area, are summarized in Table 1. These re-sightings indicate that 
this particular individual spent the entire non-breeding (winter) 
period of 2019–20, 2020–21, and 2021–22 in this area.

In 2020, we visited the site till 20 March 2020 before the 
COVID-19-related lockdown was imposed in India. Further 

29. Great Knot 6Z was first photographed on 06 October 2019 (note active wing moult in all 
individuals).
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sightings were not possible until the restrictions were lifted in 
September 2020. To keep a record of the re-sightings of this 
bird, we started a Facebook page ‘The story of 6Z Great Knot’ 
in October 2020. Furthermore, we disseminated an information 
brochure widely in the state requesting information about  
this individual. Besides Great Knot ‘6Z’ in Gujarat, as we report 
here, there have been at least four observations of colour-
flagged Great Knot from the west and east coasts of the  
Indian mainland.

This particular Great Knot,  after it departs Jamnagar during 
summer is not sighted in the Russian tundra. As a matter of 
fact, there are no records of re-sightings of any of the tagged 
Great Knots from their breeding grounds, as they nest in very 
remote regions which are still inaccessible by birdwatchers and 
ornithologists. (Dmitry Dorofeev pers comm.). During northward 
migration, Great Knots fly nonstop to breeding areas, through the 
Russian part of the East-Asian Australasian Flyway region without 
a stopover (Tomkovich, 1997).

30. Great Knot 6Z assuming non-breeding plumage, was photographed on 25 October 2020.

Surprisingly, Great Knot 6Z was re-sighted in the subsequent 
non-breeding period on 29 August 2021 after a gap of just four 
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Fig. 1. Known end points of migration of 6Z from Kamchatka and Jamnagar.

Table 1. Summary of sightings of Great Knot 6Z at Balachadi intertidal area, Gujarat, 
India (October 2019–March 2022)

Sl. No. Date No. of Great Knots 
(Minimum count)

Observers

1 06 October 2019 40 YB &AP

2 12 December 2019 -- KJ

3 21 February 2020 -- HK

4 05 March 2020 -- Nalsarovar Birders

5 20 March 2020 80 YB, MB

6 10 October 2020 50 YB, MB

7 25 October 2020 200 YB, MB, AP [30]

8 04 November 2020 -- AR, VM

9 10 November 2020 50 YB, AD, RB

10 24 November 2020 20 HK&AP

11 11 December 2020 -- CS

12 11 January 2021 30 YB, MB, AP

13 15 January 2021 20 SSD, CM, CS

14 20 January 2021 -- MT

15 09 March 2021 80 YB, MB, AP

16 24 March 2021 125 YB, MB, AP [31]

17 28 March 2021 50 SSD, CM, VD, CS

18 05 April 2021 -- VT, AG

19 06 April 2021 200 YB, MB

20 29 August 2021 10 AP, JR, HK

21 15 October 2021 100 YB, MB, AP [32]

22 31 October 2021 100 YB, MB, AP

23 30-November 2021 125 YB, MB, AP

24 14 December 2021 100 YB, MB, AP

25 12 March 2022 300 YB, MB, AP [33]

26 27 March 2022 400 YB, MB, AP

27 30 March 2022 100 YB, MB, AP

Table 2. The four prior instances of flagged Great Knots being reported from India

Date      Observed by     Observed at location   Tagged at location   Flag Details      

01 February 2008 Sumit Sen & others Henry’s Island, West Bengal Chongming Dao, China Black over white ‘LW’  

02 August 2016 Babre & Kasambe  Chinchani, Maharashtra Chongming Dongtan, China Black over white 

03 October 2018 Varu & Varu    Jamnagar, Gujarat   Kamchatka, Russia  Black over yellow ‘VM’ 

04 November 2020 Avinash Bhagat  Akshi Beach, Maharashtra Yalujiang, China   Green over orange flag 

YB: Yashodhan Bhatia, AP: Ashish Pankhania, MB: Dr. Mehul Bhadania, KJ: Kunal Joshi,  
HK: Hiren Khambhayata, AR: Aditya Roy, VM: Vishal Mistry, AD: Arpit Deomurari, RB: Dr. Rahul 
Bhagwat, CS: Chetu Sitapara, SSD: Sejal Shah Daniel, CM: Chagan Modhvadia, VD: Vaneet 
Daniel, MT: Manish Trivedi, VT: Vishwas Thakkar, AG: Ankur Gohil, JR: Jagat Raval

and a half months. This short return interval may be a validation 
of the fact that the female departs the breeding grounds after 
the eggs hatch, leaving the male to tend to the chicks (Van Gills 
et al. 1996).
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31. Great Knot 6Z having started acquiring breeding plumage on 24 March 2021, with Pallas’s 
Gull Larus ichthyaetus and Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

The re-sighting of ‘6Z’ consecutively over three winter seasons 
at Balachadi provides evidence of winter site fidelity for this bird. 
Such site fidelity can be attributed to the age and sex of the bird 
(Lourenco et al. 2016) or there can be multiple factors (Sutherland 
et al. 2004), such as availability of food and/or secure habitats, 
which would need to be assessed through research. Site fidelity 
has been recorded in Great Knot in Australia where Higgins & 
Davies (1996)  have given details of the recapture of banded 
birds at the banding site, often with considerable time between 
captures. In India, site fidelity is said to exist to some extent with 
10% of banded birds re-trapped on the same grounds in the 
subsequent year (Sangha 2021). 

 
32 and 33. Great Knot 6Z photographed on 15 October 2021 acquiring non-
breeding plumage (left) and on 12 March 2022, acquiring breeding plumage (right)

We are thankful to Taej Mundkur for initial data retrieval and 
in reviewing an early draft of this note. We are exceptionally 
grateful to Dmitry Dorofeev, Senior researcher at All-Russian 
Research Institute for Environmental Protection, for providing 
information regarding this banded bird. We are thankful to Late 
Jaydev Nansey of Nirmal Foundation frd, Jamnagar, INTACH and 
BNHS for support in publishing and releasing the brochure at 
CMS COP 13 held at Gandhinagar, Gujarat, in February 2020. We 
are also thankful to to the officers and staff of the Marine National 
Park, Jamnagar for their constant support during area visits. We 
thank the observers (see Table 1) for sharing their sightings of 
this particular Great Knot. 
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An Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum egg in a 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus nest
On 6 June 2022, at 1006 h, while returning after bird watching 
at Bhigwan, Pune (18.28°N, 74.77°E), we came across a nest 
with three Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus and one 
Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum egg [34]. The nest was 
located in an unused agricultural field. The nest was a shallow 
mud scrape made up of shell fragments, twigs, and agricultural 
stubble. The Black-winged Stilt eggs were cream-coloured with 
black and brown spots, whereas the Oriental Pratincole egg was 
relatively smaller in size with black-brown blotches on a pale 
brown base.

34. Black-winged Stilt nest with an egg of Oriental Pratincole.

The extra egg presumed as the Oriental Pratincole egg 
based on our observations of several other Oriental Pratincoles 
incubating in the same agricultural field, and the egg was visually 
compared with other Oriental Pratincole eggs. Photographs were 
taken from a safe distance without approaching very close to the 
nest. After photographing the nest, we moved outside the field 
carefully to a distant point to observe the nest using binoculars. 
The observations were made from a distance of about 15 m. We 
lied down on the ground after scanning the sky and nearby area 
to ensure that there are no predators and then observed the nest. 
After a few minutes, a pair of Black-winged Stilt approached the 
nest and one of the birds started to incubate while the other one 
flew away [35]. We observed the nest for about one hour during 
which the eggs were continuously incubated by the parent bird 
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[35]. We could only observe the same nest the next day for about 
15 min and found no change in egg composition and number. 
The Black-winged Stilt pair was found to incubate the nest.  

35. Parent Black-winged Stilt incubating. 

The breeding ecology of Oriental Pratincole has not been 
studied extensively (Maclean & Kirwan 2020), however further 
emphasis on this could potentially reveal if such instances are 
just mistakes of egg laying by Oriental Pratincole or possibly a 
case of brood parasitism. 

We are thankful to Tamás Székely for his support. 
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High altitude records of Orange-headed Thrush 
Geokichla citrina and Asian Koel Eudynamys 
scolopaceus in the Nepal Himalaya
We report sightings of Orange-headed Thrush Geokichla citrina 
and Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus from altitudes previously 
unreported for them, from ward number 4 of Gharapjhong Rural 
Municipality, Mustang District, Gandaki Province, Nepal, which 
lies in the Annapurna Conservation Area. 

In Nepal, the Orange-headed Thrush is a locally common 
and mainly a summer visitor, with some birds remaining all year 
as widespread partial migrants (Inskipp et al. 2016). This bird 
inhabits wet ravines and understory of the moist deciduous 
forests (Inskipp & Inskipp 1991), evergreen forest, bamboo 
thickets, and plantations in tropical and subtropical zones (Collar 
& Juana 2020). The maximum elevations documented for this 
species are 1,830 m (Ali & Ripley 1971; Kazmeirczak 2000 ; 
Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; Inskipp et al. 2016; Grimmett et al. 
2016), and 2,300 m (BirdLife International 2022a).

On Saturday, 22 May 2021, one Orange-headed Thrush 
entered a house in Jomsom village (28.78°N, 83.73°E) and got 
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