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Throughout our three-month observation of the Legge's
Hawk Eagle pair, we only had the opportunity to witness its
hunting strategy once. The decision of the bird to choose the
prey foraging in a standalone tree and its consistency at chasing
it around the tree until it was forced to land on the ground led
us to presume that this might be an effective hunting strategy
employed by the species. However, more such observations are
required to generalize this behaviour for the species.

Though we know quite a bit on the dietary compositions
of several forest-dwelling raptors around the world (Mitani
et al, 2001; Sun et al, 2009), descriptions of their predation
methodology, especially that of uncommon forest raptors like
Legge's Hawk Eagle, upon tree-dwelling prey communities are
scarce in literature (Barnett et al., 2015; Maisels et al, 1993;
Toland 1986). Moreover, to the best of our knowledge, the
afore-described hunting behaviour has not been documented
elsewhere for hawk-eagles. Hence, we label this strategy to be
novel and emphasize the importance of inviting more natural
history observations of raptors into the scientific literature.
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A record of Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler

Helopsaltes certhiola in Bengaluru, Karnataka

The Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler Helopsaltes certhiola is
a medium-sized brownish warbler with heavily streaked
upperparts. It breeds in the Palaearctic in southern and central
Russia, Mongolia, and eastern Kazakhstan, and winters in South-
and Southeast Asia (Pearson 2021). In the Indian Subcontinent,
major wintering populations are seen in north-eastern India,
Bangladesh, and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Smaller
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numbers winter in Sri Lanka (Grimmett et al. 2011), and the
southern peninsula around coastal and riverine wetlands in
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh (Lal 2017; Raghuvaran
2017; Srinivasan 2018; Ravindranath 2020; Praveen 2021).

On the morning of 26 December 2021 at 0730 h, our
birding party of five stopped by wetland called Anekal Dodda
Kere (12.71°N, 77.69°E; hereinafter, Anekal Lake), to scan the
reeds for waders, rails, and crakes that frequent the area, owing
to an abundance of relatively undisturbed Cattail Typha sp. reed
patches around the shallow margins of the lake [217]. Soon
after reaching the banks, KM heard the familiar song of a Pallas's
Grasshopper Warbler from a distant reed patch on the other side
of the lake. We immediately tried playback to see if we could get
better views of the bird, and to our surprise, two more individuals
in the reed patches nearby responded to our playback almost
instantly, taking our count to not one, but three birds! Over the
next two hours, the birds were observed singing to each other
constantly, while they foraged near the base of dense reeds
in classic, Locustellidae manner, and occasionally emerged to
forage in the open, or sing from an exposed perch, allowing brief
but clear views.

217. Habitat at the lake- Dense clumps of Typha grass in shallow water.

Our observation of Pallas's Grasshopper Warblers [218] at
Anekal Lake was a first for the Bengaluru region, and only the
second record from Karnataka, bearing a strong resemblance to
the report of a single individual from Mysore in 1999 (Thejaswi &
Shivaprakash 2005). The latter was not included in Praveen et al.
(2016) because it could not be corroborated. All three individuals
were observed to be highly territorial and never strayed from their
respective reed patches, a phenomenon consistently noticed
in subsequent visits to the area. Occasionally, they were seen
chasing other birds like the Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus
Agricola, and the larger Clamorous Reed Warbler A. stentoreus
from their reed patches. Grimmett et al. (2011: 334-335)
described two vocalizations for the species in India, "A sharp,
metallic pit and a hard, drawn-out, descending rattle trrrrrrrrr”, but
the birds we encountered had a more complex song consisting of
a metallic trilling trrrrrr followed by lower-pitched clicking, ending
in a more musical sequence of chwi notes repeated three to four
times in quick succession. Minor variations in song structure and
composition were observed (Urs 2021).

We initially we assumed that the birds were in passage to
larger, more suitable habitats, but they were recorded at the lake
throughout winter till the first week of February, after which the
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Fig. 1. Call sonogram of the Pallas's Grasshopper Warblers from Anekal Dodda Kere.

water level receded to a point where some of the reed patches
were exposed to grazing cattle. Very few records of Pallas's
Grasshopper Warblers in southern India exist outside coastal
and riverine wetlands (Adavanne 1999; Santharam 2019; Urs
2021; Mohanraj 2022), probably due to a lack of suitable reedy
habitats in inland lakes and reservoirs. The discovery of three
birds wintering in a relatively small inland lake sheds some light
on the wintering habitat preferences and behaviour of Pallas’s
Grasshopper Warbler in southern India, and provides clues
for better detection of this furtive species that may have been
overlooked in the region in the past, through better call familiarity
and habitat recognition.

!

218. The Pallas’s GrasshopperWarbler at Anekal Dodda Kere, Bangalore.
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The Greater Scaup Aythya marila in Sikkim

The Greater Scaup Aythya marila is a winter visitor to the Indian
Subcontinent (Grimmett et al. 2011; Rasmussen & Anderton
2012), with records from across the northern Indian Subcontinent
from western, northern, central, eastern, and north-eastern India
(eBird 2022).

On 8 April 2022, while visiting Kathok Lake (27.37°N,
88.22°E) in my hometown, Yuksom, Sikkim, to see the Great
Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus that had arrived a week ago,
| saw a duck alongside the grebe. The duck [219, 220] had a
large white patch at the base of the bill and sides of face, a pale
patch on the ear-coverts, and vermiculations on the mantle that
were almost the same colour as the flanks. By these two striking
features, it was immediately identified as a female Greater Scaup.
This seems to be the first documented record of this species
from the state of Sikkim. This is most possibly a bird on passage
that decided to rest enroute to its breeding grounds.

220. The Greater Scaup (right) with the Great Crested Grebe (left).
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The Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos: An
addition to the avifauna of Himachal Pradesh, India,
with notes on its breeding

The Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos is quite distinctive
in appearance. In India, it is a widespread, but scarce and local
resident from Guijarat, eastwards to the Assam Valley, northwards
to the Punjab, and southwards to northern Kerala and northern
Tamil Nadu (Grimmett et al. 1998, 2011; Rasmussen & Anderton
2012). In this note we discuss records of the Knob-billed Duck
from the Sirmaur District of Himachal Pradesh, India, and assess
the older records of the species from the state.

HC recorded the Knob-billed Duck regularly for four years
near Paonta Sahib, Sirmaur District. His sightings of the bird were
between Amargarh and Ganguwala Jamniwala villages, near Bata
River, a small tributary of the Yamuna (30.46°N, 77.58°E; ¢.400
m asl), which is less than a half kilometre from his house. The
first sighting on 19 July 2018, was of a male and two females.
Four birds were seen on 17 March 2019. During the Covid-19
pandemic, between March 2020 and May 2021, HC visited this
rivulet three to five times per week, and saw the Knob-billed Duck
on almost every one of his visits. Between 1-12 birds were seen,
which were also photographed on several occasions, including of
males in territorial fights [221, 222].

221, 222. Knob-billed duck near Amargarh, Sirmaur District, Himachal Pradesh, 12 August 2020.
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