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the Indian Subcontinent, the Red-necked Phalarope is common 
offshore along the coastline of Pakistan, less so in north-western 
India, and in small numbers and patchily, more or less off the 
entire coastline of peninsular India to Bangladesh and Sri Lanka 
(Ali & Ripley 1987; Sangha 2021). It is rarely recorded inland 
and is a passage migrant through Pakistan and north-western 
India with a few scattered inland records (Rasmussen & Anderton 
2012; Sangha 2017), but none from Jammu & Kashmir (Ali & 
Ripley 1987; Kazmierczak 2000; Grimmett et al. 2011).

On 16 August 2021, I visited Hokersar Lake, Srinagar, a 
Ramsar site close to my residence in the Union Territory of Jammu 
& Kashmir. The water level was so low in the wetland that small 
pools had formed. Near one such pool (34.10°N, 74.71°E), at 
1150 h, I saw a wader, but couldn’t identify it at that time [225]. 
It was feeding hastily near the water’s edge. I sent photographs to 
Intesar Suhail, who identified it as Red-necked Phalarope. It was 
moulting into its breeding plumage and had a dark grey head 
and upperparts, a rufous band on the side of its neck and breast, 
and a fine black bill, which separated it from the similar-looking 
Red Phalarope P. fulicarius. Intesar Suhail, Syed Mushtahsen, and 
Ansar Ahmad visited the lake on the next day and saw the bird 
too. However, it was not seen after that.

225. Red-necked Phalarope, Hokersar Lake, 16 August 2021. 

The present record of the Red-necked Phalarope from 
Hokersar, is the first for the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir. 
However, it is not unexpected as the species has been recorded 
in adjacent regions on multiple occasions. Pfister (2004) 
described it as a rare passage migrant in spring, based on 
sightings in the Shey-Tikse area of Leh. Grimmett et al. (2011: 
154) have placed one circle over the Union Territory of Ladakh 
in their distribution map of the species, indicating an isolated 
record during its passage migration. In Gilgit-Baltistan the species 
is an uncommon passage migrant (Anonymous 2022). There 
have been a few more record of the species from Ladakh (eBird 
2022). The species is an uncommon but regular passage migrant 
in Himachal Pradesh, mainly at Pong Lake, and is seen on both, 
spring, and autumn passage (Abhinav & Vikrant 2021). 

I thank C. Abhinav for the help in preparing the manuscript.
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A partially leucistic Andaman Woodpecker  
Dryocopus hodgei 
On 23 October 2016, while on a birding excursion to Mount 
Harriet National Park, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, India, we 
photographed a male colour aberrant Andaman Woodpecker 
Dryocopus hodgei 226] – an endemic species of Andaman 
Islands. The bird’s overall plumage was a combination of white 
and black with a red crown, crest, and moustachial stripe. The 
belly and tail were pure white. The bill and legs were flesh 
coloured (not as dark as normal coloured birds). Its eyes were 
just like those of a normal Andaman Woodpecker. We concluded 
that this was a partially leucistic individual because the bird was 
not fully white, and the eyes were not pink like albino birds (Davis 
2007; Mahabal et al. 2016).
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226. A partially leucistic male Andaman Woodpecker, Mount Harriet National Park, Port Blair, 
showing both its lateral sides, 23 October 2016. 

Colour abnormalities result from changes in the concentration, 
or distribution, of pigments that are normally present, changes in 
the types of pigments themselves, or changes in the microstructure 
of feathers (Davis 2007). According to Mahabal et al. (2016), in 
case of partial leucistic birds, white patterns are generally patchy 
and bilaterally symmetrical, usually on the wings, belly, and head 
and do not change with age. However, in case of progressively 
greying birds, white feathers are randomly distributed, usually on 
the head, back, and flanks and the number of white feathers 
increase with every moult (Van Grouw 2013; Mahabal et al. 
2016). Our bird had relatively symmetrical white patches on the 
lateral sides, which is one of the main characteristics of partially 
leucistic birds. The presence of white on outer primaries, belly, 
and head (under the chin and throat), and pale feet and bill in 
this bird are typical of leucism. 

Mahabal et al. (2016) reviewed 180 records of colour 
aberrations in 72 different Indian bird species, from 1886 to 
2015, over a period of 129 years. They did not report a leucistic 
woodpecker. Khacher (1989) reported colour aberration in 
a male Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense in 
Kachchh, Gujarat, stating that it was a colour phase, but not 
albino which Mahabal et al. (2016) reviewed as dilution. Pathania 
et al. (2020) reported dilution in a Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker 
Dendrocopos macei in Hamirpur, Himachal Pradesh, observed in 
July 2020. Thus, this is the first known case of partial leucism in 
the Andaman Woodpecker.

The authors would like to thank Evan Nazareth for 
accompanying them on this excursion, and the Andaman and 
Nicobar Forest Department for their help.
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A Common Tern Sterna hirundo in Bengaluru, Karnataka
On 1 May 2022, an injured Common Tern Sterna hirundo was 
rescued from Sahakar Nagar, Bengaluru (13.07°N, 77.57°E) by 
the Avian and Reptile Rehabilitation Centre (hereinafter, ARRC). 
The bird was picked up from a location which was c.1.35 km away 
from Doddabommasandra Lake, c.3 km from Hebbal Lake, and 
c.4 km from Jakkur Lake, and several other waterbodies in the 
area (all straight-line aerial distances) which could be potentially 
used by terns. Its subspecies was not identified. The bird was 
brought to ARRC at 1425 h. It was unable to stand, had puncture 
wounds that had been reportedly caused by a domestic cat, and 
at 1435 h it succumbed to those injuries before any rehabilitation 
efforts could be undertaken. The tern was in breeding plumage 
and was identified from its distinctive white rump, dark red beak, 
and black cap [227]. Its wing length was 27.5 cm, tail—12.61 
cm, bill length—3.42 cm, and tarsus—2.48 cm respectively. It 
had a wingspan of 74 cm and a length of 33.34 cm which also 
helped confirm its identity [228]. All measurements were taken 
following Deutsche Ornithologen-Gesellschaft (2011). The bird 
was incinerated after recording all measurements and confirming 
the identity.

227. The injured Common Tern at ARRC, Bengaluru, 1 May 2022.

Avian and Reptile Rehabilitation Centre (ARRC), Bengaluru

160 Indian BIRDS Vol. 18 No. 5 (Publ. 13 February 2023)


