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On 2 August 2020, HC saw seven ducklings along with a
female in a water-logged area, near this rivulet [223]. Thereafter
the ducklings were seen daily for the next fortnight, after which
the area was flooded because of rains and the ducklings were
not seen again. A maximum number of 14 ducklings was seen.
After May 2021, HC returned home, every couple of months, and
the duck was recorded on almost every one of those visits. The
last sighting was on 4 September 2022. On 26 May 2022, CA
also recorded a male and three females at this location. These
regular and year round sightings of the Knob-billed Duck near
Paonta Sahib, over four years, indicates that a small population
resides and breeds here.
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223. Knob-billed duck near Amargarh, Sirmaur District, Himachal Pradesh, 12 August 2020.

VS observed and photographed a pair of Knob-billed Ducks
on 21 and 22 July 2019, at Taruwala, near Paonta Sahib, Sirmaur
District (30.46°N, 77.62°E; c.400 m asl). They were seen foraging
in the paddy fields around the town [224].

’ i
224. Knob-billed duck at Taruwala, near Paonta Sahib, Sirmaur district, Himachal Pradesh, 22
July 2019.

Whistler (1926) mentioned a record, dated 10 July 1921,
from the outskirts of Dharamsala (near Sidhbari) at 1,158 m but
retained it as unconfirmed. The typical habitat of this species
is lowland waterbodies with plentiful aquatic vegetation in well
wooded country (Grimmett et al. 1998). The habitats around
Dharamsala at this altitude (pine forest, mixed broadleaf forest,
terraced fields, and fast flowing hill streams), would have been
quite unusual for this non-migratory species. Whistler (1926) did

not mention any other duck from this region either, which we
presume had more forest cover a century ago, than it does today,
and may have lacked suitable waterbodies. den Besten (2004)
did not include this species in his list of birds of Kangra. The
species has been reported by Raman (2015), from Pong Lake,
without any supporting media. Dhadwal (2011) has not reported
the species from Pong Lake, while Dhadwal & Kanwar (2018)
mentioned one unconfirmed record, from Nangal. Moreover,
Nangal is located in Punjab, near its border with Himachal
Pradesh. Thus, our records of the Knob-billed Duck from Sirmaur
District are its first confirmed records from Himachal Pradesh, as
is its breeding documentation.

These records are not surprising as the species has been
recorded in the neighbouring states. Grimmett et al. (2011) did
not mention it from the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
The duck has, however, been recorded on multiple occasions
at Gharana, Jammu and Kashmir (eBird 2022). It has not been
recorded from Union Territory of Ladakh (Pfister 2004). The
species has also been reported from Uttarakhand (Mohan &
Sondhi 2017). Punjab and Haryana are in the distribution range
of the species and it is frequently seen in these states (Grimmett
et al. 2011, ebird 2022).
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A Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus from the
Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, India

The Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus, formerly known
as Northern Phalarope, is amongst the world's smallest seabirds.
It breeds widely across the Holarctic and winters as a pelagic,
off central-western South America, in the Arabian Sea, and from
central Indonesia to western Melanesia (Rubega et al. 2020). In
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the Indian Subcontinent, the Red-necked Phalarope is common
offshore along the coastline of Pakistan, less so in north-western
India, and in small numbers and patchily, more or less off the
entire coastline of peninsular India to Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
(Ali & Ripley 1987; Sangha 2021). It is rarely recorded inland
and is a passage migrant through Pakistan and north-western
India with a few scattered inland records (Rasmussen & Anderton
2012; Sangha 2017), but none from Jammu & Kashmir (Ali &
Ripley 1987; Kazmierczak 2000; Grimmett et al. 2011).

On 16 August 2021, | visited Hokersar Lake, Srinagar, a
Ramsar site close to my residence in the Union Territory of Jammu
& Kashmir. The water level was so low in the wetland that small
pools had formed. Near one such pool (34.10°N, 74.71°E), at
1150 h, | saw a wader, but couldn't identify it at that time [225].
It was feeding hastily near the water's edge. | sent photographs to
Intesar Suhail, who identified it as Red-necked Phalarope. It was
moulting into its breeding plumage and had a dark grey head
and upperparts, a rufous band on the side of its neck and breast,
and a fine black bill, which separated it from the similar-looking
Red Phalarope P, fulicarius. Intesar Suhail, Syed Mushtahsen, and
Ansar Ahmad visited the lake on the next day and saw the bird
too. However, it was not seen after that.

225. Red-necked Phalarope, Hokersar Lake, 16 August 2021.

The present record of the Red-necked Phalarope from
Hokersar, is the first for the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.
However, it is not unexpected as the species has been recorded
in adjacent regions on multiple occasions. Pfister (2004)
described it as a rare passage migrant in spring, based on
sightings in the Shey-Tikse area of Leh. Grimmett et al. (2011:
154) have placed one circle over the Union Territory of Ladakh
in their distribution map of the species, indicating an isolated
record during its passage migration. In Gilgit-Baltistan the species
is an uncommon passage migrant (Anonymous 2022). There
have been a few more record of the species from Ladakh (eBird
2022). The species is an uncommon but regular passage migrant
in Himachal Pradesh, mainly at Pong Lake, and is seen on both,
spring, and autumn passage (Abhinav & Vikrant 2021).

I thank C. Abhinav for the help in preparing the manuscript.
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A partially leucistic Andaman Woodpecker

Dryocopus hodgei

On 23 October 2016, while on a birding excursion to Mount
Harriet National Park, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, India, we
photographed a male colour aberrant Andaman Woodpecker
Dryocopus hodgei 226] — an endemic species of Andaman
Islands. The bird's overall plumage was a combination of white
and black with a red crown, crest, and moustachial stripe. The
belly and tail were pure white. The bill and legs were flesh
coloured (not as dark as normal coloured birds). Its eyes were
just like those of a normal Andaman Woodpecker. We concluded
that this was a partially leucistic individual because the bird was
not fully white, and the eyes were not pink like albino birds (Davis
2007; Mahabal et al. 2016).
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