
identification and evidence. The bird was at a distance, and it was 
dusk, which prevented her from taking close up photos. 

Further discussions and careful perusal of the images [212] 
confirmed the identity of this bird as a leucistic Eurasian Magpie, 
as the iris and pupils were black, which ruled out the chance of 
the individual being an ‘albino’. Therefore, we concluded that this 
individual is a ‘leucistic’ Eurasian Magpie. It exhibited exceptionally 
white, leucistic traits with normal coloured eyes, but completely 
white wings and tail. The Eurasian Magpie possesses a black beak 
(Grimmett et al. 2011). The bird in question, however, had a 
completely pink beak, and hence it is difficult to determine its sex. 
Review of the literature revealed that a similar leucistic Eurasian 
Magpie was reported from Norway on 1 August 2010 by Frank 
Gronningsaeter (Husby 2017), and there is no other record of 
it from India, so it may be the first record of a leucistic Eurasian 
Magpie from India.

212. The leucistic Eurasian Magpie in Ladakh. 
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An unrecorded hunting strategy of Legge’s Hawk 
Eagle Nisaetus kelaarti, from Wayanad, Kerala
Legge’s Hawk Eagle Nisaetus kelaarti has, for long, been 
considered a subspecies of the Mountain Hawk Eagle Nisaetus 
nipalensis. In 2008, its taxonomic status was revised and it was 
elevated to species level by Gjershaug et al. (2008), based on 
its morphological and vocal distinction in comparison to the 
Mountain Hawk Eagle. Due to this recent taxonomic revision, 
we lack a refined species account for the Legge’s Hawk Eagle. 
This lacuna is explicitly stated in Clark et al. (2020); as all the 
available natural history accounts are currently clubbed under the 
Mountain Hawk Eagle. Therefore, it is crucial to gather species-
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specific natural history observations on the Legge’s Hawk Eagle to 
implement conservation strategies. This note describes a hunting 
strategy of the species, observed in Wayanad, Kerala.

On 20 April 2022 (0831 h), we observed a Legge’s Hawk 
Eagle landing on a Mango Mangifera indica branch [213b] on 
which a Malabar Giant Squirrel Ratufa indica indica was foraging 
[213a]. It was an isolated tree, located at the juncture of a densely 
vegetated hillock and a “Vayal” or a marshy grassland. We were 
100 m from the tree and observing the bird through binoculars. 
In less than a minute, it moved closer to the mammal which, 
after producing an alarm call, descended the trunk and moved 
to another lateral branch of the tree that had more leaf cover. 
The bird continued to watch the squirrel for a few minutes, after 
which it jumped down onto a neighbouring branch of the rodent’s 
hiding place. When the bird advanced and reached within short 
proximity to the squirrel, the mammal produced a call (Webpage 
URL: https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/126803617 -the 
calls are heard between  0-2 sec, 7-9 sec, and 20-21 sec), 
very different from the regularly produced and documented 
alarm vocalizations (Webpage URL: https://www.inaturalist.org/
observations/126803617 - the calls are heard between 18-19 
sec and 36-42 sec) of the species (Datta, 1998 describes a 
repeated loud staccato call produced by the species when a 
Crested Hawk eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus limnaetus approached 
within its 1m radius. Since the recordings of the calls were not 
obtained, we are unsure whether the call was similar/ different 
to our recording). We suspect this vocalization to represent 
either a stress call, a signal to the predator (as suggested in 
Datta, 1998 based on Zahavi’s hypothesis) or a signature to 
inform the conspecifics/ heterospecifics about the presence of 
the predator (see similar case in Adams & Williams 2017). For 
the next five minutes, the bird chased the squirrel [214] around 
the tree, moving from one lateral branch to another. After being 
chased a couple of times, the squirrel leapt in desperation 
from its branch to a neighbouring tree. But, since that tree was 
some distance away, it was unable to reach it and fell to the 
forest floor. At that moment, the hawk-eagle swiftly swooped 
down and grabbed the squirrel in its talons [215] before it 
could recover from the shock of the fall and find cover in the 
neighbouring vegetation. Once the prey was dead, the bird 
started plucking its fur [216] till most of the body, except for the 
tail and the head, was naked. 

213a.  Malabar Giant Squirrel foraging on the Mango tree branch.
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213b. Legge’s Hawk Eagle lands on the same branch on which the Malabar Giant Squirrel was foraging. 

214. Legge’s Hawk Eagle chasing the squirrel repeatedly around the tree. Note: the tail tip of the 
squirrel is visible to the left corner of the branch.

215. Legge’s Hawk Eagle with its prey secured in its talons.

216. Remnants of the squirrel after its predation.
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Throughout our three-month observation of the Legge’s 
Hawk Eagle pair, we only had the opportunity to witness its 
hunting strategy once. The decision of the bird to choose the 
prey foraging in a standalone tree and its consistency at chasing 
it around the tree until it was forced to land on the ground led 
us to presume that this might be an effective hunting strategy 
employed by the species. However, more such observations are 
required to generalize this behaviour for the species.

Though we know quite a bit on the dietary compositions 
of several forest-dwelling raptors around the world (Mitani 
et al., 2001; Sun et al., 2009), descriptions of their predation 
methodology, especially that of uncommon forest raptors like 
Legge’s Hawk Eagle, upon tree-dwelling prey communities are 
scarce in literature (Barnett et al., 2015; Maisels et al., 1993; 
Toland 1986). Moreover, to the best of our knowledge, the 
afore-described hunting behaviour has not been documented 
elsewhere for hawk-eagles. Hence, we label this strategy to be 
novel and emphasize the importance of inviting more natural 
history observations of raptors into the scientific literature. 
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A record of Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler  
Helopsaltes certhiola in Bengaluru, Karnataka
The Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler Helopsaltes certhiola is 
a medium-sized brownish warbler with heavily streaked 
upperparts. It breeds in the Palaearctic in southern and central 
Russia, Mongolia, and eastern Kazakhstan, and winters in South- 
and Southeast Asia (Pearson 2021). In the Indian Subcontinent, 
major wintering populations are seen in north-eastern India, 
Bangladesh, and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Smaller 
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