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Frugivory in the Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida abbotti
Members of the Pittidae are generally known to be insectivores
that forage on the forest floor. They are usually heard or seen
skulking in thick undergrowth and are highly active around dawn
and dusk. The Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida abbotti of the Great
and Little Nicobar Islands, India, is an endemic subspecies of
the widely distributed Hooded Pitta and is found in the thick,
evergreen forests of the islands (Ali & Ripley 1983: 255; Rao et
al. 2013).

Hooded Pittas, like their congeners, are widely known to feed
on earthworms, snails, ants, beetles, bugs, and invertebrates,
and also on small skinks, frogs, and snakes (Lok et al. 2009).
However, pittas have also been known to feed on fruit. Corlett
(1998) found that fruits made up ¢.20% of the diet of the Rusty-
naped Pitta P oatesi. He opined that consumption of fallen fruit
might be overlooked in other pittas. Frugivory was also reported
for the Noisy Pitta P. versicolor by Shanahan et al. (2001).

On 13 March 2021, at 1115 h, we observed a Hooded Pitta
in the forest near Zero Point, Great Nicobar Island, feeding on figs
that had fallen out of a ficus tree, probably Ficus altissima [151].
The large fig tree, laden with fruits, was frequented by a plethora
of bird species, like pigeons (Columbidae), drongos (Dicruridae),
parakeets (Psittacidae), and orioles (Oriolidae), resulting in a large
quantity of fruits dropping to the forest floor. We observed an
individual Hooded Pitta feeding on the fruits, though there were
at least three other conspecifics in the immediate surroundings.
Though fruit might not be a significant part of its diet, unlike the
Rusty-naped Pitta, it does seem that a Hooded Pitta will feed
on fallen fruit if the opportunity arises. We did also consider the
possibility of the pitta eating the fruit due to the presence of the

fig wasps' eggs or larvae; neither is there enough evidence to
prove this. The Hooded Pitta ate the entire fruit, which might
have not been the case if it just wanted to eat just the larvae,
or the eggs of the wasps, for obtaining which it need have just
pecked them from the fruit. It would be interesting to learn if
the pursuit of wasps is potentially the driving agent for these
insectivores to eat fruit.
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Sykes’s Warbler Iduna rama from the

Sikkim Himalaya

On 10 April 2021, while birding in Lachen, North Sikkim
(27.72°N, 88.55°E; 2,987m asl), we heard a new bird call
near the forest. As we pursued the sound toward the forest,
we noticed a strange bird foraging on a Sea Buckthorn tree
Hippophae rhamnoidek and photographed it [152]. At first we
were confused whether it was a Booted Warbler /duna caligata
or the larger Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum.
When we checked in Grimmett et al. (2016), we realised
that the bird looked greyer, and was distinctly longer-billed
than a Booted Warbler. Whereas it seemed confusable with
a Blyth's Reed Warbler; yet it had a more distinct supercilium
behind the eye, paler greyish-brown upperparts, pale sides
to tail and edges to remiges, square-ended tail, and shorter
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152. Sykes's Warbler.

undertail and upper tail coverts. Therefore, this bird seemed
like a Sykes's Warbler /. rama. Furthermore, for identification
and confirmation, we posted the photograph of the bird in the
WhatsApp group of North-East Birding. After much discussion,
it was finally concluded that the colour of upperparts, the
horizontal stance, and the distinctly long pale bill of the bird
confirmed its identification as a Sykes's Warbler.

Sykes's Warbler's breeding range extends from north-eastern
Arabia to Turkestan, western China, and Afghanistan (Svensson &
Kirwan 2020). Within our region, it breeds in Pakistan and north-
western India (Grimmett et al. 2016). The present record may
indicate that it could be a passage migrant through the Sikkim
Himalaya towards China. There has not been any report of this
species from the Sikkim Himalaya nor from most of the eastern
Himalaya (Ali 1962; Acharya &Vijayan 2011; ENVIS Centre Sikkim
2015; Grimmett et al. 2016; Grimmett et al.2019; eBird 2021),
and our sighting seems to be a new record for the avifauna of
the Sikkim Himalayas. We recommend that birders in the high
Himalaya look out for this species during March/April for more
details about its breeding ground.

We thank the senior birder group for the identification of
the species. A special thanks to members of the birder group of
Sikkim Himalaya, and Bijoy Chhetri for their constant guidance
and encouragement.
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