April 2020). However, no further details on the sighting are
provided and so the records from February 2018 is considered
unconfirmed.

On the 12 February 2018, Hatiboruah (2018), along with a
group of birdwatchers, claimed sighting a Chinese Sparrowhawk
in Hmuifang, Mizoram. From that group, Manik Deshmukh,
Geethanjali Dhar, and Ramachandra provided some additional
images of the bird for identification. On verification, CK & KS
suggested that the individual in question was a Shikra and not a
Chinese Sparrowhawk.

The current photographic record from Visakhapatnam is
the second confirmed record of Chinese Sparrowhawk from
mainland India. Further field investigation and exploratory surveys
in the Visakhapatnam District of Andhra Pradesh could provide
more sightings.

Though this is an isolated record, there could be more vagrant
records across the eastern mainland of India during winter.

We thank Nirav Bhatt and other members of the Ask ids of
Indian Birds group on Facebook for their positive response to
identification requests. We are also thankful to Kiran Srivastava,
Hans Peeters, Lim Kim Chye, Chaiyan Kasorndorkbua, and
Nick Upton for confirming the identification. We also thank
Chuenchom Hansasuta for providing the photographs of the
species from Thailand.

Geethanjali Dhar, Manik Deshmukh, Ramachandra, Wayne
Holmes, Zina LN, and V. Lalchhuanawma were extremely
supportive with photographs from Mizoram. We also thank the
Birdlab team at IISER Tirupati, and the Duleep Mathai Nature
Conservation Trust for their continuous support. Lastly, we thank
Praveen J for his invaluable support with data collation and
encouragement.
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Status of Horned Grebe Podiceps auratus in India

The Horned Grebe Podiceps auratus is a widespread species that
is mostly found in North America and Europe, with a significant
population in Asia. It's breeding areas include south-western
Greenland, Eurasia, and north-western Europe to eastern Siberia
(Stedman 2020). The Horned Grebe is a winter vagrant to India
(Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). Here we review its status in the
country, post the review by Praveen et al. (2014).

We collected a total 29 observations of the species from
India, from published and unpublished sources, including eBird
(https://ebird.org/india/species/horgre) and Facebook groups,
and after removing duplicates that referred to the same birds,
we distilled nine unique records (Table 1). Drijvers (1995)
published a note on the Horned Grebe, recording it as a new
species in India, sighted on 28 December 1993, on the Kosi
River, Ramnagar, Uttar Pradesh. Subsequently, birds were spotted
at Harike Wildlife Sanctuary in 2001 (Prasad 2008). During

143. Horned Grebe at Harike Wildlife Sanctuary.
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Table 1. Showing various sightings from different parts of India in reverse chronological order

Date Site District/ State

15-17 February 2021 Dighal Wetland Jhajjar/Haryana

23 January 2021 Sultanpur Lodhi Kapurthala/ Punjab

23 January 2021 Harike Bird Sanctuary Tarn Taran/ Punjab

25 January 2018 Ballab Village Rohtak/Haryana

20 December 2018 Bhaniyana Wetland Jodhpur/Rajasthan

14 December 2017- Dighal Wetland Jhajjar/Haryana

27 January 2018

14 December 2016 Borit Lake Pakistan-administered
Kashmir

6-10 February 2001 Harike Tarn Taran/Punjab

28 December 1993 Kosi River Ramnagar/Uttarakhand

Coordinates Observer References
28.75°N, 76.63°E Sonu Dalal Dalal 2021
31.159N, 75.00E Gagan Bedi Bedi 2021
31.15°N, 74.97°E Sanjiv Khanna Khanna 2021
28.47°N, 76.30°E Ramit Singal Singal 2018
Divesh Saini Bothra 2018
28.75°N, 76.63°E Rakesh Ahlawat Ahlawat 2017
36.25°N, 74.52°F Imran Shah Shah 2016
3115°N, 74.97°E Anand Prasad Prasad 2008
29.38°N, 79.13°E R. Drijvers Drijvers 1995

the last few years this grebe has been frequently observed in
northern Indian states. Of the 29 observations, 23 were recorded
from Dighal Wetland, District Jhajjar, Haryana (Ahlawat 2018;
Vyas 2019); many of the records referring to the same set of
birds. From 2017, almost every year, birdwatchers observed this
bird at various sites in northern India, mainly during December—
February. All birds were in their non-breeding plumage: overall
black and white, and lacking the 'horn’ In its non-breeding
plumage, this species needs to be carefully differentiated from
the cogeneric Black-necked Grebe P. nigricollis. On 23 January
2021, along with a team of birdwatcher, we spotted the Horned
Grebe at Harike Wildlife Sanctuary [143] during the annual bird
count. Similarly, birds were spotted at Dighal Wetland, Jhajjar, on
17 February 2021 (Table 1).

Most of the sightings of the Horned Grebe were from
northern India (Fig. 1), especially Haryana. However, the bird was
also spotted in Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh.
We suggest that regular monitoring of open wetlands for this bird
is needed, as it prefers stretches of water with minimum floating
vegetation. Checking the growth of Water Hyacinth Eichhornia
sp., would create a conducive habitat for it.

We thank Praveen J for guidance in preparing this note.

T

Fig. 1. Recent sightings of the Horned Grebe in northern India
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Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata in Maguri Beel,
Tinsukia, Assam, and Sikhe Lake, Ziro, Arunachal
Pradesh, and its status in north-eastern India

On 08 February 2021, we visited Maguri-Motapung Beel in
Tinsukia District of Assam, while conducting a survey of the
White-winged Wood Duck Asarcornis scutulata in Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh. During the visit, at 1505 h, we observed a
flock of Indian Spot-bill Duck Anas poecilorhyncha among the tall
grasses in a pond (27.58°N, 95.37°E) adjacent to Maguri Beel
[144]. Upon close inspection, a male Mandarin Duck was sighted
amidst this flock of Indian Spot-bill Duck. We photographed it, and
its identification was easily confirmed based on its distinctively
colourful plumage.
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