
Confirmation of Chinese Sparrowhawk Accipiter 
soloensis from the Indian mainland 
The Chinese Sparrowhawk Accipiter soloensis is a crow-sized bird, 
superficially resembling the widely distributed Shikra A. badius in 
India (Ali & Ripley 1968). It is known to be a winter visitor to the 
Nicobar Islands, though records from the Andaman Islands were 
considered erroneous (Mees 1981; Naoroji 2006). However, 
multiple records from the Andaman Islands have emerged in 
recent years (eBird 2020). 

From the Indian mainland, there are a few published, and a 
few unpublished, records of the Chinese Sparrowhawk, but none 
of them were definitively confirmed. We report photographs of 
an adult male Chinese Sparrowhawk from the Kailasagiri Hills, 
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. We also review the past records 
of the species in mainland India. 

Observation and identification
At 0720 h, on 11 November 2018, while birding in the Kailasagiri 
Hills in Visakhapatnam (17.73°N, 83.33°E), AK & PSK observed 
Ashy Woodswallows Artamus fuscus chasing an Accipiter sp., 
similar to Shikra. In overhead flight, the dark wingtips of the 
bird, against pale and almost unmarked underwings, looked 
prominent, and immediately attracted their attention. Realizing 
that the identification features were unlike those of a Shikra, AK & 
PSK photographed the bird in flight. It could be viewed only for a 
few seconds before it disappeared over the horizon. 

We took photographs in bright light conditions and the 
images had to be heavily processed to extract details. They 
were later shared by PSK on the Facebook group ‘Ask ids of 
Indian Birds’ for identification. Nirav Bhatt (hereinafter, NB) 
suggested that the bird was an adult Chinese Sparrowhawk. For 
further confirmation, RB shared the images with Kiran Srivastava 
(hereinafter, KS) at the Raptor Research and Conservation 
Foundation, Chaiyan Kasorndorkbua (hereinafter, CK), at 
Kasetsart Laboratory of Raptor​ Research and Conservation 
Medicine, Thailand, and Nick Upton (hereinafter, NU) at www.
thaibirding.com. KS further reached out to Hans Peeters and Lim 
Kim Chye, who concurred with the adult Chinese Sparrowhawk 
suggestion. Later, CK and NU confirmed the bird in question as 
an adult male Chinese Sparrowhawk. 

Mees (1981) mentioned that A. soloensis is the least likely 
Accipiter to cause confusion. It is characterized by having little 
sexual dimorphism, either in size or in plumage, a very long 
wingtip, a comparatively short middle toe, and in the adult 
plumage, an underwing pattern almost devoid of any barring: 
seen from below the outer primaries are dark grey or black, the 
remainder of the wing is white or pale buffish with, at most, a 
few dark spots [140, 141]. In the images [137] [138] & [139] 
from Visakhapatnam, significant long tips of primaries, unbarred 
underparts, rufous-brownish breast, and prominent black wing 
tips are evident. The dark grey trailing edge to wings, a feature 
of an adult Chinese Sparrowhawk mentioned in Grimmett et al. 
(2011), is also visible in images [137] & [138]. All colours look 
a bit darker as the images are slightly over-processed to extract 
details. The absence of barrings on underparts, and prominent 
black wing tips, are the key details that eliminate a Shikra. 

137. Chinese Sparrowhawk from Visakhapatnam, with dark wing tips. 

138. Chinese Sparrowhawk from Visakhapatnam: Rufous-brownish breast and unbarred 
underwings. 

139. Chinese Sparrowhawk from Visakhapatnam, showing long primary tips. 

CK further suggested that the photographed individual 
was a male, based on the size when compared with the 
Ashy Woodswallow in the same image, and significant black 
on wingtips, square-shaped wings projecting out of the body 
with no bulging secondaries [138] & [139]. Slightly bulged 
secondaries of an adult female individual are noticeable in 
[141]. Naoroji (2006) mentioned eye colour differences in 
different sexes: dark brown to red brown in adult males [140] 
and yellow to orange-yellow in adult females [141]. These 
details are not apparent in the images captured by the authors 
at Kailasagiri.

Although additional features like the upperparts colouration 
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and indistinct gular stripe are not evident in photographs, the 
visible characteristics of wings and underparts are enough to 
negate all other accipiters.

Past records from mainland India
Rahmani (1990), in his notes on the sightings of Tyabji (1990), 
specifically mentioned the sighting of a Chinese Sparrowhawk by 
Shahid Ali in Kaziranga National Park, Assam. Further investigation 
ascertained that this sighting was never published or discussed 
anywhere. 

Becker & Redwanz (2012) described sightings of multiple 
individuals including, immature and adult birds, and one immature 

hunting 16 frogs in 30 min. near Malampuzha Reservoir, Kerala. 
However, they did not provide any definite description or 
identification pointers for his records. Their checklist had other 
doubtful species that had never occurred in Kerala, and it is quite 
likely that the birds seen were Amur Falcons Falco amurensis, a 
flock of which was seen in the same area in 2016 (Shaji 2016). 
Similarly, Robson (2001) stated that an adult male bird was seen 
by Nick Dymond over Rollapadu village in Andhra Pradesh. Again, 
the author did not provide any details describing the features of 
the adult male.

RB e-mailed Peter Becker and Nick Dymond requesting 
additional information to endorse their records. Unfortunately, no 
response has been received, and therefore the authors termed 
all these records as unconfirmed due to lack of substantiating 
details or descriptions of the birds sighted. 

In a Facebook post, Zira LN (2016) mentioned a Chinese 
Sparrowhawk sighting from Mizoram. On further request, an 
image [142] of a male Chinese Sparrowhawk was provided by 
V. Lalchhuanawma from Lamchhip village near Aizwal, Mizoram. 
When requested, the identification of the individual was further 
confirmed as a male Chinese Sparrowhawk by CK. This is the 
first confirmed record of the species from mainland India with 
photographic evidence.

142. A male Chinese Sparrowhawk from Lamchhip village, Mizoram. 

The records from Bandhavgarh National park (Tyabji 1990) 
and Simlipal Tiger Reserve (Prakash et al. 1989) were later found 
to be adult Shikra (Naoroji 2006: 373), and seem to have been 
cases of mistaken identity 

Joby Thrissur shared a single photograph of an accipiter from 
November 2016 (Thrissur 2017) for identification. The bird had 
been photographed in Kachithodu, Thrissur. There were mixed 
suggestions on its identification, and NB suggested that the 
individual was a juvenile Chinese Sparrowhawk.. Through email 
communication, CK concurred with the identification (in litt., 
e-mail dated 25 March 2021). Although it was suggested as a 
Chinese Sparrowhawk from the single available image in flight, 
lack of additional photos makes it difficult to accept the record, 
knowing the pitfalls of identifying from single images.

There is information on the sighting of a Chinese Sparrowhawk 
by Trevor Price (hereinafter, TP) and Pratap Singh in February 
2018 from Lambasingi, Andhra Pradesh (TP, in litt., e-mail dated 

V. Lalchhuanaw
m

a

120 Indian BIRDS Vol. 17 No. 4 (Publ. 10 August 2021)

140. Adult male Chinese Sparrowhawk from Thailand (Hansasuta 2017a). 

141. Adult female Chinese Sparrowhawk from Thailand (Hansasuta 2017b).
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April 2020). However, no further details on the sighting are 
provided and so the records from February 2018 is considered 
unconfirmed. 

On the 12 February 2018, Hatiboruah (2018), along with a 
group of birdwatchers, claimed sighting a Chinese Sparrowhawk 
in Hmuifang, Mizoram. From that group, Manik Deshmukh, 
Geethanjali Dhar, and Ramachandra provided some additional 
images of the bird for identification. On verification, CK & KS 
suggested that the individual in question was a Shikra and not a 
Chinese Sparrowhawk.

The current photographic record from Visakhapatnam is 
the second confirmed record of Chinese Sparrowhawk from 
mainland India. Further field investigation and exploratory surveys 
in the Visakhapatnam District of Andhra Pradesh could provide 
more sightings.

Though this is an isolated record, there could be more vagrant 
records across the eastern mainland of India during winter. 

We thank Nirav Bhatt and other members of the Ask ids of 
Indian Birds group on Facebook for their positive response to 
identification requests. We are also thankful to Kiran Srivastava, 
Hans Peeters, Lim Kim Chye, Chaiyan Kasorndorkbua, and 
Nick Upton for confirming the identification. We also thank 
Chuenchom Hansasuta for providing the photographs of the 
species from Thailand.

Geethanjali Dhar, Manik Deshmukh, Ramachandra, Wayne 
Holmes, Zina LN, and V. Lalchhuanawma were extremely 
supportive with photographs from Mizoram. We also thank the 
Birdlab team at IISER Tirupati, and the Duleep Mathai Nature 
Conservation Trust for their continuous support. Lastly, we thank 
Praveen J for his invaluable support with data collation and 
encouragement. 

References
Ali, S., & Ripley, S. D., 1968. Handbook of the birds of India and Pakistan together with 

those of Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Ceylon. Divers to hawks. 1st ed. Bombay: 
(Sponsored by the Bombay Natural History Society) Oxford University Press. Vol. 
1  of 10 vols. Pp. 2 ll., i–lviii, 1–380, 1 l.

Becker, P., & Redwanz, M., 2012. A note on birdwatching near Palakkad Gap, Kerala. 
Newsletter for Birdwatchers 51 (4): 54–56 (2011). 

eBird. 2020. Website URL: https://ebird.org/map/grfhaw1?neg=true&env.
minX=&env.minY=&env.maxX=&env.maxY=&zh=false&gp=false&ev=Z&mr=1-
12&bmo=1&emo=12&yr=all&byr=1900&eyr=2020. [Accessed on 06 April 2020.]

Hatiboruah, B., 2018.Website URL: https://www.facebook.com/binanda.hatiboruaha/
posts/777112045815999. [Accessed on 07 March 2021.]

Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., & Inskipp, T., 2011. Birds of the Indian Subcontinent. 2nd 
ed.London: Oxford University Press & Christopher Helm. Pp. 1–118.

Hansasuta, C., 2017a. Chinese Sparrowhawk Accipiter soloensis – adult male in flight 
from below. Website URL: http://orientalbirdimages.org/search.php?Bird_Image_
ID=143277&Bird_ID=895&Bird_Family_ID=&Location=. [Accessed on 23 May 
2020.]

Hansasuta, C., 2017b. Chinese Sparrowhawk Accipiter soloensis – adult female in flight 
from below. Website URL: http://orientalbirdimages.org/search.php?Bird_Image_
ID=143276&Bird_ID=895&Bird_Family_ID=&Location= (accessed on 23 May 
2020)

Kolluru, P. S., 2018 Website URL: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
AskidsofIndianBirds/?post_id=1246789002126470. [Accessed on 23 May 2020.]

Mees, G. F., 1981. The Sparrow-Hawks (Accipiter) of the Andaman Islands. Journal of 
the Bombay Natural History Society 77 (3): 371–412 (1980). 

Naoroji, R., 2006. Birds of prey of the Indian Subcontinent. Reprint ed. New Delhi: Om 
Books International. Pp. 1–692.

Prakash, V., & Rahmani, A. R., 1989. A possible range extension of Horsfield’s Goshawk 
Accipiter soloensis in India. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 86 
(2): 240. 

Rahmani, A. R., 1990. Chinese Goshawk in Bandhavgarh National Park. Newsletter for 
Birdwatchers 30 (7-8): 9. 

Robson, C., 2001. From the field: India. Oriental Bird Club Bulletin 33: 70–71. 
Shaji, K. A., 2016. Malampuzha has some rare visitors. Website URL: https://www.

thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/Malampuzha-has-some-rare-visitors/
article16900161.ece. [Accessed on 25 March 2021.]

Thrissur, J., 2017. Website URL: https://www.facebook.com/groups/indianbirds/
permalink/10154445814677411/. [Accessed on 25 March 2021.]

Tyabji, H. N., 1990. Record of some birds from Bandhavgarh National Park previously 
unrecorded in this area. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 30 (5-6): 12. 

Zira LN., 2016. Website URL: https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?fbid=920894441297530&s. [Accessed on 07 March 2021.]

– Raja Sekhar Bandi, Ashok Kolluru & Prem Swarup Kolluru
Raja Sekhar Bandi, IISER-Tirupati, Karakambadi Road, Tirupati 517507, Andhra Pradesh, India. 

E-mail: rsbandi@gmail.com (RB) [Corresponding author]
Dr. Ashok Kolluru, Daspalla Hills, Visakhapatnam 530002, Andhra Pradesh, India. E-mail: 

drkashok@gmail.com (AK)
Prem Swarup Kolluru, Photo Center, Turners Choultry, Visakhapatnam 530001, Andhra 

Pradesh, India. E-mail: premphotocentre@gmail.com (PSK)

Status of Horned Grebe Podiceps auratus in India
The Horned Grebe Podiceps auratus is a widespread species that 
is mostly found in North America and Europe, with a significant 
population in Asia. It’s breeding areas include south-western 
Greenland, Eurasia, and north-western Europe to eastern Siberia 
(Stedman 2020). The Horned Grebe is a winter vagrant to India 
(Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). Here we review its status in the 
country, post the review by Praveen et al. (2014). 

We collected a total 29 observations of the species from 
India, from published and unpublished sources, including eBird 
(https://ebird.org/india/species/horgre) and Facebook groups, 
and after removing duplicates that referred to the same birds, 
we distilled nine unique records (Table 1). Drijvers (1995) 
published a note on the Horned Grebe, recording it as a new 
species in India, sighted on 28 December 1993, on the Kosi 
River, Ramnagar, Uttar Pradesh. Subsequently, birds were spotted 
at Harike Wildlife Sanctuary in 2001 (Prasad 2008). During 
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143. Horned Grebe at Harike Wildlife Sanctuary. 
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