
the last few years this grebe has been frequently observed in 
northern Indian states. Of the 29 observations, 23 were recorded 
from Dighal Wetland, District Jhajjar, Haryana (Ahlawat 2018; 
Vyas 2019); many of the records referring to the same set of 
birds. From 2017, almost every year, birdwatchers observed this 
bird at various sites in northern India, mainly during December–
February. All birds were in their non-breeding plumage: overall 
black and white, and lacking the ‘horn’. In its non-breeding 
plumage, this species needs to be carefully differentiated from 
the cogeneric Black-necked Grebe P. nigricollis. On 23 January 
2021, along with a team of birdwatcher, we spotted the Horned 
Grebe at Harike Wildlife Sanctuary [143] during the annual bird 
count. Similarly, birds were spotted at Dighal Wetland, Jhajjar, on 
17 February 2021 (Table 1).

Most of the sightings of the Horned Grebe were from 
northern India (Fig. 1), especially Haryana. However, the bird was 
also spotted in Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh. 
We suggest that regular monitoring of open wetlands for this bird 
is needed, as it prefers stretches of water with minimum floating 
vegetation. Checking the growth of Water Hyacinth Eichhornia 
sp., would create a conducive habitat for it. 

We thank Praveen J for guidance in preparing this note.

Fig. 1. Recent sightings of the Horned Grebe in northern India
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Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata in Maguri Beel, 
Tinsukia, Assam, and Sikhe Lake, Ziro, Arunachal 
Pradesh, and its status in north-eastern India
On 08 February 2021, we visited Maguri-Motapung Beel in 
Tinsukia District of Assam, while conducting a survey of the 
White-winged Wood Duck Asarcornis scutulata in Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh. During the visit, at 1505 h, we observed a 
flock of Indian Spot-bill Duck Anas poecilorhyncha among the tall 
grasses in a pond (27.58°N, 95.37°E) adjacent to Maguri Beel 
[144]. Upon close inspection, a male Mandarin Duck was sighted 
amidst this flock of Indian Spot-bill Duck. We photographed it, and 
its identification was easily confirmed based on its distinctively 
colourful plumage.

Table 1. Showing various sightings from different parts of India in reverse chronological order

Date Site District/ State Coordinates Observer References

15–17 February 2021 Dighal Wetland Jhajjar/Haryana 28.75°N, 76.63°E Sonu Dalal Dalal 2021

23 January 2021 Sultanpur Lodhi Kapurthala/ Punjab 31.159N, 75.00E Gagan Bedi Bedi 2021

23 January 2021 Harike Bird Sanctuary Tarn Taran/ Punjab 31.15°N, 74.97°E Sanjiv Khanna Khanna 2021

25 January 2018 Ballab Village Rohtak/Haryana 28.47°N, 76.30°E Ramit Singal Singal 2018

20 December 2018 Bhaniyana Wetland Jodhpur/Rajasthan Divesh Saini Bothra 2018

14 December 2017–
27 January 2018 

Dighal Wetland Jhajjar/Haryana 28.75°N, 76.63°E Rakesh Ahlawat Ahlawat 2017

14 December 2016 Borit Lake Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir

36.25°N, 74.52°E Imran Shah Shah 2016

6–10 February 2001 Harike Tarn Taran/Punjab 31.15°N, 74.97°E Anand Prasad Prasad 2008

28 December 1993 Kosi River Ramnagar/Uttarakhand 29.38°N, 79.13°E R. Drijvers Drijvers 1995 
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144. A male Mandarin Duck swimming behind an Indian Spot-bill Duck in a small pond within 
the Maguri Beel areas of Assam. 

The Mandarin Duck breeds mostly in north-eastern China, 
Japan, Korea, and far-eastern Russia (Rasmussen & Anderton 
2012). It is considered a winter vagrant to India and has been 
reported from several sites in India in recent past (Praveen et 
al. 2014). Most of the records are from north-eastern India, 
especially from Assam (Das et al. 2015), and Manipur (Kasambe 
& Singh 2014). It’s nearest record to Maguri-Motapung Beel is 
from Rangagora (Rungagora) Tea Estate (27.57°N, 95.32°E) 
where it was last reported in 1901 (Baker 1902).

After our sighting, the Mandarin Duck was seen for the next 
two days in the Maguri wetlands, after which it was not observed 
in the area. On 20 February 2021, a male Mandarin Duck 
was sighted in Sikhe Lake (27.62°N, 93.82°E) in Ziro District, 
Arunachal Pradesh (Anonymous 2021). This duck is probably the 
same bird that was sighted in Maguri wetlands earlier. The aerial 
distance between the two places is about 152 km. 

This sighting of Mandarin Duck in Ziro Valley is the first sighting 
record for Arunachal Pradesh, India. Four Mandarin Ducks (one 
male and three female) was also spotted on the Miyong River 
(27.36°N, 92.27°E) of Dirang Valley in West Kameng District 
(Arunachal Pradesh) in 05 March 2021 (Bachung 2021). The 
birds remained in the area till 16 March 2021 (Panwar 2021).
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The increase in birders and birding tourism in the remote 
areas of north-eastern India has helped in recording such rare 
avian visitors that had probably remained unnoticed previously 
(Fig. 1; Table 1). All the recent Mandarin Duck sightings in north-
eastern India were first recorded by bird guides conducting 
birding tours in the region.

Fig 1. Locations in north-eastern India from where Mandarin Duck locations in Northeastern 
India. See Table 1 for details.

We thank Assam Forest Department for necessary 
permissions for carrying out our survey and Wildlife Trust of India 
for funding the survey. We also thank Vivek Menon, Rahul Kaul, 
and an anonymous reviewer for reviewing the short note.
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Table 1. List of sighting records of Mandarin Duck from north-eastern India

Sl. No. Place Coordinates Altitude Year of sighting Reference

1 Rungagora TE, Tinsukia, Assam 27.57°N, 95.32°E 120 m 1901/1902 Baker 1902

2 Subansiri River, Lakhimpur, Assam 26.98°N, 94.00°E 82 m July 1901 Baker 1902

3 Mayangkhang Valley, Senapati, Manipur 25.25°N, 94.02°E 1,100 m March 1934 Gimson 1934

4 Sugnu, Chandel, Manipur 24.31°N, 93.87°E 770 m 1997 Rahmani & Islam 2008

5 Keibul Lamjao, Loktak Lake, Manipur 24.48°N, 93.84°E 770 m February 2005 Barman 2021

6 Jawa Lamjao, Loktak Lake, Manipur 24.60°N, 93.80°E 770 m December 2013 Kasambe & Singh 2014

7 Jawa Lamjao, Loktak Lake, Manipur 24.60°N, 93.80°E 770 m February 2014 Barman 2021

8 Saatvoini Beel, Baksa, Assam 26.66°N, 91.48°E 80 m February 2014 Das et al. 2015

9 Wapokpi, Imphal river, Manipur 24.43°N, 93.84°E 770 m December 2020 Huidrom 2021

10 Maguri Beel, Tinsukia, Assam 27.58°N, 95.37°E 120 m February 2021 Our observation

11 Sikhe Lake, Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh 27.62°N, 93.82°E 1585 m February 2021 Anonymous 2021

12 Miyong River, Dirang, Arunachal Pradesh 27.36°N, 92.27°E 1530 m March 2021 Bachung 2021
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Some scavenger birds from Periyar Tiger Reserve, 
Kerala
The Periyar Tiger Reserve, one of the major biodiversity hotspots in 
the Western Ghats is well known for its high mammal density. The 
major carnivores of the Periyar Tiger Reserve are Tiger Panthera 
tigris, Leopard P. pardus, and Dhole Cuon alpinus. The formation 
of Periyar Lake by the construction of Mullaperiyar Dam attracted 
wetland- and wetland dependent birds. In November 2019, a 
pair of camera traps (model: Cuddeback C1) was deployed near 
an elephant carcass for monitoring the scavenging activities for a 
period of ten days. During 2019 and 2020, we recorded eight 
instances of opportunistic scavenging by three bird species on 
large mammal carcasses that we monitored—specifically, kills of 
Gaur Bos gaurus, Asian Elephant Elephas maximus, and Sambar 
Rusa unicolor, all killed by large carnivores (Table 1). The Gaur 
and Sambar carcasses were monitored directly, from a distance of 
20 m, through binoculars (model: Olympus 8x40) and cameras 
(Nikon 300 mm). 

Carcasses left behind by large carnivores become an easy 
food source for opportunistic feeders like the three species 
listed in Table 1, and comprise a supplementary food chain in 
protected areas with large concentrations of mammalian prey 
species, but where the natural scavengers, like Gyps vultures, are 
absent (Allen et al. 2019). 

Details of scavenging by birds in PTR

S. No. Scavenging species Carcass species # Observations

1 Brown Fish Owl  
Bubo zeyloensis

Asian Elephant 
Elephas maximus

1; 145

2 Woolly-necked Stork 
Ciconia episcopus

Gaur Bos gaurus 4; 146

3 Greater Spotted Eagle 
Aquila clanga

Gaur; Sambar  
Rusa unicolor

3; 147

145. Brown Fish Owl scavenging on the carcass of an Asian Elephant, near a Gaur carcass.

146. Greater Spotted Eagle at a Sambar carcass.

147. Wooly-necked Stork scavenging on a Gaur carcass.
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