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An Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus from the 
Digha-Shankarpur Estuary, West Bengal: An addition 
to the avifauna of mainland India
The Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus is a widely distributed 
wader that breeds during April–July, in the dry steppes, arid 
grasslands, salt pans, and desert habitats of southern Siberia, 
Russia, Mongolia, and north-eastern China (Ozerskaya & Zabelin 
2006; Stewart et al. 2007; Hayman et al. 2011) and migrates 
southwards along the South-east Asian coasts to spend the 
winter in Indonesia and north-western Australia (Branson & 
Minton 2006; Stewart et al. 2007). 

While birding on 26 October 2020 at the Digha-Shankarpur 
Estuary (21.65°N, 87.56°E; 1 m asl) in Purba Medinipur District, 
West Bengal, India, I spotted a single Oriental Plover foraging on 
the ground at the periphery of coastal fishery ponds, alongside a 
Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva. I first photographed it [94A, 
B] at 1650 h on 08 November 2020, at the periphery of a fish 
culture pond. It was regularly sighted and photographed from 09 
to 13 November 2020, and on 16 November 2020. 

94A, B. Oriental Plover recorded in the Digha-Shankarpur Estuary, Purba Medinipur District, 
West Bengal, India. 08 November 2020 (A), and 10 November 2020 (B).  

The bird had greyish upperparts with whitish to off-white 
belly. A brownish breast had brown streaking and the sides of 
the breast had greyish brown brands. The chin, throat, and fore 
lores were white. Crown was brownish with off-white supercilium 
extending beyond the eye. It had a very thin whitish eye-ring. 
Rear lores were dark brown and ear coverts pale brown. Neck 
was brownish, but mantle was greyish. Some of the greyish 
brown feathers on its upperparts had rusty fringes. Its bill was 
black with base of the lower mandible yellow. Legs and feet 
were yellowish orange. An adult Oriental Plover is easy to tell 
apart from the similar Caspian Plover C. asiaticus, but separating 
them it becomes tricky in the non-breeding plumage. However, 
in my photos the bird shows thin, long, yellow legs (versus 
relatively smaller, greenish or brownish legs in Caspian), and a 
video clearly showed greyish brown underwing (versus white in 
Caspian), which clinched the ID in favour of an Oriental Plover. 

I monitored the bird regularly up to 18 November 2020. 
Most of the time, it was by itself. A few times it foraged on the 
ground amid small grasses, together with Paddyfield Pipit Anthus 
rufulus, Pacific Golden Plover, and Common Sandpiper Actitis 
hypoleucos. In all 12 days of surveys, it was seen eight times 
during afternoon (between 1430 h to 1630 h) at the same place 
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[95A, B]. The habitat is mainly comprises fishery ponds, and 
open sunlit areas with sparse vegetation. The site was about 500 
m from the seacoast.

95A, B. The Oriental Plover was spotted amidst fishery ponds. 

Oriental Plover is considered a very rare passage migrant in 
South-east Asia (Robson 2011). There is only one record of this 
species from India, from an unknown locality in the Andaman 
Islands, of a specimen collected by Dr. G. E. Dobson in May 
1872; the specimen now in the collection of the Bombay Natural 
History Society (Ball 1872: 288; Blanford 1898; Abdulali 1965: 
515; Grimmett et al. 1999; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; 
Praveen et al. 2016). It has also been reported two times from 
Sri Lanka (Samaraweera 2006). Recently, Ahmed & Jannat 
(2020) recorded a single bird at Kalapara upazila, Patuakhali 
District, in south-western Bangladesh, as a first confirm record 
from mainland South Asia. The present record lies approximately 
260 km westwards from that in Bangladesh, Making it first 
sighting from mainland India. Although, the migratory pathways 
of waders that occur in the Indian Subcontinent fall largely in 
the Central Asian Flyway, some species travelling through eastern 
India, Bangladesh, and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands, do pass 
through the East Asia-Australasia Flyway, as does the present 
record, located along the western edge of East Asia-Australasia 
Flyway, and overlapping with the Central Asian Flyway.

I am grateful to anonymous reviewers for their significant 
comments to improve the manuscript. Also, I would like to thank 
Shubhankar Patra, Annwaina Deb, Ashwin Viswanathan, Shakti 
Vel, and the Facebook group, ‘Ask IDS of Indian Birds’ for helping 
with identification. 

References
Abdulali, H., 1965. The birds of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Journal of the 

Bombay Natural History Society 61 (3): 483–571 (1964). 
Ahmed, S., & Jannat, K., 2020. First record of Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus for 

Bangladesh. BirdingASIA 33: 138–139. 
Ball, V., 1872. Notes on a collection of birds made in the Andaman Islands by Assistant 

Surgeon G. E. Dobson, M.B., during the months of April and May. Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal XL (Part II No IV): 273–290. 

Blanford, W. T., 1898. The fauna of British India, including Ceylon and Burma (Birds). 
London: Taylor and Francis. Vol. IV of 4 vols. Pp. i–xxi, 1–500.

Branson, N. J. B. A., & Minton, C. D. T., 2006. Measurements, weights and primary wing 
moult of Oriental Plover from north-west Australia. Stilt 50: 235–241.

Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., & Inskipp, T., 1999. Pocket guide to the birds of the Indian 
Subcontinent. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. Pp. 1–384.

Both: Arajush Payra



80 Indian Birds Vol. 17 No. 3 (Publ. 8 July 2021)

Hayman, P., Marchant, J., & Prater, T., 2011. Reprint ed. Shorebirds: an Identification 
guide to the waders of the world. London, Christopher Helm. Pp. 1–412.

Ozerskaya, T., & Zabelin, V., 2006. Breeding of the Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus 
in southern Tuva, Russia. Wader Study Group Bulletin 110: 36–42.

Praveen J., Jayapal, R., & Pittie, A., 2016. A checklist of the birds of India. Indian BIRDS 
11 (5&6): 113–172A. 

Rasmussen, P. C., & Anderton, J. C., 2012. Birds of South Asia: the Ripley guide. 2nd 
ed. Washington, D.C. and Barcelona: Smithsonian Institution and Lynx Edicions.  
2 vols. Pp. 1–378; 1–683.

Robson, C., 2011. A field guide to the birds of South-East Asia. New Holland Publishers, 
UK.

Samaraweera, P., 2006. Oriental Plover Charadrius veredus: second record in Sri 
Lanka, third in South Asia. Ceylon Bird Club Notes 2006 (November): 148–151. 

Stewart, D., Rogers, A., & Rogers, D. I., 2007. Species description. Pp. 75–196. In: 
Geering, A., Agnew L., & Harding, S., (eds.) Shorebirds of Australia. Melbourne: 
CSIRO Publishing. 

– Arajush Payra
Ramnagar, Purba Medinipur 721441, West Bengal, India. E-mail: arapayra@gmail.com 

Orcid ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0858-7339

A Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica in Chamba District, 
Himachal Pradesh: An addition to the northern Indian 
avifauna
The Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica is a common and widespread 
bird in Eurasia. Its breeding range extends from the Nordic regions 
to eastern Siberia (Copete et al. 2020). The populations breeding 
in north-western Europe migrate eastwards, first through Siberia, 
then they turn southwards after arriving in eastern Siberia, 
passing through eastern Mongolia and eastern China, to reach 
their winter quarters in eastern Asia (Shirihai & Svensson 2018; 
Copete et al. 2020). It has been listed as ‘vulnerable’ due to 
the rapid decline of its global population (BirdLife International 
2021). In this note we document a Rustic Bunting from Chamba, 
Himachal Pradesh, evidently the second report for the country, 
and a first for northern India.

On the morning of 02 March 2021, GV was birding at Udaipur 
Forest Nursery, Udaipur, Chamba District, Himachal Pradesh 
(32.593°N, 76.094°E; c.790 m asl). The nursery is c.700 m 
away from the Ravi River and is bordered on one side by village 
fields, and forested hill on the other. The major tree species in the 
surroundings are Pinus roxburghii, Pyrus pashia, Dalbergia sissoo, 
Albizia chinensis, and Ailanthus altissima. An unfamiliar bunting 
flushed from some Punica granatum seedlings, and perched on 
the leafless branches of a Rovania pseudoacacia. It stayed there 
for few minutes and then disappeared in the nearby vegetation. 
GV could click a few photographs [96]. It was not seen again 
during subsequent visits to the site. We reviewed the photographs 
later, and identified the subject as a Rustic Bunting by its distinct 
head pattern and bold rufous streaking on whitish underparts.

96. Rustic Bunting at Udaipur, Chamba, on 02 March 2021. 
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The Rustic Bunting is similar to a Eurasian Reed Bunting E. 
schoeniclus, but the latter was ruled out by the presence, on 
the present bird, of a slight crest, more contrasting head pattern, 
bold pure rufous streaking on underparts, and two prominent 
white wing bars; contrarily, a Reed Bunting has less prominent 
rufous brown wing bars and partly rufous and blackish, finer 
streaking on underparts (Shirihai & Svensson  2018). The 
commoner Little Bunting E. pusilla was ruled out by presence 
of pure white supercilium, slight crest, and rufous streaking 
on the present bird, all of which are not present on the Little 
Bunting. Tristram’s Bunting E. tristrami, a vagrant to India, is also 
similar but lacks a pure white throat, slight crest, bold rufous 
streaking on underparts, and two pure white wing bars (Shirihai 
& Svensson 2018). The Yellow-browed Bunting E. chrysophrys, 
also a vagrant to India, was ruled out by the presence of coarse 
rufous streaks on flanks and absence of any yellow in the 
supercilium of the present bird.

The Rustic Bunting is not included in Ali & Ripley (1974). 
Grimmett et al. (1998) mentioned it as a vagrant to Nepal. The 
species has been reported thrice from Nepal; Saurah in Chitwan 
National Park buffer zone (del-Nevo & Ewins 1984), Kagbeni in 
Annapurna Conservation Area (Praveen et al. 2017), and Pokhara, 
between 1981 and 1989 (Inskipp et al. 2020); the details of 
the last record remain unpublished. However Rasmussen & 
Anderton (2012) considered it as hypothetical for the Indian 
Subcontinent, as they considered that the details in del-Nevo & 
Ewins (1984) were not sufficient to eliminate Tristram’s Bunting. 
The species has been photographed at Paro, Bhutan on 09 April 
2014, as a county first record (Lilje 2017). The Rustic Bunting 
has been added to Indian Checklist recently, after its sighting at 
the Jia grassland, Arunachal Pradesh, on 15 January 2020 (Das 
et al. 2020; Praveen et al. 2020). Thus, apart from being the 
first record for Himachal Pradesh, the present record is also the 
first for northern India, and only the second record for India. It 
also adds to the scarce records of the species from the Indian 
Subcontinent.

Surprisingly, the Rustic Bunting was subsequently recorded 
twice, during the same month, in northern India: at Chuchot 
Shama (34.06°N, 77.63°E), near Leh, UT Ladakh on 23 March 
2021 (Arhaan 2021), and at Udaipur (32.72°N, 76.66°E), Lahaul 
and Spiti District, Himachal Pradesh, on 29 March 2021 (Kumar 
2021).

We thank Himanshu C for his help.
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