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Presumed courtship or territorial behaviour of the
White-capped Redstart Chaimarrornis leucocephalus
We report observations on presumed courtship or territorial
displays of the White-capped Redstart Chaimarrornis
leucocephalus from the banks of the Rongkhon River on 22
October 2020 at Rongkhon (25.54°N, 90.23°E), West Garo Hills
District, Meghalaya. We use the word ‘presumed’ as we were
unable to observe pair formation or copulation. As the sexes are
similar, we named the individuals as WCR1 and WCR2.

From 0500 h we observed one individual (WCRY),
presumably a male, flying from rock to rock from the banks to
boulders jutting out of the river, emitting its characteristic whistled
call, tseeit. We recorded the whistle when the bird was on our
side of the river, but when it flew farther away, it could not be
heard above the gushing sounds of water. It would perch only for
a few seconds and call, sometimes arching its neck and raising
its beak.

This behaviour continued for almost an hour, observed on
and off from our homestay window that overlooked the river.
The appearance of a second White-capped Redstart (WCR2),
presumably a female, caught our attention and we moved to the
river bank. Over the next 36 min we observed, and captured on
camera, three dance displays. We describe the dances as they
were observed and captured on camera.

About an hour after the first sighting WCR1 was joined by
WCR2. The two faced each other about a foot apart, both birds
in a similar pose of puffed out chest, head and beak raised,
and tail fanned out and raised. WCR1 made several up and
down movements, tilting its head to one side, opening its beak,
perhaps in song (?), which we could not hear above the rushing
water. WCR2 sometimes synchronised those movements. These
motions were repeated for over a minute [104—107], after which
the birds flew away in the same direction, WCR2 leaving first.

WCR1 returned to the rock about a minute later, with WCR2
joining him about half a minute later. They faced each other a
few inches apart. WCR1 struck up a pose, standing erect, one
foot forward, beak aloft, chest puffed out, tail upraised and
flared into a fan. It made several up and down movements,
crouching to the rock surface, with beak and tail still upraised to
the sky. In between the crouching movements, it would spread
its wings with a little flap, tilt its body to one side, lower the
flared tail, and open and close its beak, sometimes stretching
the neck to one side. Then it would swish its tail from side
to side. The dance was continuous, the overall effect was a
continuous series of side-to-side gyrations. These motions were
repeated about 30 times. During the dance, WCR1 appeared
to be continuously singing, with its beak opening and closing.
WCR2 occasionally responded with a brief reply every few
seconds. Unfortunately, the singing was not audible because of
the roar of gushing water. A few seconds before the end WCR2

Correspondence

turned sideways, occasionally flicking its tail, and sometimes
taking a step backwards. It flew away first, followed a few
moments later by WCR1 in the same direction. This dance of
the pair, lasting 31 seconds, is shown in a video uploaded at
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/351144971.

The third dance, lasting 26 seconds, was similar to the first
two, except that towards the end, WCR2 turned around several
times, showing its back to WCR1 with its tail raised high. WCR2
then flew away, with WCR1 following a few seconds later in the
same direction.
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104-107. Sequential courtship/territorial display pictures of the WCR pair (Dance 1). Four
pictures (0316, 0326, 0334, 0336) selected from 28 frames.

.R. C. Kharkongor
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According to Whistler (1931), “virtually nothing has been
recorded” about courtship dancing in Indian birds. While this
comment was made 90 years, ago and some advances on
courtship behaviour of birds in India have happened, still the
field remains fascinatingly open. Our report is from a fortuitous
encounter. An interesting observation is provided by Hackney
(1951), in which he describes a group of six or seven White-
capped Redstarts in a ‘group dance’ in a small turbulent pool in
a bend of a river near Shimla, in May 1944. Two or three would
flutter together in the centre of the pool, sometimes colliding
breast to breast, while the others watched from the side; one
of the onlookers would sometimes take the place of a bird in
the pool. He concluded that this display was a “jousting match”
of males to attract a female partner. If this conclusion is right, it
would seem similar to the lek of birds of paradise as described
by Attenborough (1998: 182-217). Hackney's is the only
documented courtship behaviour reported for this species (Ali &
Ripley 2001: 58-61; Collar 2020).

References

Ali, S., & Ripley, S. D., 2001. Handbook of the birds of India and Pakistan together
with those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. (Robins to Wagtails).
2nd ed. Delhi: (Sponsored by Bombay Natural History Society.) Oxford University
Press [Oxford India Paperbacks.]. Vol. 9 of 10 vols. Pp. 2 I, pp. i-xviii, 1-310, 2 II.

Attenborough, D., 1998. Finding Partners: In: The Life of Birds. BBC Books.

Collar, N., 2020. White-capped Redstart (Phoenicurus leucocephalus), version 1.0.

In Birds of the World (J. del Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. A. Christie, and E. de
Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA. Website URL: https://
doi.org/10.2173/bow.whcred1.01.

Hackney, M. J., 1952. Unusual behaviour of the Whitecapped Redstart (Chaimarrornis
leucocephalus Vigors.). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 50 (3):
655-656.

Whistler, H., 1931. The study of Indian birds. Part VII. The reproduction of birds.
Preliminary remarks. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 35 (1): 89-103.
- Kynsai Ria C. Kharkongor, Sandra Albert & Glenn Kharkongor

Kynsai Ria C. Kharkongor, Army Public School, Shillong, Meghalaya, India
Sandra Albert, Indian institute of Public Health Shillong, Meghalaya, India
Glenn Kharkongor, Martin Luther Christian University, Shillong, Meghalaya, India

An unusual plumaged Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias
minor in Navi Mumbai

We came across an adult black coloured Lesser Flamingo
Phoeniconaias minor in the wetland behind the non-resident
Indian (hereinafter, NRI) complex, Navi Mumbai, in mid-January
2020 [108]. The bird had a black mantle, breast, and tail, and
light to dark brown head, neck, scapulars, rump, abdomen, and

flanks. In contrast, feathers of upper- and underwings were light-
brown with a tinge of pink and black tipped. The primaries, outer
secondaries, and bare parts such as eyes, bill, legs, and feet of
the black individual were normally coloured, as an adult Lesser
Flamingo.

It was seen frequently at NRI wetland (19.01°N, 73.01°E)
after its first appearance in January, where all our observations
were carried out [109]. We monitored the bird through
opportunistic  photographs and  behavioural observations
recorded between January and March 2020. This is a coastal and
tidal wetland spread over ~ 19 ha, with its western and southern
sides surrounded by mangroves, while the north-eastern and
south-eastern sides are enclosed by a wall with a thin stretch
of vegetation. It is a key high tide roosting site for the migratory
shorebirds visiting Mumbai, particularly large congregations of
Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus and Lesser Flamingo
(Narwade et al. 2015; Bajaru et al. 2019).

108. Dark-coloured Lesser Flamingo at NRI wetland.

109. Wetland behind non-resident Indian complex.

We noticed that the dark colouration faded gradually from
January onwards, until the first week of March 2020. This change
was conspicuous on its head, neck, belly, and flanks [110a-d].
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