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but being unfamiliar with it, thought it was another call of the
asiaticus from the forest edges, and so we didn't record it. On 11
December 2019, we visited the same area and heard the same
call after dusk; fortunately, SM drew our attention to record and
verify that call (Fig. 1). After about an hour of tracking, we finally
got the perched individual calling from a tree branch and then
we successfully captured a few photos [123]. All our records are
uploaded to eBird (Giri 2021; Maity 2019, 2020).

123. Jerdon’s Nightjar in Bhadutola Reserve Forest.

An earlier isolated record of this species from West Bengal
exists from Durgapur (Gauntlett 1995). In March 2018, Manna
(2018) reported it from the Baranti Reservoir area in Purulia
(23.58°N, 86.84°E). After our record, Chakraborty (2020)
reported it on September 2020 from Bishnupur (23.07°N,
87.31°E), and Banerjee (2020) reported it from Joypur Forest
(23.05°N, 87.42°F) in Bankura District. Several observers have
reported it from Biharinath Hill, Purulia (23.57°N, 86.95°E), from
August 2019 onwards, but without supporting photographs (Das
2019a, b; Misra 20204, b). Its call has been recorded in the
Biharinath Hills (Chattopadhyay 2019), and in February 2021
in Garpanchkot, Purulia (23.60°N, 86.77°E) (Raychoudhury
2021). We also regularly heard calls during winter, after dusk, in
our location and in Joypur Forest, Bankura (West Bengal), which
is the northern most point from where this species has been
recorded till date.

Hence, the distribution of this species extends up to the
western part of West Bengal. Though the Indian Nightjar is the
dominant species here, Jerdon's is also found in lower numbers,
and is quite common.

We want to thank Ayan Khanra, Amit Sankar Jana, Swajan
Rath for accompanying us on those visits and thanks to Sandeep
Biswas and Kanad Baidya for helping us write this report.
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A case of successful initiative for heronry conservation
in a privately managed wetland

We first visited the Melmaruvathur heronry (12.431°N,
79.827°E) in Chengalpattu District, Tamil Nadu on 14 February
2019 and subsequently on several occasions during 2020 and
2021. The religious institution, Adhiparasakthi Siddharpeedam,
Melmaruvathur, situated south of Chennai manages this 16 Ha
waterbody. The administration planted saplings of Barringtonia
acutangula on the mounds in the lake in 2000. By 2014, colonial
nesting waterbirds started utilizing the lake extensively and began
nesting on the Barringtonia trees. Colonial nesting waterbirds
such as Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia (nests (n)=42),
Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger (n=140), Indian Cormorant
Phalacrocorax fuscicollis (n=31), Little Egret Egretta garzetta
(n=19), Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia (n=12), Black-
crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax (n=21), Indian Pond-
Heron Ardeola grayii (n=13), Grey Heron A. cinerea (n=31),
Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala (n=164), Black-headed Ibis
Threskiornis melanocephalus (n=28), Oriental Darter Anhinga
melanogaster (n=15), and Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus
philippensis (n~=149) were found to be nesting in the lake during
November 2018—May 2019. The nesting here extends into the
dry months (Apri-May) and serves as an important feeding
ground, especially for ducks, and as a stopover for waterbirds
when the nearby wetlands are dried up. Tree species such as
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Pithecellobium dulce, and Peltophorum pterocarpum  also
support nesting in the lake. Colonial nesting waterbirds used the
artificial structures erected by the administration for nesting in
addition to the nesting trees [124]. Around one lakh fingerlings of
fish varieties (Catla, Rohu etc.) are released in the lake every year
by the temple administration [125]. Nesting materials, especially
twigs, were also provided at regular intervals for the waterbirds.
The administration makes sure that there is sufficient water
in the lake by conserving the water received during monsoon
and preventing water usage from the lake for other purposes.
Collecting and diverting the water from nearby areas makes
the lake remain waterlogged, resulting in a conducive condition
for some of the waterbirds to nest during April-May. Moreover,
protection is given utmost importance, especially along the
margins, which are fenced to avoid human intrusion. This is a
case of successful and replicable wetland management initiative
for other wetlands.

125. Food material provisioning
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An intermediate morph Little Egret Egretta garzetta
from Uttar Pradesh

| photographed an intermediate morph of the Little Egret
Egretta garzetta [126] at the Crop Research Station (27.10°N,
81.49°E), Ghaghra Ghat (beside Ghaghra Ghat railway station),
on the Lucknow—Bahraich—-Gonda Road, Uttar Pradesh, India, at
1100 h on 26 December 2020. While | was birding, it landed
in the middle of the high grasses of the wetland, and then flew
away. It attracted my attention because of its unique colour
and appearance. | photographed it in flight. | sent the images
to Oriental Bird Images where it was identified as a Little Egret
intermediate morph. Putative hybrids between a Little Egret
and a Western Reef Heron E. gularis, which have shadowy and
sometimes blotchy plumage colours, have been reported from
India (Koparde & Yésou 2017). However, colours of bare parts
such as bill, orbital skin, and iris, and the shape and size of the bill
and neck, can be used to distinguish between putative hybrids
and morphs (Koparde & Yésou 2017). In the present bird the
bill is long, straight, and slender (not heavy), the upper mandible
is uniformly black, as are the tibia and tarsus; only the toes are
yellow, suggesting a Little Egret.

126. An intermediate morph Little Egret.
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