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Pithecellobium dulce, and Peltophorum pterocarpum also 
support nesting in the lake. Colonial nesting waterbirds used the 
artificial structures erected by the administration for nesting in 
addition to the nesting trees [124]. Around one lakh fingerlings of 
fish varieties (Catla, Rohu etc.) are released in the lake every year 
by the temple administration [125]. Nesting materials, especially 
twigs, were also provided at regular intervals for the waterbirds. 
The administration makes sure that there is sufficient water 
in the lake by conserving the water received during monsoon 
and preventing water usage from the lake for other purposes. 
Collecting and diverting the water from nearby areas makes 
the lake remain waterlogged, resulting in a conducive condition 
for some of the waterbirds to nest during April–May. Moreover, 
protection is given utmost importance, especially along the 
margins, which are fenced to avoid human intrusion. This is a 
case of successful and replicable wetland management initiative 
for other wetlands.

124. Barringtonia species and artificial structures with colonial nesting waterbird’s nests

125. Food material provisioning
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An intermediate morph Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
from Uttar Pradesh
I photographed an intermediate morph of the Little Egret 
Egretta garzetta [126] at the Crop Research Station (27.10ºN, 
81.49ºE), Ghaghra Ghat (beside Ghaghra Ghat railway station), 
on the Lucknow–Bahraich–Gonda Road, Uttar Pradesh, India, at 
1100 h on 26 December 2020. While I was birding, it landed 
in the middle of the high grasses of the wetland, and then flew 
away. It attracted my attention because of its unique colour 
and appearance. I photographed it in flight. I sent the images 
to Oriental Bird Images where it was identified as a Little Egret 
intermediate morph. Putative hybrids between a Little Egret 
and a Western Reef Heron E. gularis, which have shadowy and 
sometimes blotchy plumage colours, have been reported from 
India (Koparde & Yésou 2017). However, colours of bare parts 
such as bill, orbital skin, and iris, and the shape and size of the bill 
and neck, can be used to distinguish between putative hybrids 
and morphs (Koparde & Yésou 2017).  In the present bird the 
bill is long, straight, and slender (not heavy), the upper mandible 
is uniformly black, as are the tibia and tarsus; only the toes are 
yellow, suggesting a Little Egret.

126. An intermediate morph Little Egret. 
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