The birds perched on the fruit branches of the plant, while
feeding, and all the birds of this flock fed on its seeds. We were
told that flocks of greenfinches regularly visited the field in the
mornings during February to feed on the mustard seeds.

We are thankful to Kewal Kumar, Assistant Professor,
Department of Botany, Govt., College for Women, Udhampur, for
identifying the food plant, and natural vegetation of the study area.
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Spotted Crake Porzana porzana, Rosy Pipit Anthus
roseatus, Falcated Duck Mareca falcata, Common
Crane Grus grus and Black-breasted Weaver Ploceus
benghalensis in Chhattisgarh, India

During the winter of 2020-2021, we recorded five species of
birds that are significant for the omnithology of Chhattisgarh. Three
of these are first records for the state (Bharos 2017; Naidu et al.
2021), while the remaining two were sighted after several years,
but in sizeable congregation.

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana

At Gidhwa Dam (21.83°N, 81.77°E), Bemetara District, we saw a
Spotted Crake [115] on 01 February 2021, close to a reed-bed,
feeding at the water's edge alongside a Ruddy-breasted Crake
Zapornia fusca. Subsequently, the Spotted Crake was seen on
02, 03, and 09 February at the same spot, and photographed.
It was however not seen on 17 February, but relocated on 19 at
the same place. We separated the bird from Baillon's Crake Z
pusilla by its larger size and spots on the flanks and underside.
D'Abreu (1935) mentioned that it may be a straggler in winter to
the Central Provinces [=Madhya Pradesh including Chhattisgarh],
and Ghosh et al. (2008) seem to quote him. As per eBird
(2021), it has been recorded in peninsular India, near Nagpur
(Maharashtra), the location nearest to Chhattisgarh. Ours is
probably the first report from Chhattisgarh and eastern Madhya
Pradesh.

Correspondence

Rosy Pipit Anthus roseatus
AM and GKS photographed a Rosy Pipit on 20 December 2020
at Tendukna (20.68°N, 81.59°E), River Mahanadi, Dhamtari
District [116]. On 07 January 2021 we spotted another bird
at Akoli-Mohdi village (21.34°N, 81.68°E; ¢.300 m asl; Raipur
District) at a medium-sized tank, surrounded by cultivation. Both
sets of photographs showed heavily streaked underparts with
a slight pink hue visible on the second bird. Both photographs
showed bold, broad olive streaks on the upperparts and pale
legs—a combination that eliminates all other pipits (Ali & Ripley
1987; Grimmett et al. 2014)

The species has not been reported earlier from Chhattisgarh
(Chandra & Singh 2004; Bharos 2017; eBird 2021) and these
two constitute the first reports from the state.

116. Rosy Pipit.

Falcated Duck Mareca falcata

On 17 February 2021, while attempting to photograph alighting
Northern Shovelers Spatula clypeata at Gidhwa Dam, Bemetara
District, a male Falcated Duck was captured in the frame. The
photograph showed the greenish head with black throat band;
Asad Rahmani and Eric D'Cunha confirmed the species [117].
It has not been reported previously from the state (Chandra &
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Singh 2004; Bharos 2017). The nearest reports are from Odisha
and Maharashtra (eBird 2021), and ours seems to be the first
report from the state.

117. Falcated Duck.

Common Crane Grus grus

On 14 February 2021, a flock of 20 Common Cranes [118]
was seen at Ruse Dam (21.29°N, 80.96°E) and another four
on 17 February 2021 at Thelkadih Dam (21.24°N, 81.02°E),
both locations being in Rajnandgaon District. The cranes at
Ruse Dam were with other large wetland birds including 30
Eurasian Spoonbills Platalea leucorodia, 52 Painted Storks
Mycteria leucocephala, and 28 Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis
melanocephalus. Local residents at Ruse Dam mentioned that
about 45-50 birds were present till a week ago but some of
them had left. The birds continued to stay at both the dams till
03 March 2021. Recently, Common Cranes were recorded in
Gondia District (eBird 2021).

Common Cranes have been reported recently from the
adjacent districts of eastern Maharashtra, and from Odisha
(eBird 2021). In Chhattisgarh, they have been formerly reported
from Raipur and Surguja districts (Chauhan 2015). We have
unpublished sighting records of the species in 1975 from the
Kasdol area (21.24°N, 81.03°E), River Mahanadi, Balodabazar
District, and from the winter of 2004-2005 at Kodar Dam
(21.18°N, 82.20°E), Mahasamund District. Hence, this

occurrence in the state in 2021 is after a lapse of 15 years.

118. Common Crane.

Black-breasted Weaver Ploceus benghalensis
We spotted a flock of 45 Black-breasted Weavers on 20
December 2020 at Tendukna, Dhamtari District, in the reed-
beds on the banks of River Mahanadi. Their numbers increased
to about 150-200 by 01 January 2021, and to 300-350 by 05
January 2021. The birds were last seen on 07 March 2021 [119].
During our visits there would be about 45-50 Baya Weavers P,
philippinus in the reeds, with the Black-breasted Weavers.
D'Abreu (1935) mentioned this species as probably a
resident in the northern districts of Central Province, breeding
in the rains. Raju & Ramachandran (2016) opined that it is not
very commonly seen, though widespread, in the northern parts
of central India. Chandra et al. (2015) reported it from the Bastar
region, without any further details. There are sightings from
Janjgir-Champa District in Chhattisgarh as well (eBird 2021).
Outside Chhattisgarh, birds have been reported from adjacent
states: Sambalpur, and Jharsuguda districts in Odisha; Anjania,
Mandla District, Madhya Pradesh; Nagpur and Chandrapur in
Maharashtra (eBird 2021). A congregation of this size has not
been reported from Chhattisgarh and hence noteworthy.

119. Male Black»bréasted Weaver.

References

Ali, S., & Ripley, S. D., 1987. Compact handbook of the birds of India and Pakistan
together with those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. 2nd ed. Delhi:
Oxford University Press. Pp. i-xlii, 11, 1-737, 52 Il.

Bharos, A. M. K., 2017. Birds of Chhattisgarh. In: Sahgal, B., & Raman, L., (Eds.). Wild
Chhattisgarh. Pp. 154-156.

Chandra, K., & Singh, R. K., 2004. Avifauna of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Zoos'
Print Journal 19 (7): 1534-1539.

Chandra, K., Dutta, S. K., & Gupta, R. P, 2015. Diversity and conservational status of
avifauna in Bastar Plateau of Chhattisgarh, India. Ambient Science 2 (1): 31-43.

Chauhan, K. N. S,, 2015. Birds of Chhattisgarh. Raipur. Dark Shadow Enterprises Ltd.
Pp. 1-189.



D'Abreu, E. A, 1935. A list of the birds of the Central Provinces. Journal of the Bombay
Natural History Society 38 (1): 95-116.

eBird 2021. Website URLs: https;//ebird.org/science/status-and-trends. https://ebird.
org/india/about/resources/finding-birds-with-ebird.

Ghosh, S., Roy, S. B., Datta, B. K., & Sett, A. K,, (eds.) 2008. Fauna of Madhya Pradesh
(including Chhattisgarh) (Part 2). Aves. State Fauna Series, 15. Director:
Zoological Survey of India. (ed.). Kolkata, India: Director: Zoological Survey of
India. Pp. i-iv, 1-152+19.

Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., &Inskipp, T., 2014. Field guide—birds of the Indian
Subcontinent. Reprint ed. Oxford University Press.

Naidu. R, Bharos, A. M. K., & Quader, S., 2021. Report: Bird Count India, Birds of
Chhattisgarh. Chhattisgarh State Biodiversity Board, Raipur. Pp. 1-148.

Raju, D., & Ramachandran, S., 2016. Photographic field guide: Wildlife of Central India.
Chennai, India: Notion Press. Pp. 1-300.

— A. M. K. Bharos, Jageshwar Verma, Dilip Verma, Amar Mulwani,
Ravi Naidu, Gopi Krishan Sahu & Vidhi Jain

A. M. K. Bharos, State Coordinator IBCN Chhattisgarh,B-101, Gayatrinagar, Raipur,
492007, Chhattisgarh, India. E-mail: arunmkbharos@gmail.com [AMK]

Jageshwar Verma, LIG-1219, Sector-8, Housing Board Colony, VillageSaddu, Raipur
492014, Chhattisgarh, India. E-mail: vermajageshwar12@gmail.com

Dilip Verma, Sarvodaya Hospital, Dubey Colony, Mowa, Raipur 492001, Chhattisgarh,
India. E-mail: drdilipverma@yahoo.com

Amar Mulwani, 31 Arjun Residency, Dhamtari 493773, Chhattisgarh, India.

E-mail: amarmulwani.w.p.|@gmail.com

Ravi Naidu, Ornithologist, Member C.R.O.W. Foundation, H No. 48, Anukal Dev Ward-
31, Jagdalpur 494001 Chhattisgarh, India. E-mail: ravinaidu0001 @gmail.com

Gopi Krishan Sahu, 84-Brahmanpara, Ward No. 28, Dhamtari 493773, Chhattisgarh,
India. E-mail: gopikrishansahu009@gmail.com [GKS]

Vidhi Jain, Vaibhav Niwas, Sundarganjward, Dhamtari 493773, Chhattisgarh, India.
E-mail: vidhilunkadarts@gmail.com

The Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons in
West Bengal
The Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons is a winter visitor
to Pakistan, northern India, and Bangladesh, where it generally
prefers large rivers, lakes, and reservoirs (Grimmett et al. 2011).
It has been previously reported from Torsa River (Coochbehar
District; Patra 2019), Panchanandapur (Malda District; Jha 2020),
and from Fulbari Barrage (Saha 2013, cited in Khan et al. 2015)
and Gajoldoba (Patra 2018) (Jalpaiguri District) in West Bengal.
On 14 December 2020, while surveying for migratory
waterbirds on Bakreswar Reservoir, Birbhum District (23.83°N,
87.42°E), a small brown-coloured goose was spotted in a flock
of about 35 Bar-headed Geese Anser indicus (Gayen 2020).
At first sight we thought it was a Greylag Goose A. anser, and
photographed it [120]. Later it was identified as a first winter
Greater White-fronted Goose based on its smaller size, less
stocky build, absence of white front on the forehead, but
presence of a thin line of dark feathers at the base of the bill,
a dark tip to bill, orange legs and feet, and overall browner
colouration. Incidentally, Krishnendu Sar and his co-birders had
also photographed this individual on 13 December 2020 (Sar
2020). This first winter bird was observed from 13 December
2020 to 02 January 2021. On 05 January 2021, a Greater
White-fronted Goose with a prominent white front was spotted
at the same location by Modak (2021). We consider this to be
a separate adult based on Reeber (2015: 209-210) who states
that though a juvenile may transition to the plumage of a first
formative bird, with adult plumage, it retains the black bill tip;
however, the bird in XX2 does not have such a tip on its beak.
Subsequently, this bird was observed by various birders: 09
January (Banerjee 2021), 11 January (Halder 2021), and 12
January (Dawn 2021). On 13 January 2021 we also observed
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this individual at the same location (Gayen 2021). It was last
sighted on 15 January 2021 by Biswajit Mukherjee (121;
Mukherjee 2021) and his team.

121. Adult Greater White-fronted Goose at Bakreswar Reservoir, Birbhum District, on 13
January 2021.

We collated past reports of the Greater White-fronted Goose
from West Bengal in Table 1 (see also Fig. 1). This goose was
earlier sighted from only four locations in West Bengal. Ours
is the first report from the south-western and southern region
of the state (Grimmett et al. 2011; eBird 2021). The Greater
White-fronted Goose has also been recorded from the adjoining
states of Assam and Odisha, while no reports exist from Bihar
or Jharkhand. From Assam, it has been reported from Kaziranga
National Park (2016—2021), Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary (2019—
2021), Pohu Garh and Gourisagar Tank of Sivsagar in 2021, Jia
Bharali (Kameng River) in 2021, and the Brahmaputra River in
2013 (Narasimmarajan et al. 2013; eBird 2021). From Odisha,
it has been reported from Chilika Lake in 1948 (Craven 1949),
Dhamra River (Bhitarkanika National Park) in December 2012
(Karuthedathu et al. 2014), and from the Manglajodi wetlands
(Modak 2016; Deb 2021). Hence, it appears that the bird is a
sporadic winter visitor to eastern India.
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