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Table 1. Sighting records of the Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons in West Bengal

1 Fulbari Barrage, Siliguri 3 27 January 2013 Saha 2013

2 Gajoldoba, Jalapaiguri 3 18 December 2016 Das 2016

% Gajoldoba, Jalapaiguri 5 02 December 2018 Patra 2018

4 Torsa Riverbed, Coochbehar 6 15 December 2018 Patra 2019

5 Panchanandapur, Malda 3 22 November-01 December 2020 Jha 2020

6 Bakreswar Reservoir, Birbhum 1 (first winter) 13 December 2020-02 January 2021 Gayen 2020; Sar 2020

7 Bakreswar Reservoir, Birbhum 1 (adult) 05-15 January 2021 Banerjee 2021; Gayen 2021

8 Gajoldoba, Jalapaiguri 1 21 February 2021 Majumdar 2021

8600 s790°E 8890 8900 o000 o100°E eBird. 2021. eBird: An online database of bird distribution and abundance [web

27°0I'0"N

Quri

26“0I'0"N

ka Barrage, Malda

25°00N

400N

ZS“OI'O"N

%  sighting location

|:| Districts

200N

0 20 40 80 120 160

86'0"0'5 87‘0"0"E BS‘DI'O"E 89'1)"0"E 90'0"0"E
Fig. 1. Map showing the different localities of West Bengal from where Greater White-fronted
goose was reported.
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The Kashmir Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra in Punjab,
India

Mattewara Forest, Ludhiana District, Punjab, India (30°59'N,
75°58'E) is ¢. 930 Ha in area, and is situated about 20 km
north-eastwards from Ludhiana on the banks of the Sutlej River.
Because of its proximity to the river, this habitat is a unique blend
of riverine and forest ecosystems.
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Arjun Basandrai

On 17 April 2021, during a visit to the forest, | saw a small
bird sitting on one of the lower branches of a Kikar tree Vachellia
nilotica, quite far from me. Initially, | identified it as a Small
Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus based upon the grey, black,
and orange colours | noticed. The bird was still very far from me
and before | could take any more photographs, it turned, and
| could just see its silhouette. | noticed that it was bulkier and
smaller than a Small Minivet and it also had a short tail. | noticed
that the bird would often fan its tail in addition to cocking it. |
didn't know at that time that this is characteristic behaviour of a
Kashmir Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra. After some time, the bird
flew and came closer. When | finally got a good look at the bird,
I literally jumped with delight. It was an extremely rare Kashmir
Flycatcher [122] | was looking at! | approached it cautiously and
the bird turned out to be confiding as it allowed a close approach.
The bird often flew down to the ground to pick up insects and
went into dense parts of the Kikar trees to eat them, returning
only after finishing. It was easily separated from the Red-breasted
Flycatcher Ficedula parva by having more orange on its throat, its
breast being bordered black, and grey on its face (Kazmierczak
2000).

122. Kashmir Flycatcher.
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Correspondence

Per Undeland's report of a male from Harike Bird Sanctuary in
September 1998 (Robson 1999) is the only earlier report from
Punjab, however, no further details are presently available with
him (Per Undeland, per. comm., 23, 27 April 2021) and hence
this cannot be assessed.

The Kashmir Flycatcher breeds almost exclusively in Jammu
and Kashmir and winters in the Western Ghats and Sri Lanka (Ali
& Ripley 1996). It migrates through peninsular India, and hence,
it can be expected on passage, as might have been the bird that
| spotted.

| wish to acknowledge Gurpartap Singh, for his help in
researching for and preparing the manuscript of this article. |
retrieved relevant literature from Pittie (2021).
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Jerdon’s Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis in West
Bengal, India: A range extension

Jerdon’s Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis is a medium-sized
nightjar with an overall strongly patterned and warmly coloured
body, with a rufous band across nape, rufous ear coverts,
completely white throat, a white spot on outer tail feathers, and
an unbarred brown breast. It is very similar to the Large-tailed
Nightjar C. macrurus but its tail is shorter. Its song is a unique
series of liquid, tremulous ‘ch-wo-wo-wo' calls uttered at the
rate of 13—20 per minute (Grimmett et al. 2011). The known
distribution of this species is on the forest edges of central and
southern Peninsular India and Sri Lanka (Grimmett et al. 2016).
Rasmussen & Anderton (2012) stated it occurs with Large-
tailed in the northern Eastern Ghats, though not a resident. It is
documented roughly southwards of latitude 18°N (Ali & Ripley
1983), while Cleere (2020) adds Odisha to its distribution.

We have been visiting the Sal Shorea robusta dominated
Bhadutola Reserve Forest (22.49°N, 87.29°E) of Paschim
Medinipur District, West Bengal, India since 2017 with our friends.
However, we have been hearing the unique call of Jerdon's
Nightjar together with that of the Indian Nightjar C. asiaticus,
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Fig. 1. Sonogram of call of Jerdon’s Nightjar, recorded by Asim Giri (courtesy: xeno-canto.org, XC620018)

95


http://www.southasiaornith.in/
http://www.southasiaornith.in/
mailto:arjunbasandrai2004@gmail.com

